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»IN EARLY MARCH OF THIS YEAR, the USCCA created and shared several new self-defense training 
videos and accompanying downloads as part of our Continuing Education Series, leading up to and culminating in the release 
of our revolutionary eLearning platform. 




I use the word "revolutionary" here because 1 strongly believe 
that this new system has the power to change the way people just 
like you think about — and learn about — self-defense. 

Now, it's no secret that I love being able to provide new and 
unique opportunities for our members and subscribers to better 
protect themselves and their families. To me, that really defines our 
overall mission here: delivering overwhelming value as we continue 
to educate, train and insure hundreds of thousands of responsibly 
armed Americans all across the country. 

But why bring this up again now, several months later? Honestly, 
I don't mean to sound like I'm tooting the USCCA's horn here, but 
the series of videos we produced in March was — at least as I see 
it — one of the most critical we've ever shared with our community. 
I was profoundly affected by the content of these videos and by the 
interesting and diverse responses from those who had a chance to 
watch them. 

Inthe first video, you'll recall that ! visited our local gun range and 
had the opportunity to sit down with several responsibly armed 
Americans for brief but insightful interviews. 

In my face-to-face with each of these men and women, I present- 
ed two different life-or-death scenarios in detail and then asked a 
very important question: 

"What would YOU do?" 

What I found was that no two answers were the same for either of 
the scenarios. Some people said they'd draw their weapon. Others 
said they'd try to retreat. Even among the most similar responses 
{for example, two people who both said they'd shoot), there were 
small but drastic differences in how they decided on the same 
course of action. 

Now, I can't say this surprised me all that much ... but It certainly 
got me thinking. 

Here was a group of responsibly armed Americans — some pret- 
ty sharp individuals — proving Just how personal and complex the 


act of self-defense can really be. It reinforced with astounding clar- 
ity that there is no clear cut answer — no cut and dry response — 
when it comes to protecting ourselves and the ones we love. 

So how can people like you and me ever be sure we're doing the 
right thing? 

First and foremost, it's important to know and understand the 
laws governing the use of deadly force In your state. Get all the in- 
formation you possibly can about Ju stifiable force and any legal re- 
quirements to retreat within your Jurisdiction. The more you know, 
the more confident you'll be. And the more confident you are, the 
more clarity you'll have when it comes time to make that life-or- 
death decision. 

You must also know and understand that if you're in the middle 
of a life-threatening encounter, things will happen to you that you 
might not expect ... 

Time might slow down. You might develop hearing loss ortunnel 
vision. You might even experience a loss of your fine motor skills. 
And that's why it's so crucial that you practice. The more you prac- 
tice, the more muscle memory you'll build. And the more muscle 
memory you build, the better your chances of prevailing over the 
bad guy. 

There might not be a "right" answer in any given situation, and 
that can be a scary thought. But that's why you know the rules. 
That's why you've practiced. And that's why you know yourself — 
your limits — and to what length you're willing to go to protect the 
ones you love. 

When it comes down to it, pulling or not pulling the trigger is 
entirely up to you. 

But luckily, the USCCA is here to support you and help prepare 
you for the worst day of your life. 
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BACKGROUND CHECKS 
WONT REDUCE CRIME 

»FROM TIME TO TIME, the idea of universal background checks gets floated as part of gun control legislation. 
The goal is, I'm sure, to eventually convince people to think, "That might mrk. We should give up some of our freedom for the 
security of these background checks because they will keep bad guys from getting guns." 


r 


Universal background checks are nothing 
more than a first step to firearms registration 
and eventual confiscation. They \A/iil not keep 
bad guys from getting guns. If your liberal 
friends ask why you are opposed to universal 
background checks, give them a copy of this 
column. 

The current plan of background checks 
as required for transactions through Federal 
Firearms License holders is functional and 
effective when applied to firearms purchas- 
es made from dealers. That’s because dealers 
obtain their stock from manufacturers, main- 
tain precise inventory records and, by virtue 
of their licensed deaier status, are availabie 
for cioser government scrutiny. When the 
background check system is applied to pri- 
vate transactions, the effectiveness as a 
means of reducing crime disappears. Let me 
give a couple of examples. I'll use the names 
Jim and Tom just to keep things straight. 

In these examples, we assume a universal 
background check is in place. 

Example 1: Jim owns a gun and decides 
to sell it to Tom. Following the law, Jim pays 
his fee and conducts the background check. 
Tom passes the background check but later 
decides to commit a crime. Result: No crime 
is prevented. 

Example 2: Jim owns a gun and decides to 
sell it to Tom, knowing full well that Tom in- 
tends to commit a crime. Because both men 
are already intent on committing a crime, 
they ignore the requirement for the back- 
ground check. Tom buys the gun, commits 
the crime and flees the scene. Police do not 
find him or the gun. Result: No crime is pre- 
vented. Furthermore, because Tom fled the 
scene and police did not find the gun, they 
have no idea where Tom got the gun and do 
not even know to check with Jim to see if Jim 
sold a gun to Tom. 

Example 3: Jim owns a gun and decides to 
sell It to Tom, knowing full well that Tom in- 
tends to commit a crime. Because both men 


are already intent on committing a crime, 
they ignore the requirement for the back- 
ground check. Tom buys the gun, commits 
thecrimeanddropsthegun at the scene. Po- 
lice do not find Tom, but do find the gun. Re- 
sult: No crime is prevented, but police now 
have a gun. Still, unless this gun was regis- 
tered {only seven states require registration 
and maintain records of such), they cannot 
connect this gun to Jim in order to prosecute 
him for selling the gun without a background 
check. 

Example4: Jim owns a gun and decides to 
sell it to Tom, knowing full welt that Tom in- 
tends to commit a crime. Because both men 
are already intent on committing a crime, 
they ignore the requirement for the back- 
ground check. Tom buys the gun, commits 
the crime and is arrested at the scene. Police 
have Tom and the gun. Result: No crime is 
prevented, but police now have agunanda 
criminal in custody. Still, unless this gun was 
registered (and again, only seven states re- 
quire registration), they cannot connect this 
gun to Jim to prosecute him for selling the 
gun without a background check UNLESS 
Tom decides to seek a plea bargain for giv- 
ing up Jim. But should police let Tom plead 
down from a felony to arrest Jim for the mis- 
demeanor crime of selling a gun without 
a background check? Even if police made 
selling a gun without a background check 
a felony, why would they want to let a vio- 
lent criminal (armed robber) plead to a lesser 
charge and get out of jail sooner in order to 
arrest a non-violent offender? 

Through these four examples, you can see 
that a universal background check will not 
prevent crime. Those with criminal intent will 
circumvent the requirement every time. The 
reason background checks work at the retail 
level is that government officials can restrict 
the delivery of new guns from the factory 
and therefore put retailers out of business if 
they don't follow the law. 


If you think we could "require" people to 
take their firearms to a retail shop to com- 
plete a sale, what would compel someone 
with criminal intent to go to the gun shop to 
sell or buy a gun? After the gun is sold from 
the retailer to a private citizen, we cannot 
force that citizen to do anything without a 
police officer standing by his side. 

Universal background checks might effec- 
tively reduce crime if they require universal 
firearms registration AND include a require- 
ment for gun owners to provide a regular 
inventory of firearms to law enforcement. 
Police could then know the location of each 
gun and thus seek out offenders who trans- 
ferred guns without a background check. 
This system wouid stiil not work to prevent 
crime because the schedule of inventory 
statements would leave gaps in reporting. 

If gun owners were to provide an invento- 
ry of firearms each year, that would give crim- 
inals an entire year to commit crimes before 
the inventory was due. If the inventory was 
required monthly, criminals would still have 
30 days to commit crimes, but even then, 
are we to assume criminals would accurately 
log their firearms inventory? So, in order to 
ensure that no one illegaily transferred a fire- 
arm without a background check, we would 
need to have law enforcement complete a 
physical inspection of every registered gun 
owner's firearms on a regular basis and at 
a short interval. This would require a huge 
number of law enforcement officers, removal 
of Fourth Amendment protections and regu- 
lar reporting of private lawful activity to the 
authorities. To me, that sounds an awful lot 
like a police state. No one wants that. 

Stay Safe. Train hard. 

Kevin Micbahwski 

Executive Editor 
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THOUGH 


CONCEALED 
ISN’T ABOUT 
FASHION, 

there's nothing 
wrong with looking 


WHY WAIT FOR SUNDAY? ARMED AMERICAN RADIO NOW AIRS EVERYDAY! 




DAILY DEFENSE 


wvvw.armedamericanradio.com 

LISTEN LIVE DAILY from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. (eastern time) as Nark Walters 
brings you Armed American Radio’s Daily Defense, a one-hour daily show dedicated to personal defense and your 
American freedoms. Find a radio station near you or listen live every day atwww.armedamericanradio.com. 

NEW! Daily Defense Monday-Friday 4-5pm ET, l-2pm PT 




ASK THE USGGA 


SHOULD YOU CARRY A 

CCW BADGE? 


»IN REBUTTAL to the Nov./Dec 2014 issue article 
titled "What Should I Know?" in the paragraph referencing 
"Statements," I would disagree a bit with the opinion that 
CCW badges "should never be carried." 



I have been carrying concealed now for seven years with 
non-resident Utah and Florida permits and a resident permit for 
California, where 1 currently reside. The CCW badge is part of my 
dress when going out and about. The answer to why I carry the 
badge is very simple: I don't want to get shot. 

Let's say you find yourself in an active shooter situation at a 
shopping center and all hell breaks loose. You have a CCW permit 
and pull your weapon in response to confront the active shooter. 
The police arrive and find the two of you with guns drawn. What's 
to prevent the officer or officers from shooting you and the ac- 
tive shooter? They don't know who the bad guy is. I don't want to 
waste time explaining myself when I have a gun pointed at me. 
Thus the badge comes out to give pause to the law enforcement 
officers: "Hey, he might be a good guy." 

As for impersonating an officer, well, as with my gun that is con- 
cealed, so is the badge. It only comes out when the need arises, 
as with the weapon, thus giving merit to my first concern. The 
argument that carrying a badge could be seen as impersonating 
law enforcement is weak since many people have badges for their 
duties of work — firemen, city council individuals and security 
officers in mads — and they aren't impersonating the police, I 
bet you don't blink an eye when your child comes home with his 
six-shooter and plastic badge. You don't tell him he can't wear that 
because he's impersonating a LEO. 

By the way, this information about the badge comes from a 
very reliable source as I train at a facility here in southern Califor- 
nia called the Artemis Defense Institute (artemisdefenseinstitute. 
com). It's owned and operated by Sandy and Steve Lieberman, 
who, by the way, was a private attorney in the area before taking 
on this new venture. At Artemis, the training is some of the most 
advanced in southern California, if not the nation, related to CCW 
permits and their use. They incorporate local law enforcement of- 
ficers to enhance not only the training that Artemis provides but 
also in your dealing with LEOs following the aftermath that you 
will go through. And like I mentioned before, it doesn't hurt to 
have Steve, with his expert background and law degree, lay out all 
the legal issues you will encounter. Thus he also agrees with the 
use of the CCW badge, and I quote: "I don't want to die." 

It's just one more tool in your pouch to provide an added mea- 
sure of safety when, heaven forbid, you ever have to use your 



weapon to defend yourself, loved ones or the pub- 
lic. I'm sure there are other opinions to this issue, 
and I respect that I have the utmost respect for the 
many articles and opinions presented by the pro- 
fessionals penning the articles I read 
i n my Concealed Carry Magazine, 
but they are just that, opinions. 

We need to look at the other 
side to ensure all the informa- 
tion is presented and form a 
judgment call of our own, and that 
is what I present here. Thank you. 

Ben, via email 



Sen, 

What if your active shooter decides to carry a CCW badge as well? 
Now what is the responding police officer supposed to do? What if 
a couple forward-thinking criminals decide to buy a couple of the 
badges in hopes of slowing the police officer's reaction time? Now 
where does that leave the cop? Where does that leave a guy like you 
once cops realize they can no longer trust a guy with a fake badge? 

There is enough confusion at the scene of a shooting. Honest, 
law-abiding citizens do not need to add more confusion by flashing 
a badge that has no legal standing. If you really want to ensure you 
don't get shot by a police officer arriving on the scene, do not present 
a threat to that officer. Put your gun on the ground, put your hands 
in the air and follow every command that officer gives you. 

In your scenario, the officer arrives on scene and offers a verbal 
challenge or pauses long enough for yo u to show this bodge you are 
carrying. Instead of putting your gun down, you are telling me you 
will be reaching for your waist to pullout something shiny. You have 
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just used up all of your one-second grace period with that officer, and you have gone on to 
perform an action that looks very much like you continue to be a threat While the officer is 
focused on you and the badgeyou are trying to display, the real threat — fheaef/Ve shoot- 
er ~ continues To go about his business un/nferrapfed by the officer, who is focused on 
you. The bad guy might not still be shooting, but he surely now has time to look for cover 
and change positions. And now this active shooter might have an advantage on the cop 
who arrived to save the day, because the cop is busy looking at your badge. 

I, and any other respond/np police officer, would be much happier if you woo/djost drop 
your gun to show you are no longer a threat point at the guy you were shooting at and 
holler^ "He has a gunr After that, if you would just lie down on the ground and get behind 
cover, the police officer can focus on the real threat without wasting valuable time trying 
to figure out what your tin shield has to do with anything. 
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Armed Georgia Man Interrupts 
Armed Robbery at Sonic Drive-In 

When three men, one of them armed, approached a De Kalb County man and 
attempted to rob him while he was waiting in line at a Sonic Drive-In, the man 
drew his legally carried pistol and opened fire on the robbers, critically injuring 
one and putting the other two to flight. The wounded robber died of his injuries 
in the hospital. One accomplice was later arrested and the third suspect is still at 
large. The armed victim will not face charges. 

NBC Channel 1 1, Atlanta, Georgia 

Michigan Girl Hides in Closet 
With Shotgun, Scares Off Intruders 

Home alone one afternoon and hearing sounds of a break-in, an 1 1 -year-old 
North Branch Township girl took up a shotgun and hid in a closet from the in- 
truders. When one intruder opened the door of the closet she was hiding in, the 
girl pointed the shotgun at him, causing him and a female accomplice to flee. 
Responding police captured both burglars not far away. Police commended the 
girl for her bravery and composure. 

The Associated Press 

Georgia Man Wins Shootout 
With Armed Home Invaders 

Hearing loud knocking at his front door, a South Fulton man took a pistol 
with him when he went to investigate. When he refused to open the door to the 
knockers, the door was kicked in by three intruders. The homeowner promptly 
fired on the invaders, which started an exchange of gunfire that ended with the 
homeowner unharmed and victorious, one intruder shot multiple times and all 
three put to flight. Neighbors praised the actions of the defending homeowner, 
only suggesting that perhaps a shotgun might have served him better as a de- 
fensive weapon. 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Georgia 



» South Carolina 
Woman Defends Against 
Needle-Wielding Robber 

A Socastee woman was walking toward an 
ATM to get some cash when a man approached 
her. Displaying a large hypodermic needle, the 
man threatened to stick her with it if she did 
not give him some money. Instead, the quick- 
thinking woman drew her legally carried pistol 
and threatened to shoot the would-be robber. 
Seeing the gun, the assailant fled. No one was 
injured in the exchange. 

thetruthaboutgun5.com 

»Connecticut Armed 
Citizen Thwarts Two 
Armed Robbers 

Four men were leaving a Bridgeport tavern 
early one morning when two assailants — one 
armed — attempted to rob them at gunpoint. 
When the armed robber shot one of his friends, 
a CCW holder in the group drew his pistol and 
fired on the robbers, shooting the armed one 
and routing the other. The wounded suspect 
will be charged with numerous felonies on 
his release from the hospital. Police are still 
seeking the other suspect. Police stated the 
defending victim will not face charges for his 
act of self-defense. 

thebridgeportnews. com 

»Minnesota Woman 
Shoots, Fights Off 
Ex-Boyfriend 

A Mounds View woman had to resort to gun- 
fire to fend off an attack from her ex-boyfriend. 
Despite the woman telling the man the rela- 
tionship was over and him moving out of the 
home they previously shared, the man came 
to her home at about midnight one night and 
demanded entry. Fearing the man due to his 
prior threats against her, the woman went to 
the door armed with a pistol and told him re- 
peatedly through the closed and locked door 
to leave. When the man broke into the home 
and forced the woman to the floor, she shot 
him once in the chest, stopping the encoun- 
ter. Responding police arrested the man, who 
survived his wound and will face charges of do- 
mestic assault and terroristic threatening. 

guns. com 




IN THE USA 



Designed for Protection. Engineered for Comfort 
















CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14 







^:ixOT 


I Pehiisylvania CCW Holder 
Stops Armed Robbery 

An Upper Darby CCW permit holder was walking in a park near his home 
when a gun-wielding masked man approached him and demanded money. 
Rather than comply, the would-be victim grabbed the assailant's gun and at- 
tempted to disarm the robber. During the ensuing struggle, the victim drew his 
pistol and fired on the robber, hitting him in the head and killing him. The gun 
the robber used turned out to be a pellet gun. Responding police assured the 
distraught victim that he did what he had to do and would not face charges. 

ABC Channel 6, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


» Armed Texas 
Customer Stops 
Restaurant Shooter 

A Harris County Court investigator from Hous- 
ton was having dinner in a strip-mall restaurant 
when two men started arguing. The argument 
seemingly ended when one of the men left the 
restaurant, but he returned with a pistol from 
his car and shot several times through the glass 
door of the dining place.That's when the inves- 
tigator drew his pistol and fired on the shooter, 
killing him and ending the attack. 

KWTX.com, Houston, Texas 

» Michigan Man Shoots 
Home Invader 

Hearing suspicious noises at about 5 a.m., a 
Southgate homeowner took up a pistol when 
he went to investigate. While walking through 
his home, he encountered an armed man inside 
his house. The homeowner, fearing for his life, 
fired on the armed intruder, who died at the 
scene. The invader turned out to be a 19-year- 
old neighbor who was believed to be looking to 
steal prescription drugs. 

clickondetroit.com 

» Armed Utah Citizen 
Stops Knife-Wielding 
Robber 

A Vernal man entered an Arby’s restaurant for 
lunch only to see a woman armed with a knife 
demanding money from store personnel. The 
customer slipped out to his vehicle, retrieved a 
pistol and returned to confront the woman, who 
quickly realized the futility of a knife in a gun- 
fight.The customer held the woman for respond- 
ing police, who commended him for his action. 

Fox 13, Salt Lake City, Utah 


Hearing noises outside her home at 4:30 
a.m., a Canton woman took her pistol when she 
went to investigate. Seeing a man attempting 
to break into a side door to the residence, she 
fired on him, killing him and stopping the crime. 
Police later determined the man to be a sex of- 
fender recently on parole who was also suspect- 
ed in a recent arson. 
dailycai ler. co m 


» Texas Woman 
Prevents Home 
Invasion 
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»SELF-DEFENSE 

CONSEQUENCES 

Kevin, 

I have a very high regard for your expertise 
and opinion, so please don't take this as neg- 
ative criticism but as genuine puzzlement. 

When I read Concealed Carry Magazine 
cover to cover, which I do every month, 
I read the numerous cases in which a gun 
owner successfuily defends himself or loved 
ones from a deadly threat. I read about how 
important it is to be ready to defend your- 
self and to use deadly force quickly and de- 
cisively to stop an imminent threat to your 
own life, I read how the right to self-de- 
fense is sacred and must be protected as- 
siduously. But then I read articles from the 
legal experts who make it clear that if one 
even draws their weapon, let alone actually 
shoots someone in self-defense, the legal 
repercussions will likely be catastrophic. You 
will be treated more harshly than the crimi- 
nal you shot. You will almost certainly spend 
time in Jail or prison with the very kind of 
individuals you are trying to defend against, 
and your life will never be the same. In fact, 
the consequences of the use of deadly force 
or even drawing your weapon are so harsh it 
might make your life seem not worth living 
afterward. 

I find myself thinking that resisting a vio- 
lent attack by responding with deadly force 
Just won't be worth the consequences. With 
that mindset in the face of an attack, which 
allows me mere seconds to make a decision, 
I worry that I'll be so hamstrung by the fear 
of ultimate consequences for my actions that 
I'll fail to act in time to respond effectively. 

What say you? 

Ken, via email 

Ken, 

We want you fo keep those consequences 
in the back of your mind, and when at all pos- 
sible, avoid violent confrontations. The best 
fight is the one you are not in. 

But the other side of that coin is the im- 
portance of proper training and a thorough 
knowledge of the laws surrounding the use 
of force for self-defense. Consider it this way: 
If you shoot someone in self-defense, you are 
thrust into a homicide investigation and the 
target of that investigation is YOU! We ex- 
pect that the results of that investigation will 


clear you of any wrongdoing and the label 
attached to your case will read "Justifiable Ho- 
micide." The reason this happens and the rea- 
son it is important that it happens is that we, 
as law-abiding citizens, respect the taw. In our 
country, ANY taking of a human life and in- 
deed any use of deadly force should be inves- 
tigated fully to ensure that one person is not 
taking the life, liberty or property of another 
without a dearly defined legal right to do so. 
We always want to prosecute the offender to 
the fullest extent of the law and make him 
pay for his crimes. To that end, we need to 
thoroughly investigate such actions fo defer- 
mine if there was a crime or if the actions were 
justified. So, in the end, it is our respect for the 
law that requires we train, learn the law and 
endure the ensuing investigations. 

That is why the U5CCA exists. We train, edu- 
cate and insure responsibly armed Americans. 
We teach you the actions to take to keep you 
safe. We help to explain the laws so you know 
your rights and your boundaries. Then we pro- 
vide a legal back-up plan to make sure you get 
the best defense and a fair and honest investi- 
gation /nfo your ocf/om. This combination of 
training, education and insurance is designed 
fo give you the confidence to act without hesi- 
tation when your life is on the iine. 

I don't mean to brag, but think of all the 
great information we hove presented over the 
years. That information should be helping you 
fo make the right choices when it comes to 
seif-defense. And you should rest assured with 
the knowledge that when you make correct 
choices and still have to use your gun, we will 
be there to help you through the legal after- 
math. 

Stay safe, 

Kevin Michalowski 

Exec uti ve Ed i tor 

»SAFETy WHILE TRAVELING 

Greetings, 

I am a South Carolina CWP holder, and I 
fully exercise that right, but my Job requires 
that t travel nearly every week, I often travel 
to states that don't reciprocate with South 
Carolina, and I travel a fair amount outside 
the United States. I almost never check a 
bag (in the interest of time and because of 
the risk of loss or theft), so taking a firearm 
on the road with me is not feasible. I have 
practiced and taught martial arts for nearly 


20 years, but unless I get close enough to 
disarm my opponent, these skills are not 
going to do much good in a gunfight. So, 
my question is this: What guidance do you 
have for those of us who are not able to car- 
ry when traveling? 

Thank you, 

Tracy, via email 

Tracy, 

Until we can work together to change the 
over-reaching and obstructive laws of the 
remaining states of this Union that do not 
respect our Second Amendment, our options 
can be limited. Additionally, as you travel with 
nothing but a carry-on, you are correct that 
traveling with a sidearm is not going to be 
possible as long as the Feds continue enforc- 
ing their nonsensical rules against civilized 
persons being allowed fo defend themselves. 

My advice for those who are absolutely 
not able to carry a sidearm, pepper spray, 
knife, baton or anything else that will not be 
allowed through TSA screening is to obtain 
a, for tack of a better term, tactical umbrel- 
la. These are extremely popular in the British 
Isles, where the poor subjects of the Queen 
have been disarmed to such an extent that 
a sturdy, unbreakable umbrella is their most 
prudent course of action. They draw very little 
attention, are extremely practical on a rainy 
day and are capable of devastating defensive 
strikes during an emergency. My recommen- 
dation would be to hit up real-self-defense, 
com and see which model best suits your 
tastes. 

Best of luck and stay safe, 

Ed Combs 

Associate Editor 

»ADV1CE FOR BEGINNERS 

Kevin Michalowski, 

Thank you for Concealed Carry Maga- 
zine. I am impressed by the quality of the 
articles and depth of experience of your 
membership. Keep up the good work. 

I am not a professional firearms instruc- 
tor, but I have taken beginners to the range. 
With this in mind, I have two comments. 

(1) Your magazine is guilty of preaching 
to the choir. The majority of Americans who 
purchase firearms for self-defense rarely go 
to the range. The firearm is purchased. The 
firearm is loaded. Problem solved. How can 




your magazine deal with this reality? What 
advice would you provide? 

(2) I have learned more from attempting 
to provide basic instruction than the stu- 
dent could ever imagine. May I respectful- 
ly suggest a regular column that features 
the basics? You could entitle this column 
"Basics for Beginners." My local gun store is 
sometimes loaded with first-time buyers. I 
listen to their questions and remain silent. 
I do not want to interfere with a business 
transaction. The sales person sold another 
small, light firearm chambered for a seri- 
ous cartridge to a beginner who will fire 
one shot and never pull the trigger again. 
I realize that first-time buyers might not 
know about your magazine, but the con- 
cealed carry community should encour- 
age an outreach to those who need basic 
information. 

Paul Koller, via email 

Paul, 

You are correct that we somef/mes fall into 
the trap of thinking all of our readers are as 
experienced as the staff and writers of Con- 
cealed Carry Magazine. We understand there 
is o large group of people out there that is just 
getting started, and our goal is to serve that 
group as effectively as we serve our readers 
who have had more time on the trigger. We 
will take your suggestions to heart and ensure 
that we cover alt elements for the concealed 
carry lifestyle, from brand new shooters to 
those who have been at it for a while. 

Thanks for reading. 

Stay safe. 

Kevin A^ic/iafows/r/ 

Executive Editor 

»REACHING FOR THE CARD 

In your February/March 2015 issue, 
you have an article entitled "The First 48 
Hours After a Self Defense Shooting." On 
page 60, the writer advises, "Don't reach 
for that card in your wallet." I have one 
of those cards issued from USCCA, which 
you instruct to be given to law enforce- 
ment once they arrive on the scene. It 
essentially states that I will not make any 
statements until my attorney arrives and 
to please afford me the same courtesy 
as would be given a fellow officer after 


a self-defense shooting. So, do we hand 
over the card or not? There is conflicting 
advice here it seems. 

Jeff Paulk, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Jeff, 

I hear you loud and clear, and to be honest, 
I knew I would be getting emails like this one. 
We occasionally run such statements for just 
this reason: We love fo spark debate within 
the concealed carry community about theo- 
ry, techniques and personal protocols. 

When it comes to "handing over the card," 
I advise people to strike a balance. If you are 
forced to defend yourself, the police will un- 
doubtedly want a response when they ask, 
"What happened?" I say that an individual 
should tell the officer that the individual they 
had to shoot was trying to kill them, point 
out evidence and witnesses, and then say 
that though they will fully cooperate with 
the investigation, they do not wish to say 
anything else without an attorney present 

If the officer doesn't take the hint (which 
they likely will not as this is part of their 
training), then I would advise you bring the 
card out. The card is full of excellent point- 
ers and (hopefully) the phone number of the 
attorney with whom you've already built a 
relationship. It's a terrific tool, and one that 
should not be overlooked. The author's 
point, however, was that the card should 
not be flippantly handed to an officer like a 
business card . . . not that they should never 
be brought into ploy at all. 

Stay safe, 

Ed Combs 

Associate Editor 

»BEST IN THE BIZ 

Dear Tim and Staff, 

I have been a USCCA member for about a 
year now. i certainly appreciate the measure 
of comfort that it provides should the need 
to defend myself arise. 

I read three gun-related magazines regular- 
ly, and Concealed Carry Magazine is by far the 
best of them all. I just wanted to take a moment 
to thank you for providing such a high-quality, 
informative magazine, both in content and 
presentation. The November/December 2014 
issue might just be the best so far! 

Keep up the good work! 


Sincerely, 

Greg Durden, via email 

»THE GUN FIGHT 

Several weeks ago we had the opportu- 
nity to send in requests for future articles. 
Well, here is a very important topic I need 
help with. As you are aware, Bloomberg et 
al are turning their attention to state ballot 
initiatives in an attempt to slowly eat away 
at our Second Amendment rights. The topic 
I need help with is: How do you explain to 
someone who has no interest in firearms 
and who feels they are well protected by 
the local police that expanded background 
checks, national gun registration and ero- 
sion of our Second Amendment rights is 
bad for everyone? Why should they care 
about my right to protect my family and 
loved ones? How do we convince the sheep 
that they too need the sheepdogs to sur- 
vive? Please help me make the argument. 

Thank you, 

Fred Itzkowitz, via email 

Fred, 

"No one is so blind as those who refuse to 
see." We cannot force people to understand. 
Many people need to experience something 
before they believe it. Sadly, most people who 
experience lost liberty wilt never live fo see it re- 
turned. I have an upcoming story about univer- 
sal background checks, but short of continuing 
to be politically active and socially responsible, 
there is not much we can do to help people to 
believe as we believe. We can lead by example 
and be the best gun owners we know how to 
be. We can present facts to counter every emo- 
tionally based argument the left offers up and 
we can be there to help people when they have 
questions. Even though we are on opposite 
sides of the issues, we should not be adversar- 
ial. Our goal should be to try to help people un- 
derstand that freedom is something we should 
all protect. We can do that best by showing 
people that responsibly armed Americans are 
not the problem. 

Stay safe, 

Kevin MIchalowski 

Executive Editor 
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SOG INSITNCTMINI 
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»FEDERAL COURT 
DISMISSES CALIFORNIA 
GUN LAW CHALLENGE 

A California federal district court dis- 
missed a challenge that California's Unsafe 
Handgun Act (UHA) is unconstitutional.The 
court upheld the UHA as not infringing on 
California residents' Second Amendment 
rights and rebuffed the "equal protection 
challenge" brought by the Second Amend- 
ment and Calguns Foundations. The UHA 
prohibits the manufacture, sale, gifting or 
lending of any handgun in California that 
does not meet four requirements, includ- 
ing the microstamping requirement NSSF 
is separately challenging in state court. 

The court ignored the plaintiffs' argu- 
ment that inherent in the right to keep and 
bear arms there must also be a correspond- 
ing ability to acquire them, concluding 
that more than 1,000 firearms currently a re 
available. Plaintiffs immediately appealed 
this order to the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals. 

From The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation - March 2,2015 

»COURT DENIES 
REHEARING IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY 
AMMO BAN SUIT 

Anti-hunting groups suffered another 
defeat when the D.C. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals denied the Center for Biological Di- 
versity's request for rehearing of the court's 
decision not to ban traditional lead ammu- 
nition under the Toxic Substances Control 
Act, The court issued a one-sentence order 
rejecting the lawsuit against the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 

The NSSF defended the interests of the 
firearms and ammunition industry in the 
suit, which if allowed to move forward, 
would have had far-reaching consequenc- 
es for sportsmen, gun owners, law enforce- 
ment, the military and conservation fund- 
ing. 

From The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation - March 2,2015 

»CONCEALED CARRY 
READY FOR W. VIRGINIA 
HOUSE CONSIDERATION 
AFTER PASSING SENATE 

West Virginia is in line to become the 
sixth state to allow the concealed carry of 


a gun without a permit. The bill cleared the 
state Senate and was sent to the House of 
Delegates. 

The bill, which passed 32-2, would elim- 
inate the current permit requirement and 
training that operates through county 
sheriff's departments. It also would move 
back the age of a person allowed to carry a 
hidden firearm from 21 to 18. 

Senator Mike Romano (D-Harrison) vot- 
ed for the bill but tried to amend it a few 
times Friday before the final vote. One of 
his amendments would keep the age at 21. 

"We don't have the life experience. We 
don't have the knowledge of what it is 
about life and death when we're 18 years 
old," Romano said. 

From The West Virginia Metro News - 
Feb, 27, 2015 

»MINNESOTA: 

SUPPRESSOR 
OWNERSHIP AND SHALL 
SIGN LEGISLATION 
INTRODUCED 

Two pro-gun bills aimed at respect- 
ing the Second Amendment rights of 
law-abiding Minnesotans were introduced 
in the Minnesota Legislature. Senate File 
1435, sponsored by state Sens. Paul E. 
Gazelka (R-09), David J. Tomassoni (DFL- 
06) and Lyle Koenen (DFL-17) in the state 
Senate, and House File 1434, sponsored by 
state Reps. Tony Cornish (R-23B), Mark An- 
derson (R-09A) and David Dill {DFL-03A) in 
the state House, are companion bills that 
would legalize ownership and possession 
of firearm sound suppressors. 

Suppressors, sometimes referred to as 
"silencers,"are items covered under the Na- 
tional Firearms Act. Currently illegal to own 
under Minnesota law, suppressors are legal 
to own under federal law and in 39 states. 
While they do not eliminate the sound of a 
firearm, suppressors do reduce the muzzle 
report of the gun much in the same way 
that a muffler reduces exhaust noise from 
a car or truck. 

There are numerous benefits associated 
with the use of suppressors. These benefits 
include increased accuracy due to reduced 
recoil and muzzle blast, protection from 
hearing damage and reduced noise pollu- 
tion. Noise complaints are frequently used 
as an excuse to close shooting ranges, in- 
formal shooting areas and hunting lands 
throughout the country. Increased use of 


suppressors will help to eliminate many of 
these complaints and protect hunting and 
shooting areas well into the future. 

Also included in SF 1435 and HF 1434 
is a "shall sign" provision, requiring that 
certification by a chief law enforcement 
officer (CLEO), when a signoff is required 
for the transfer of a firearm or other item 
regulated by the National Firearms Act, 
be provided within 15 days as long as the 
applicant is not prohibited by law from re- 
ceiving it. Under current law, a CLEO may 
refuse to sign off for any reason, including 
their own personal feelings toward NFA-re- 
lated items, which has created issues for 
law-abiding citizens. By removing any pos- 
sibility of personal bias, which might reside 
behind many CLEOs refusing to sign off, 
and creating a statewide standard, SF 1435 
and HF 1434 protect the rights of law-abid- 
ing gun owners across Minnesota. 

From The National Rifle Association - 
March 7, 201 5 

» MICHIGAN GOVERNOR 
RICK SNYDER SIGNS 
REVISED GUN BILLS TO 
‘STREAMLINE* CONCEALED 
PISTOL PERMIT PROCESS 

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, who has 
twice vetoed similar proposals, signed 
into law revised legislation to modify the 
process for obtaining a concealed pistol 
license in Michigan. 

Senate Bills 34 and 35, now Public Acts 
3 and 4, of 2015, call for the elimination of 
county gun boards by December. Duties 
will be transferred to county clerks and the 
Michigan State Police. 

"These bills streamline how we issue 
concealed pistol licenses, creating a uni- 
form system that will better support the 
rights of firearms owners in Michigan," Sny- 
der said in a statement. "I appreciate that 
the Legislature revamped this legislation, 
removing any unintended consequences 
that could have put domestic abuse vic- 
tims in danger." 

The Republican governor had vetoed 
county gun board bills in January, citing con- 
cerns with a provision that would have re- 
moved a blanket CPL prohibition for individ- 
uals subject to a personal protection order, 

He vetoed much broader legislation 
back in 2012 that would have also allowed 
permit holders with extra training to bring 
concealed weapons in carry-free zones like 
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schools and bars. 

The new bills, approved by the Republi- 
can-led Senate in the first voting of the new 
session and later approved by the House, 
do not contain either of the provisions that 
had led to those consecutive vetoes. 

Supporters say scrapping gun boards 
will make Michigan a true "shall issue" 
state, requiring clerks to issue pistol per- 
mits based on statutory eligibility alone. 
The gun board process and timeline could 
vary by county. 

"It was a long haul," said Sen. Mike Green, 
R-Mayville, who sponsored various itera- 
tions of the legislation. "It's been four and 
a half years, and a lot of work has gone into 
it. I'm happy (the governor) decided to sign 
it. in a year, people will say, what was the 
gun board again? Why did we have those? I 
don't foresee any complications." 

The new bills, revised as they were, still 
faced some pushback. Critics argued they 
will effectively eliminate the opportunity 
for discretion by local officials who may 
know information that does not pop up in 
a standard background check. 

"We know from research that giving law 
enforcement discretion to determine who 
should legally be allowed to carry firearms 
is an important protection against high- 
risk individuals, such as those with recent 
violent histories, from bringing loaded 
guns into public places," said Dr. Daniel 
Webster, director of the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Gun Policy and Research. "Be- 
cause our federal standards are so weak, 
it's critical that extra safeguards are in place 
to deny permits to applicants who pose a 
danger to society." 

The new laws, once implemented, will 
require county clerks to issue permits to 
qualifying applicants within 45 days. If 
they do not issue or reject a permit by that 
deadline, an application receipt will qualify 
as a temporary permit. MSP will be tasked 
with running background checks and veri- 
fying other eligibility requirements. 

Initial application fees for a five-year per- 
mit will be reduced from $105 to $100 un- 
der the laws, which dictate how funding will 
be distributed to counties and state police. 

Renewal application fees will increase 
from $105 to $1 15, and MSP will be expect- 
ed to develop an online renewal system by 
2018. 

From MichiganLive. com - March 4,2015 


»LAWMAKER PROPOSES 
BILL TO BLOCK AMMO BAN 

A Florida representative proposed a bill 
to block a ban on the sale of certain am- 
munition. 

U.S. Rep. Tom Rooney introduced the 
Protecting Second Amendment Rights Act 
in response to federal regulator's proposed 
changes for exempting armor piercing 
ammo for sporting purposes. 

Rooney said his legislation would pro- 
hibit the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire- 
arms and Explosives or any federal agency 
from changing regulations or prohibiting 
the manufacture, importation or sale of 
ammo in the U.S, 

"Congress has made its intentions clear 
that this ammunition is for sporting pur- 
poses and should not be restricted," he 
said in a statement. "We cannot and we 
will not stand by while the Obama Admin- 
istration tramples on the Constitution, the 
rule of law and the Second Amendment 
rights of hunters in my district and across 
the country." 

The ATF introduced the proposal and 
informed the public that if it didn't change 
the framework for regulating ammo, it 
would have to prohibit 5.56 "green tip" 
since it has the legal characteristics of ar- 
mor piercing rounds. 

Despite the ATF suggesting the pro- 
posed changes would give it more flexibil- 
ity to grant exemption requests, Rooney 
sees the changes as an attempt to make it 
easier for the ATF to ban ammo. 

Rooney introduced the bill without text 
on Feb. 27, and it was referred to the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

From Gunsxom - March 3,2015 

»N£W BILL GIVES THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL THE 
POWER TO BLOCK GUN 
SALES TO 'SUSPECTED* 
TERRORISTS 

More than two dozen Democrats in the 
House and Senate — and one Republican 
— want to give the U.S. attorney general 
the power to block the sale of guns and 
explosives to known terrorists and also to 
anyone who is "appropriately suspected" of 
being a terrorist. 

The Denying Firearms and Explosives to 
Dangerous Terrorists Act was introduced 
by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) and Rep. 
Peter King (R-N.Y.). They say it makes no 


sense that people on the terrorist watch 
list are prohibited from boarding airplanes 
in the United States but are still free to buy 
guns and explosives. 

"Federal law already prohibits nine cat- 
egories of dangerous persons from pur- 
chasing or possessing firearms, including 
the mentally ill and criminals," King said. 
"Yet, after almost 14 years, we still allow 
suspected terrorists the ability to purchase 
firearms. It's time for common sense to pre- 
vail before it's too late." 

Feinstein and King noted that, accord- 
ing to GAO, people on the terrorist watch 
list who tried to buy a weapon in 2013 and 
2014 were successful about 93 percent of 
the time. 

But it seems unlikely that a GOP-led 
House and Senate will agree to give the at- 
torney general the power to stop gun sales, 
especially with President Barack Obama 
still in office for the next two years. 

Under the bill, the attorney general would 
be a bl e to stop t h e tra nsfer of a g u n o r expl o- 
sive to a "known or suspected" terrorist if it's 
possible the person might use the firearm in 
connection with terrorism. The bill language 
says the attorney general can stop the trans- 
fer if he or she "has a reasonable belief that 
the prospective transferee may use a firearm 
in connection with terrorism." 

Sales could be blocked to anyone known 
to be involved in terrorist activities or any- 
one who is "appropriately suspected "That 
term is used throughout the bill but is nev- 
er defined and would likely be a cause for 
alarm by defenders of the Second Amend- 
ment who might worry about giving the 
attorney general too much discretion in 
deciding who is "appropriately suspected" 
of terrorism. 

One example of how that authority 
could be abused was revealed last week, 
when it was reported that the Department 
of Homeland Security had produced an 
intelligence assessment that focuses on 
terrorist attacks from right-wing groups in- 
terested in defending themselves from the 
federal government. That led to more criti- 
cism that the Obama administration is not 
worried enough about radical Islamic ter- 
rorist threats and is overly worried about 
right-wing groups. 

The legislation would keep current pro- 
visions of the law that allow people who 
are blocked from buying a gun or an explo- 
sive to know why he or she was denied and 
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to challenge that decision at the Depart- 
ment of Justice and then through a lawsuit 
if needed. 

The Senate bill is co-sponsored by 1 1 
Democrats, and the House bill is cospon- 
sored by 14 Democrats. King is the only 
Republican on the bill. 

From The Blaze - Feb. 26, 2015 

»LAW]UIAKERS TAKING 
ANOTHER CRACK AT 
EXPANDING GUN CHECKS 

Former congresswoman Gabriel le Gif- 
fords returned to Capitol Hill to help kick- 
start a longshot campaign to expand crim- 
inal background checks to all commercial 
firearms sales. 

Similar legislation that sought to expand 
background checks failed to get a hearing 
in the House last session. With the GOP ex- 
panding its majority and winning control of 
the Senate, prospects for the bill might be 
even more unlikely this session. 

Still, Democratic Rep. Mike Thompson, of 
California, predicted the legislation would 
pass if GOP leadership would let it come to 
the House floor for a vote. Congress passed 
record funding for background checks in 
the last session, he said, 

"If they are willing to fund the system at 
historic levels, they should support using 
the system,"Thompson said. 

Under the current system, cashiers at 
stores selling guns call in to check with the 
FBI or other designated agencies to ensure 
the customer doesn't have a criminal back- 
ground. Many lawmakers want to expand 
such checks to sales at gun shows and pur- 
chases made through the Internet. 

The National Rifle Association opposes 
expanding background checks. The or- 
ganization says many people sent to pris- 
on because of gun crimes get their guns 
through theft or the black market, and no 
amount of background checks can stop 
those criminals. The group attributed the 
effort on Capitol Hill to New York City May- 
or Michael Bloomberg, who has worked to 
impose stricter background checks in sev- 
eral states. 

"If Bloomberg and his supporters were 
serious about solving underlying problems, 
they would work to reform our broken 
mental health system, not attack the rights 
of America's 100 million gun owners," said 
Chris Cox, executive director of the NRA's 
lobbying arm. 


While Congress has declined to pass ex- 
panded background checks for firearm pur- 
chases, five states have done so since the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School shootings 
in December 2012. They are Washington, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware and New 
York, according to the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence. 

Giffords and Mark Kelly, a former NASA 
space shuttle commander, founded Amer- 
icans for Responsible Solutions. The orga- 
nization advocates for stricter gun laws. 
They are both scheduled to be at the news 
conference with Thompson and a handful 
of other lawmakers on Wednesday. The Ari- 
zona Democrat has become an increasingly 
active player in the gun-control movement 
since being shot in the head as she met 
with constituents in Tucson nearly four 
years ago. 

"We fought a long, hard battle to pass 
the Brady Bill with bipartisan support in 
1993, and now we simply need to finish 
the job," said Sarah Brady, co-founder of the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence. 

From ABC News - /Wore/) 3, 2015 

» DEBATE OVER 
UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND 
CHECKS FOR FIREARMS 
SALES GROWS 

The gun control debate continues as U.S. 
lawmakers announce legislation to imple- 
ment universal background checks on all 
gun sales. 

It's garnering bipartisan support, includ- 
ing support from U.S. Congressman Pat 
Meehan. Meanwhile, pro-gun supporters 
argue against the need for this legislation. 
Meehan, R-7, of Upper Darby, co-spon- 
sored the resolution. 

"A stronger background check system 
on commercial sales will make ourcommu- 
nities safer and help keep guns out of the 
hands of people who shouldn't have them," 
he said in a prepared statement. "This leg- 
islation will help save lives while protecting 
the rights of law-abiding Americans." 

He supported the same legislation last 
session and led bipartisan proposals to cre- 
ate stricter penalties on straw purchases 
and gun trafficking. The Public Safety and 
Second Amendment Rights Protection Act 
of 2015, or House Resolution 1217, is iden- 
tical to what failed in 2013. As a second 
attempt is made to add further regulatory 
measures, the same players are unsatisfied 


with the political maneuver to correct the 
nations gun system. 

Pro-gun advocates, including NRA lead- 
ers, argue that federal law already outlaws 
individuals prohibited from obtaining a 
firearm, and a universal background check 
won't decrease criminal activity. One Penn- 
sylvania gun rights advocate points to 
flaws in the current system that need to be 
addressed instead of tacking on additional 
regulations. 

"Universal background checks are noth- 
ing more than another item in the stable 
of political deception (that fails to address) 
real problems in our society," said Kim Stolf- 
er, chairman of gun rights group Firearms 
Owners Against Crime. 

Federal regulations prohibit unlawful 
transfers to anyone "known or believed to 
be prohibited from possessing firearms." 
Those prohibited are classified as convict- 
ed felons and individuals adjudicated by 
the court system as mentally ill. The fed- 
eral law, or the Gun Control Act of 1963, 
requires background checks on firearm 
dealers, manufacturers and importers. It 
also prohibits interstate transfers except 
for licensed manufacturers, dealers and 
importers. 

The Brady Act of 1993 requires federal- 
ly licensed dealers to request background 
checks on firearms transfers. It omits pri- 
vate sellers. Stolfer pointed out 23 state 
and federal gun laws were violated in 
the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. In the past 25 years, there have 
been police officers shot and killed by indi- 
viduals prohibited from purchasing a fire- 
arm, including the recent shooting death 
of Philadelphia Police Officer Robert Wil- 
son III. Lawmakers might argue single-day 
mass shooting events that occurred in the 
past 10 years are reasons for political ac- 
tion to ensure the safety of citizens. 

Gun control activists dub the legislative 
push for universal background checks as a 
way to close "the gun show loophole," by 
requiring a background check for private 
sales of all firearms. Since private sellers 
are classified as individuals selling or trans- 
ferring firearms not as a primary source of 
income, they are not subjected to the same 
federal licensing regulations as for-prof- 
it gun dealers. Gun shops are required to 
register as federally-licensed arms deal- 
ers by meeting application requirements 
set by the U.S. government. Federal arms 



BY M.D. JOHNSON 


dealers must perform background checks 
during the time of purchase. The check 
runs a quick search on all available records 
on the Individual purchasing a gun. State 
laws on gun sales and purchases vary. New 
York and Delaware expanded background 
checks for all firearms transfers, including 
purchases from unlicensed sellers. Penn- 
sylvania's laws have similar restrictions, 
but only on handguns. In Pennsylvania, 
there are no permit, registration or license 
requirements for owners with rifles, shot- 
guns and handguns. Carriers are only re- 
quired to have a permit to carry a handgun 
in the state. 

Regardless of current laws, gun control 
advocates want the system repaired. 

"One of the key things to note is that cur- 
rent law in Pennsylvania requires that all 
handguns (purchases) are subject to back- 
ground checks, but there is a loophole In 
Pennsylvania," said Terry Rumsey, co-chair 
of Delaware County United for Sensible 
Gun Policy. 

He said the loophole that currently ex- 
ists in Pennsylvania's legislation is permit- 
ting private sales of rifles and shotguns 
without a background check. 

"A federal law would take care of the 
whole country, and that's the strongest 
solution possible," Rumsey said. 

He noted a "long-standing political dom- 
inance of the NRA" has delayed expanding 
background check regulations. He said 
there's a common perception from legisla- 
tors that supporting NRA initiatives guar- 
antees chances at winning an election. 

"It comes down to the fact that legis- 
lators are still marching in step with NRA 
lobbyists rather than the people who they 
represent," Rumsey said. "We are trying to 
change that dynamic, and we are making 
progress." 

NRA officials continue to question law- 
makers' efforts in regulating gun distribu- 
tion. In a statement posted on the NRA 
website last year, organization leaders 
blamed the problem on a "broken men- 
tal health system that is not going to be 
fixed with more background checks at gun 
shows."Gun rights backers think it's imprac- 
tical to implement universal background 
checks to close supposed "loopholes" that 
don't exist. Federal law currently states it's 
illegal for anyone with a criminal history or 
serious mental illness to possess a firearm. 

"It puts us all at risk,"Stolfer said. 


Meehan did not immediately return a 
request for comment regarding opposition 
against the legislation. 

From The Delaware County Daily 
Times - March S, 2015 

» BIPARTISAN 
BACKGROUND CHECK 
BILL INTRODUCED IN U.S. 
HOUSE 

A bill was introduced in the House that 
aims to close background check loop- 
holes in the purchase of firearms in the 
country, officials said. 

Written by representatives Pete King, 
R-New York, and Mike Thompson, D-Cal- 
ifornia, HR 1217 will expand the back- 
ground check system to encompass the 
commercial sale of all firearms, includ- 
ing those sold at gun shows, through 
the Internet and in classified ads. It will 
strengthen the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System by incentiv- 
izing states to improve their reporting 
through federal grant dollars, includes 
exceptions for family and friend transfers 
and will form a commission to examine 
incidents of mass violence in the country, 
according to a press release from Thomp- 
son's office. 

The Public Safety and Second Amend- 
ment Rights Protection Act of 201 5, pro- 
ponents of which say is meant to keep 
guns out of the hands of criminals and 
the mentally ill, is identical to the Man- 
chin-Toomey bill that failed in 2013. The 
NRA has said a universal background 
check system would put an undo burden 
on law-abiding gun owners. The group 
had a similar quarrel with the other bipar- 
tisan attempt at background check legis- 
lation drafted by West Virginia Democrat- 
ic Sen. Joe Manchin and Republican Sen. 
PatToomey. 

An article referencing the NRA's in- 
volvement in that effort quickly drew vit- 
riol from the gun rights group the same 
day it was published. 

"NRA does NOT support universal back- 
ground checks and is not working with 
Manchin to implement this type of legis- 
lation," the NRA's Chris Cox wrote in a 201 3 
statement. "NRA opposes, and will con- 
tinue to oppose, universal background 
checks and registration schemes." 

Thompson and King were both given 
Ds on the NRA's Political Victory Fund re- 


port card — a system that rates political 
candidates on their voting record as it 
pertains to gun rights issues — during 
the last election cycle. Both Thompson 
and King voted against an amendment in 
2014 that passed the House by a 60-point 
margin and would prohibit the District 
of Columbia from implementing certain 
firearms laws, according to Project Vote 
Smart, a nonpartisan political research 
organization. The two also voted against 
a concealed carry reciprocity bill in 201 1, 
which passed the House by 1 1 8 votes and 
went to the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary. In 2010, when a bill was intro- 
duced exempting guns from an estate for 
bankruptcy proceedings, the two voted in 
support. 

That's not to say the two have always 
seen eye to eye on gun-related legisla- 
tion. In 2008, while Thompson voted in fa- 
vor of killing portions of the D.C. firearms 
ban — namely, with the repeal of both 
the registration requirement and ammu- 
nition ban in addition to the removal of 
criminal penalties for possession of un- 
registered firearms — King opposed the 
repeals bill, according to political data. A 
few years earlier, Thompson supported a 
bill seeking to reform the Bureau of Al- 
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
while King voted against it. The same year, 
2006, the two took the same positions on 
an amendment to prevent funds for trig- 
ger lock enforcement. Because King has 
shown he's willing to reach across the 
aisle, it's no surprise the NRA has given 
him such a poor political score. The New 
York native has said he's considering a 
bid in the 2016 presidential race, if only 
to keep isolationist Republicans like Ken- 
tucky Sen, Rand Paul and Sen. Ted Cruz 
of Texas from taking his party away from 
what he called realistic foreign policy and 
national security priorities. 

The new background check legislation 
was co-authored by a bipartisan House 
coalition made up of representatives Mike 
Fitzpatrick, R- Pennsylvania, Pat Meehan, 
R-Pennsylvania, Bob Dold, R-lllinois, Ben- 
nie Thompson, D-Mississippi, Elizabeth 
Esty, D-Connecticut and Kathleen Rice, 
D-New York. 

From Guns.com - March 4,2015 
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1 » Brass Stacker Clock Slide Pull 

This drop-in modification to your Glock pistol allows 
individuals with compromised hand strength to more 
easily rack the slide. It installs with the included hex 
key and requires no drilling or permanent modification 
of the gun. CNC-machined from lightweight 6061 
aluminum, made in the USA and covered by a 
100-percent lifetime warranty, head to brassstacker.com 
to get yours. MSRP; $45 


4» Cutting Edge Bullets PHD .45 ACP 

The PHD — "Personal Home Defense" — cartridge 
combines Jagemann brass with a deeply hollow-pointed 
copper solid. Once in a target, the petals on the 1 50-grain 
projectile are designed to shear off, separating the 
bullet into five separate pieces and optimizing its threat- 
stopping potential. Available in common defensive 
sidearm calibers at cuttingedgebullets.com. 

MSRP: $33.99-$39.99 



CRl 23 A battery. Three output levels and 
a strobe setting make this extremely 
compact and reliable flashlight an 
excellent addition to anyone's EDC 
Get yours with an included no-hassle 
lifetime warranty at powertac.com. 
MSRP: $64.95 


identification and other common items in a convenient 
position to be drawn from the pocket without having to 
expose the entire unit. Available in exotic prints as well 
as solid colors at sneakypeteholsters.com. 

MSRP: $29.95 


3» Gold Star HOT ROD 
Center Console Holster 

Depending on your preferred level of security in your 
vehicle, the HOT ROD facilitates mounting your sidearm 
and magazines in the console in order to keep your 
defensive arms at hand and safely stowed. Once the 
hook-and-loop backing is mounted to the inside of the 
console, the holster unit is positioned to your preference 
for ease of accessibility and a quick draw. Find discreet 
storage and rapid access with all the coverage of a 
quality IWB holster from goldstarholsters.net. 

MSRP: $60.95 




In the February/March 20 1 5 
issue, we misictentified the 
web address for Militec- 1 
Lubricant. We regret the error 
and encourage you to visit 
www.militec l.com for the 
incredibie and unique story 
behind this battle-tested 
product. 


2» Sneaky Pete InnerPocket 

This calfskin leather pocket organizer securely holds 
a cell phone, single-stack magazine, business cards, 


5» PowerTac Cadet Gen 2 

With a blinding maximum output of 492 lumens, this 
unit operates off of a Cree XM-L2U2 LED and a single 









6» Liberty Lube CLP and Solvent 

Liberty Lube CLP penetrates into the pores of your firearm 
on a microscopic level, preventing it from running off of the 
moving parts and greatly reducing friction. As it works on the 
micro level, results are best when you can apply the product 
and then heat the firearm to lock the lubricant in. Liberty 
Lube Solvent requires only two to five minutes on your 
firearm before fouling can be simply brushed away. For more 
information and a demonstration, visit libertygunlube.com. 
MSRF: $20/$30 
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1 » Nelson Holsters XCalibur 

This IWB holster was designed at the request of a former 
Navy SEAL and is in use by several Team Members today. 
A neoprene backing is bonded to a moisture-wicking 
material, which keeps sweat off of your gun and allows 
for a more comfortable ride. They are available for right- 
and left-handers, and can be ordered with loops for 
all sizes of belts and in dozens of coior/reinforcement 
combinations. Score yours at nelsonholsters.com. 
MSRP: $115.95 


5» Elite Survival Systems 
Smokescreen Concealment Backpack 

This single-strap backpack is designed for maximum 
versatility in a discreet package. The dedicated gun 
compartment with built-in holster rides below a 
main compartment large enough for a light jacket, 
water and other EDC components. Segmented foam 
panels on the back surface facilitate comfort and 
ventilation. Available in blue, black and coyote at 
elitesurvivdi.com. MSRP: $129.95 



3» Lyman Essential 
Gun Mat 

This American-made cleaning mat 
will protect your gun and your 
table white performing routine 
maintenance. Chemical-resistant 
and made from synthetic rubber for 
a non-stick surface, it also features 
molded-in storage compartments 
to keep your gun parts and cleaning 
components secured and organized. 
Measuring 15.75 by 10 inches, order 
yours at lymanproducts.com. 

MSRP: $14.98 


4» CrossBreed PacMat 

This combination of a left- or right- 
handed CrossBreed holster and a 
9x8-inch platform allows you to carry 
securely and safely in a briefcase, 
backpack or any other type of personal 
luggage. Also available are magazine 
carriers and the Bedside Back-Up 
Assembly, affording you the option 
of securing your pistol at hand while 
you sleep. Dozens of quality options 
are available at crossbreedholsters. 
com. MSRP: $47.95 (with multiple 
optional add-ons) 


2» SOG Dark Energy 550A 

The 550-lumen Dark Energy ships with a pair of CRl 23 
batteries and operates at momentary on, reading, 40 
percent, 100 percent, and strobe. Its 6061 -T6 body is 
aggressively textured for sure grip and the pocket clip 
affords a very positive grip on clothing 
and gear. Available at national 
retailers and at sogknives.com. 

MSRP: $122 
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»THERE ARE 
SHOOTING RANGES 

and there are ranges where you can train. 
You should look for the latter, but we are 

often stuck with the former. 

When I say "shooting" range, I am refer- 
ring to the style of range frequented by 
old men wearing tweed jackets and braid- 
ed leather suspenders. You will often see 
these guys shooting "bull's eye targets" 
from a one-handed stance. A range like 
this typically has lots of rules about pistol 
shooting — crazy rules like: no drawing 
from the holster, no more than one shot 
per second and no moving while shoot- 
ing, These rules keep you from training 
for all the things you really need to do in a 
self-defense situation. 

But enough about what you can't do. 
Let's talk about how you can work within 
those oppressive rules to actually train for 
self-defense on a "shooting" range. 1 have a 
couple drills that will help you. 


TABLE-TOP "DRAW" 

If you can't draw from the holster, per- 
haps you can "draw" from the top of your 
shooting bench. This little drill will teach 
you Just about everything you need to 
know about getting on target quickly, ex- 
cept moving your cover garment and clear- 
ing leather. You will deforced to quickly ac- 
quire a firing grip, bring the pistol on target 
and complete the trigger press. 

This drill works best with a partner and a 
shot timer. If you don't have both, you can 
use one orthe other, To set up this drill, first 
load and make ready. Then lay your pistol 
on the shooting table with the muzzle 
pointed downrange and the grip pointed 
to the side of your dominant hand. For a 
right-handed shooter, that means you will 
have the muzzle downrange and the grip 
pointed to the right. 

On the command, grab the pistol with 
your strong hand, acquire a firing grip, 
bring your support hand into place as you 
acquire the target and fire as soon as your 
front sight is on the target. 

Your shot timer can tell you how quickly 
you performed this action, as most have a 
timer that tells the elapsed time between 
the "beep" and the first shot. I would rath- 
er that you not focus on the "beep" as the 



Treat all firearms 
they were loaded 



Point the muzzle ii 

direction at ai 


p your finger c 


and on the 


)Li are on ta 


tend to shoe 








BY KEVIN MICHALOWSKI 






» Some ranges will categorically dis- 
allow you from bolstering or drawing 
a gun under any circumstances. As 
inconvenient as this is, it doesn't mean 
you have to settle for standing stagnant 
on the firing line; you can still train in 
a dynamic fashion to maximize your 
range time and better prepare yourself. 
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» No holster? No problem. Though not a true draw, accessing 
your sidearm from the tabletop works a lot of the same mental 
and physical processes as your standard from-cover drills. 




signal to start fighting, but we are making 
do with bad situation here. We can discuss 
responses to pre-threat indicators in a fu- 
ture column. 

As always, start slow for form and focus 
on making one solid, center-mass hit. Once 
you have the mechanics in place, you can 
start picking up speed. 

I have found that getting the pistol up off 
the table can be more difficult than expect- 
ed, as a quality holster presents the pistol so 
it is easy to grab the gripframe. To get the 
same effect on the table, I have found set- 
ting the pistol on a small sand bag gives a 
more realistic presentation. 

Use this drill to help you quickly establish 
a two-handed firing grip and a sight picture 
as you pick up your "draw" speed. Fire only 
one round, and focus on making that one 
round count. You might only get one round 
in a gunfight. 

ROLL OUT FROM COVER 

No, you will not be doing acrobatics. You 
will simply be using your shooting station 
to practice shooting from behind cover but 
without the cover. You see, you don't really 
need the cover to practice using the posi- 
tions to effectively shoot from behind it. 
There are two big rules about shooting from 
behind cover; 1. Stay back from the cover 


about 3 to 5 feet, and 2. Don't lean out. Get 
a proper stance and "roll" out. 

Let's start with standing. To make this 
easy we will assume you are right-handed 
and shooting around the right side of cover. 
That is the easiest place to start. 

Your shooting stance will change from 
what you might consider normal in order to 
ensure the majority of your body stays be- 
hind the cover. Get in your normal shooting 
stance with your feet about shoulder-width 
apart. Now take about a half-step forward 
with your right foot. Come to full extension 
with your arms, flex your right knee slightly 
and "roll" forward, supporting your weight 
on your right foot and leg. As you do this, 
you will see your hands come a bit down 
and to your right as you "roll" slightly out the 
right side of the cover. 

You want to practice this move so that 
when you actually get behind cover to try 
the real thing, your feet, legs and most of 
your torso remain behind the cover. Only 
your head, arms and hands (which are hold- 
ing your gun) are exposed, thus offering 
your adversary a very small target 

Roll out, fire a shot on target and roll 
back. Now drop down on one knee, putting 
your left knee on the ground and again sup- 
porting your weight with your right foot. 
Execute the same drill from the kneeling 


position. Roll forward and you will see your 
hands come a bit down and to the right, 
getting your gun around that cover. Aim 
and take the shot. 

Shooting around the left side of cover 
is a simple matter of reversing your foot 
position. But a right-handed shooter firing 
around the left side of a barrier is faced with 
a dilemma. You can maintain your standard 
shooting grip, but if you do, you will need to 
expose more of yourself as you roll out. Go- 
ing around the left side of the barrier is a bit 
more awkward. You can, if you feel comfort- 
able, shoot left-handed. But this will require 
even more practice. 

It is important to remember that you are 
doing this drill on the range and without 
cover only to learn the foot position and 
the motions and to experience the recoil 
of your weapon when firing from a differ- 
ent position. In order to master it, you will 
need to practice it from behind cover. You 
can conduct dry practice in your garage or 
basement by using a doorway, but eventu- 
ally you will want to get to a range and put 
all the pieces together in a live-fire training 
sequence. 

Stay safe. Train hard. 







Add the Official Book of Gander Mountain 
Academy to Your Arsenal Today! 


A Book Unlike Any Other... 



This 231 page, full color, high quality book 
will help you prepare for or even prevent a 
home invasion or violent encounter outside 
the home. In this book you’ll discover: 


V A complete guide to understanding 

conflict avoidance & situational 
awareness.. .{don’t miss pages 26-33!) 


V Handgun, shotgun & AR-15 basics; 
shooting fundamentals; and the 
physiology of violent encounters... 


V Howto easily prepare for the legal 
consequences of using deadly force 

{do NOT miss pages 169-177 - what to do 
after the shooting stops...} 


V A comprehensive, easy-to-read manual 
with rich graphics and diagrams, printed 
in full color... 


Get Your Copy Today At; 

www.ConcealedCarryFundamentals.com 


GET YOUR COPY TODAY AT: 

WWW. ConcealedCarryFundamentals .com 





































I DON’T WANT TO TALK ABOUT FASHION 

or which clothes are the best for concealing a 
pistol, because that's going to be different for 
everybody. I don't even want to talk about which 
gun company has the coolest T-shirts to wear to 
the range. Instead, I want to talk about clothing 
and the way it can affect how safely you carry 
your firearm. 

As this issue reaches your hands, we're turn- 
ing the corner from spring into summer, and so 
I don't have to harp too much on my personal 
clothing-related safety bugbear, which is draw- 
strings, especially the kind that have the little 
plastic toggle adjusters on them. If clothing 
manufacturers wanted to deliberately design 
a garment to make people shoot themselves 
in the leg while bolstering a gun, they'd have 
a hard time coming up with something better 
than the waist-level drawstring with plastic tog- 
gle. Mine have all had a date with a pair of scis- 
sors, because I don't look good in bullet holes. 

I go on about sturdy, purpose-designed gun 
belts a lot too, but usually in the context of com- 
fort and for the sake of a consistent draw; how- 
ever, there's a safety issue there too. Too narrow 
or flimsy of a belt can cause the holster mouth to 
roll outward if you aretryingtoputthegunaway 
and get it a little off-center. Your hand pushes 
down, the belt twists and the holster mouth ro- 
tates out, the gun starts to point in at your own 
waist .. . fumble there and things could go south 
in a hurry. Get a good belt. 

How about pockets? Pockets are awesome. 
Big pockets are really awesome because they 
can hold lots of stuff. But If what you put in that 
pocket is a gun, then the gun should be the only 
thing you put in that pocket. No pens, pencils, 
lip balm, lighters, multitools, keys, fat rolls of 
hundreds ... I understand that the carbon fiber 
pocket holster with genuine narwhal leather 
trim that you got for your Blastomatic Pocket 
10mm is the best pocket holster ever, but if you 
don't think Murphy can get your pocket flotsam 
inside it and into the trigger guard, I don't think 
you're giving him enough credit. 

Here's one that I have to watch out for: loose, 
lightweight cover garments. I love those "hi king" 
or "expedition" shirts from companies like Royal 
Robbins or Columbia. I buy 'em several sizes big 
and wear them unbuttoned as "gun burkhas." 
They're comfy, cool, keep the sun off and dry 
fast, but because of their lightweight flowing 
nature, I have to be extra careful to reach behind 
myself with my support hand and gather my 
shirttail off to one side and away from my holster 
when I want to put the gun away. 

Remember, when It comes to your clothing 
choices when carrying a gun, safety is always in 
fashion. 
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THE HIGHWAYMEN OF OLD WERE NO DIFFERENT THAN THE ALLEY- 
DWEllMG HYENAS THAT FUGUE US TODAY; THEY ANNOUNCE THAT YOU 
WILL DO WHATEVER THEY SAY OR THEY WILL SPILL YOUR BLOOD. 



He might have been trying to help me 
understand my math homework, teaching 
me how to field dress a deer or showing me 
how to change the washers in a bathroom 
sink, but the necessity for him to say it was 
always the same: My attention would start 
to drift off of the task at hand, resulting in 
less than optimal performance. I thank him 
for each and every last time he told me to 
"pay attention," as it taught me an awful 
lot about following through on the task at 
band. 

When you are out in public, the task at 
hand is not Just to travel somewhere but to 
travel there and arrive safely and in roughly 
the same condition as when you left. Ideally, 
this will be accomplished without interrup- 
tions from such modern trammels as traffic 
jams, missed trains or buses, getting comi- 
cally splashed with mud by a taxi, or being 
set upon by a predator. This has been the 
case for centuries. Though romanticized by 
songwriters and lofty minded Renaissance 
Faire enthusiasts, the highwaymen of old 
were no different than the alley-dwelling hy- 
enas that plague us today: They announce 
that you will do whatever they say or they 
will spill your blood. In response to this, we 
here at Concealed Carry Magazine regularly 
tell our readers to stay in Condition Yellow: 
alert and scanning for potential threats. 

Do you have the right to walk down every 
alleyoff of Bourbon Street drunk as a gibbon 


and counting off $20 bills to the tune of "The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic"? You certainly 
do. However, doing so would land you high 
in the running for what some callously refer 
to as a "Darwin Award" — recognition of 
an individual who displays such brash and 
borderline unbelievable disregard for com- 
mon sense and self-preservation that their 
behavior basically gets them kicked off the 
planet. 

Color-coding is nothing new to humans, 
but its application to the world of self-de- 
fense is rather novel. Renowned firearms 
instructor Jeff Cooper instituted them at 
his combat handgunning school back in 
the 1970s, and they spread from there to 
every corner of military, police and pri- 
vate citizen situational awareness training. 
Basically, it is a way for instructors and re- 
searchers to categorize the various states 
of human alertness from Condition White 
{absolutely oblivious to your surroundings) 
through Condition Yellow and Condition 
Orange all the way to Condition Red {mak- 
ing the decision that, if a detected threat 
continues, you are prepared to stop it). 

Adult people bopping through life in per- 
manent Condition White haven't a care in 
the world except for whether there are any 
green ones left in their roll of Life Savers. 
Don't get me wrong; they're thinking about 
plenty of things, but nothing of actual con- 
sequence when it comes to keeping them 


alive. Such behavior is what leads to the 
news stories we always feel a little bad about 
laughing at — the dope who walked into an 
open manhole while texting, the dunce who 
ran into traffic while yelling at a friend over 
her shoulder or the earbud-wearing dullard 
who lost a foot because he literally stepped 
onfo a 12-foot alligator that was hissing at 
him as loud as it could. These individuals are 
kept alive by luck and the charitable actions 
of responsible adults. 

The other end of the spectrum “■ per- 
manent Condition Red = is fortunately less 
common. This is the crank that slaps leather 
at every mouse's footstep and draws a rifle 
bead on anyone who approaches within 
700 yards of his residence. I say "fortunate- 
ly" because actual full-on violent paranoia 
is significantly more dangerous to everyone 
around the practitioner than someone who 
never pays any attention to anything they 
do (though, come to think of it, probably not 
by a wide margin). 

Condition Yellow and Condition Orange 
should be the standard and elevated con- 
ditions for the average concealed carrier. 
Those conditions can be described as Alert 
and Alarmed, respectively, and for the pur- 
poses of this column. I'll leave it at that. Long 
story short, always be Alert, because alert- 
ness can hip you to when you should be 
Alarmed. This is, in its crystalline form, what 
we mean when we reference "situational 
awareness." 

Situational awareness is not only a corner- 
stone of any successful Personal Protection 
Plan, it's a trait that those who choose to 
employ a firearm to defend themselves and 
others need to possess in greater quantity 
than the average citizen. A lot of this, how- 
ever, can be built into your PPP by doing — 
or not doing — certain things, and in order 
to stack the deck in your favor, I present to 
you my list of the worst situational aware- 
ness offenders. 

HOODS 

On the opening morning of my first 
white-tailed deer season, my brother and I 
were sitting bundled as tightly as possible 
against the freezing November dawn in our 
blaze-orange hooded parkas. Our father 
stood against a tree to our right, motionless 
in probably half a dozen layers of Wool rich, 
with nothing on his head but a thin deer- 
stalker-type hat. You might know the type. 
It's basically a hat by only the slimmest of 
technicalities. Its tiny brim offers practical- 
ly zero protection from the sun's rays, and 
it is usually folded by the wearer to fit in a 
back pocket, resulting in its shape quick- 



ly shifting to one not unlike the hat Daffy 
Duck wore when he was portraying Robin 
Hood. To put it simply, I have always found 
that they afford the wearer an extremely sil- 
ly appearance. 

But they were worn by basically every 
successful deer hunter my father's age. Why? 

"I never wear a hood or a big hat because 
when you do, you can't see or hear anything," 
my dad said. "If you're wearing a hood or big 
hat, you may as well sit back and take a nap." 

Put simply, literally hooking blinders over 
your head is about the worst thing you can 
do if your intent is to stay atop what is going 
on around you, let alone be able to react to 
it. I understand that hoods have been worn 
for millennia, and I understand that they are 
part of the traditional hunting raiment of 
dozens of indigenous peoples, but I am also 
forced to assume that this is because afford- 
able knit caps were not available to medie- 
val Sami huntsmen. 

EARBUDS 

Here's another one that is difficult for 
people who didn't grow up with them to un- 
derstand: the individual who walks around 
actively not listening to anything going on 
around him — not just inattentive but in- 
tentionally plugging his ears and piping in 
noise that will cover anything else that the 
world might be trying to cue him in on. 1 un- 
derstand how important personal electronic 
devices are to millions of Americans, espe- 
cially those who spend a great deal of time 
on public transportation, but you need to 
try to minimize the time you make yourself 
vulnerable through their use. 

PERSONAL ELECTRONICS 

As above, it is now possible to walk down 
a street or sit on a train and become com- 
pletely oblivious to anything and everything 
transpiring around you. Almost all of us have 
found ourselves engaged in an animated or 
intense phone conversation while in public, 
and I suppose that is to be expected now 
that it's basically impossible to"be out" and 
therefore duck a call. However, we also need 
to do all we can to maintain our personal 
security by striking a balance between stay- 
ing in touch with those who we need to be 
able to reach and not becoming the turkey 
snoozing in a pine as the fisher creeps in. 

MODERN SPORT SUNGLASSES 

Whenever new members joined my unit 
at the Sheriff's Office, they would joke about 
the fact that I looked like a Deputy straight 
out of Super Troopers, right down to the 
mustache and Ray-Ban-style aviators. Usu- 


ally years younger than 1, they mostly wore 
the more modern style of sport sunglasses, 
complete with wraparound lenses and the 
big fat ear arms. Though skull-crushingly 
cool and often remnants of their overseas 
military service, such sunglasses have al- 
ways been borderline useless to me as I find 
them to basically negate my ability to see 
anything past my 1 0 and 2. 

Those CH/Ps-style aviators aren't quite as 
goofy when you need to keep the sun out 
of your eyes while watching for drunken 
blindsides. 

Many modern styles of sunglasses offer 
protection from the sun's rays and many are 
even safety-rated, but it is extremely import- 


ant to never give up your ability to actually 
see what the heck is going on arou nd you. If 
you're in the market for wraparounds, make 
sure the arms are thin enough to allow pe- 
ripheral vision. 

I would argue that situational awareness 
is tied only with actually carrying a self-de- 
fense weapon as the single most important 
element of a successful Personal Protection 
Plan. If you're the third or fourth one to know 
that you're in a lethal force encounter, all of 
the gear in the world might not be as useful 
as having been able to dodge the attack in 
the first place. 
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» that was very well done. It was technically perfect 

— lighting, shadows, framing — all perfect, all bad. It was designed to illustrate a 
newspaper profile on me. The local paper could not understand how an educated person 
could be a gun advocate and did a profile on me in order to horrify Its readers,^ The 
photo showed me holding a shotgun, one of the props from my self-defense video. This 
was perfectly accurate, but I read more books in a year than fire shotguns. I have more 
books than shotgun shells. It would have been more accurate to pile my gun books in 
front of me, and I could have held the shotgun behind that fortification. 


A commentator on personal protection advises; 
"... there are five books which should be re- 
quired reading for anyone who carries a gun for 
self-defense. They are: Cooper on Handguns by 
Jeff Cooper; Principles of Personal Defense, also by 
Cooper; Combat Handgunning by Chuck Taylor; In 
the Gravest Extreme by Massad Ayoob; and Miss 
Manners' Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Behavior 
by Judith Martin. The latter book is more likely to 
save your life than the others. People get them- 
selves shot for a lot of reasons — money, drugs, 
etc. — but mostly for wounded pride. If you are se- 
rious about avoiding trouble and staying alive, be 
polite. Neither Miss Manners nor Jeff Cooper ap- 
proves of waggling your middle finger at people. 
Not only is it terrible man ners, it's terrible tactics."^ 
Miss Manners' Guide runs to 826 pages. For- 
tunately, it summarizes for our purposes as, "Do 
not make other people uncomfortable." Simply 
by existing, guns and gun owners make some 
people uncomfortable. This is not fair, right or 
just. It just is. Good manners might keep a per- 
son out of trouble, and failing that, good man- 
ners play better in court. 

Massad Ayoob’s classic In the Gravest Extreme 
has provided good solid practical advice for 
35 years. It is an overview that will get people 
thinking. If it does not, they should not carry 
a gun until it does. The message is, "This is not 
television, people." If you think television is like 
reality, you will go to jail (if you live). This book is 
common sense on how to go home alive. Ayoob 
was denounced as a coward when he wrote 
that he carried a $5 or $10 bill wrapped around 
a matchbook. If harassed by punks, he could 
toss them the bill, with the matchbook giving it 


enough ballistics to throw, and tell the punks to 
have a beer on him. They could go home and 
brag about how they got over on him. He could 
go home. No police investigation, no bail, no law- 
yers. A good day. 

Jeff Cooper is one of the founders of the mod- 
ern craft of defensive pistol shooting. Any of his 
books are valuable. Another pioneer of modern 
pistol shooting is Bill Jordan. Jordan's No Second 
Place Winner was first published in 1965 and is still 
read today. He discusses holsters and fitting the 
holster and grips before getting to combat con- 
siderations. The basics come first. 

Jim Cirillo's Gum, Bullets, and Gunfights discuss- 
es the title subjects with the perspective of a man 
who triumphed in more gunfights than anyone 
else in modern times. Cirillo was on the New York 
Police Department Stakeout Squad, which laid in 
wait for criminals who could not understand the 
meaning of "Police, don't move!" He discusses gun 
and bullet selection, but his accounts of his gun- 
fights are invaluable. 









A hook 00 your state's weapoo and self-defense law is a very basic 
requirement, it demonstrates that you have done your due diligence and 


learned the rules. About 90 percent of the law on this subiecf is the same 
but oniy 80 percent of the time. Some of thatlO or 20 percent is critical. 



Ayoob writes a series of magazine arti- 
cles for American Handgunner magazine 
called "The Ayoob Files." These dissect 
self-defense incidents by police and ci- 
vilians to point out what went right and 
wrong. Smart people learn from their mis- 
takes. Wise people learn from other peo- 
ple's mistakes. 

At first glance, Scotty Phillips' Jusf/ce Ren- 
dered appears to be exclamation marks in- 
terspersed with words. It does a good job of 
recounting the events of various gunfights, 
the reactions of the victim, what went right 
or wrong and the aftermath. The real value 
is that all 12 of the incidents involve people 
who were forced to "draw against the drop" 
and prevailed. Some were underfire when 
they drew their gun. According to the au- 
thor, this selection was a coincidence. It is a 
valuable rebuttal to people who claim that 
the criminal will take your gun away and 
use it on you. 

Gavin DeBecker's books The Gift of Fear 
and Protecting the Gift stand for the propo- 
sition that if something makes you uneasy, 
there is a reason. Fear is hundreds of thou- 
sands of years of evolution ora benevolent 
God whispering, "There's a predator after 
you."^ They are valuable advice for identi- 
fying and dealing with predators great and 
small. 

Michael Martin's Concealed Carry and 
Home Defense Fundamentals is one of the 
best books available on basic self-defense. 
Overwhelmingly illustrated, each photo- 
graph and drawing teaches a lesson in the 
guns, gear, legal considerations and phys- 
ical/mental reactions relevant to self-de- 
fense.'' 

George P. Fletcher's A Crime of Self-De- 
fense recounts Bernhard Goetz's attack by 
four thugs in the subway, his actions in 
self-defense and the legal and social after- 
math. It stands for the proposition that you 
can do everything right during the gun- 
fight and actions afterwards can get you 
criminally charged, sued and ruined. Goetz 
fled the scene and later spoke to police and 
prosecutors without a lawyer. He might 
have survived these errors but made racist 
statements. This took him right to the top 
of the prosecutor's hit parade. He beat the 


murder charge, was sentenced to a year in 
jail for illegally possessing a gun* and was 
sued for $43 million. He lost. 

A book on your state's weapon and 
self-defense law is a very basic require- 
ment. It demonstrates that you have done 
your due diligence and learned the rules. 
About 90 percent of the law on this subject 
is the same, but only 80 percent of the time. 
Some of that 1 0 or 20 percent is critical. 
Bloomfield Press has the widest selection of 
state-specific books.* The American Associ- 
ation of Certified Firearms Instructors has 
a short series of state-specific books. Each 
book contains chapters on selection of 
gun, ammunition and holsters. If you begin 
with no knowledge of these subjects, any 
of the books, regardless of state, can be a 
useful guide. The books focus on the prac- 
ticality and the why and how of concealed 
ca rry. 

Some state-specific books are little more 
than copies of statutes. Statutes change 
and court decisions might twist them be- 
yond recognition. If an author does not 
have updates available, the book is of fleet- 
ing value. A website is the only practical 
way to update a book. 

Subscription to a magazine that provides 
regular advice on legal, tactical and practi- 
cal elements of self-defense is important, 
even critical.^ It shows an ongoing effort to 
keep up with changes in these fields. 

Each gun owner is an ambassador for the 
Second Amendment and shooting com- 
munity. Dale Carnegie’s How to Win Friends 
and Influence People is a magnificent guide. 
It stands for the proposition that you do 
not influence people by lecturing them on 
what you think they should know. You influ- 
ence people by finding out their interests 
and gently linking them to your message. 
A golfer might describe in mind-numbing 
detail his club selection, stance, ball, swing 
and all the environmental factors involved 
in putting a ball in a hole. The shooter can 
interject that he did much the same thing 
with his AR-15 but had to make the hole 
in a paper target himself and put the next 
29 rounds through the same hole, along 
with sending all the tensions of his day 
down range. These short stories are best. 


They describe why we shoot, why we have 
30-round magazines and the pleasure de- 
rived from the skill. 

Gun owners might have to explain the 
Second Amendment to ignorant and hos- 
tile people. A student needs a primer. The 
Second Amendment Primer is a true primer. 
It presents the case for the Second Amend- 
ment as an individual right. 

There are an impossible number of pag- 
es written on the Second Amendment. 
These can be reviewed in the decisions in 
the Heller and McDonald Supreme Court 
cases and their briefs and amicus briefs, but 
most people have a life. The Primer is not 
short, but it covers a great deal of territory 
in a volume about the size of a pocket New 
Testament, 

Police officers must take continuing po- 
lice education classes. Prosecutors must 
take continuing legal education classes.® It 
plays better with the first decision makers 
to show refresher training. Refresher class- 
es are best, but self-study is available to all. 
If things go very bad, you can wave a book 
in court and proclaim, "This is what I was 
taught to do."® Acting in accordance with 
professional advice is a long step down the 
path to proof of acting reasonably. 

Please send questions to Kevin L Jamison, 
2614 NE 56th Ter, Gladstone, MO 6411 9-23 1 1 
or KUamisonLaw@earthHnk.net. Individual 
answers ore not usually possible but might 
be addressed in future columns. 

This information is for legal information 
purposes and does not constitute legal ad- 
vice. For specific questions, you should con- 
sult a qualified attorney. 

ENDNOTES 

n J I received some wonderful hate mail. ( 2 ) Mark Mori- 
tz, "Speed, Power, Accuracy," COMBAT HANDGUNS, 
April, 1 984 page 42 at 44. (3) It could be both. (4) The 
author is connected to a nearby magazine, but I did not 
realize that when t bought the book. (5) He served eight 
months. ( 6 ) www.bloomfieldpress.com. 4848 £ Cactus, 
#505-440 Scottsdale, AZ 85254. (7) A nearby magazine 
is an excellent choice. (S) So do defense lawyers. (9) 
DVDs and websites will have to wait for another time. 










TRAIN FOR THE POSSIBILITY, 
NOT THE PROBABILITY 


Get your insider information every week with the 
Into the Fray video series found exclusively at: 

www.IntoTheFrayVideo.com 












»IT'S A PRETTY SAFE GUESS that everyone reading this magazine owns a few pounds of ammo — and I'm being 

nice about that. Some of you have enough to qualify as an Environmental Protection Agency Superfund site, am I right? 


Despite your readiness though, it's also a pretty safe bet that power, not to mention the levers of power in their halls of jus- 
too many Concealed Cany Magazine readers don't have that tice (where the only justice is in the halls, as Lenny Bruce put it), 
closing defensive shot in their arsenals — the one in a three- Speedy trial? Not when you bill by the hour, 
piece suit, which is as critical as primer and powder for after you But if you're going to carry, which means you've considered 

shoot. the possibility of using a firearm for self-defense, then you 

Lawyers can be a strange breed. They're just people, only not. need access to one of those lawyers as much as you need all 
They think differently. They're highly logical, tending to think in that lead and brass that's currently making your floorboards 
syllogisms. I run into them all the time in my line of work, but creak, 
you? Maybe not so much, or at all. 

Dealings with them can sometimes beat arms length and are WILL YOU CHOOSE TO BE SMART? 
usually unlike any other human interactions you experience. Now, you can do things last-minute and ask the police 
There's that billing rate — in three figures — the legalese (but coming to arrest you for a lawyer. Even if you've acted im- 
at least that's in Latin) and the (supposed) difference in brain peccably in a shooting, you'll need one. Police do have a 





% 



tendency to arrest suspects at the scene, especially the one 
with the still-warm sidearm. But asking the guy hauling you 
off for legal representation might not be the best game plan. 
Among other things, the best lawyers generally don't prac- 
tice {at least for very long) in the help-l-don't-have-a-lawyer 
department of public defenders' offices. Coincidentally, this Is 
the office the police will call for you. 

Learning you've desperately asked the police to get you 
a lawyer you don't have will be taken as a clue. It tells law 
enforcement you are ill- prepared for what comes next: the 
legal hurt locker. It sets up the, "We're the police, and we're 
hereto help you" routine. "Just spill your guts to us, and since 
you're obviously a good guy involved in a perfectly righteous 
shooting, you have nothing to fear, so just come clean and 
everything will go Just fine." 

Watch for those dangerous 1 0 words those officers might 
(or might not) have already quickly read to you: "Everything 
you say can and will be used against you." An arresting officer 
will also ask, "Do you understand the statement I've just read 
to you?" Remember to answer that with an emphatic (but po- 
lite), "No." Because, of course, you have no idea what all the 
implications of that a re, and you want that on the record. And 
by now, you should start to understand me calling your law- 
yer your "last round of self-defense ammo." 

Now, USCCA has a service you can just sign up for and be 
done with this. And to avoid shilling for my publisher here, 
you know there are other services, so check them out too and 
do your due diligence; protecting your freedom is worth a 
few Internet searches. That said, you'll want a formal sit-down 
with your lawyer, a consultation to get to know them as a 
person and to start asking questions. If, God forbid, you ever 
end up in the head-spinning tornado of the aftermath of a 


"Defending yourself" 
takes many forms, and 
the most rigorous phase 
of a self-defense situation 
often takes place after 
the shooting stops. Your 
lawyer will be your most 
important asset when 
the time comes to prove 
that you were left with no 
choice but to fight back. 


shooting, it should not be your virgin experience with all this. 
(You'll also find out if the attorney in question is any good. 
Like doctors, teachers and Presidents, notali of them are.) 

THE MONEY ANGLE 

Here's a trick for dealing with the billing rate: Arrange your 
initial consultation with two friends. Many lawyers will meet 
briefly for free, but that's not long enough in my opinion. The 
three of you will take better notes, ask better questions, the 
lawyer sees three potential clients, you all end up "having" a 
lawyer (get cards!), and you split the bill — a big savings. Your 
restaurant debriefing (immediately afterward while it's fresh) 
is invaluable. 

You will find this lawyer through the USCCA, word of 
mouth, gun shows or your state gun clubs. You might have 
to do it twice, because the first person might be a clown {it 
happens). Now you're the most prepared marksman in your 
orbit, and others come to you for advice. 

Just don't become a jailhouse lawyer yourself; you definite- 
ly only know enough to be dangerous. Study and read exten- 
sively to reduce your exposure. Remember this first new rule 
of gun safety before you drop the hammer: You might have 
to write a check for your life savings to your defense attorney. 

Take good care of your lawyer. Invite the person to the lo- 
cal machine-gun shoot or the open-carry dinner. They love 
it! They might not go, but it facilitates your next phone call 
at no charge. Gun ownership and gun lawyering is a two- 
way street. It benefits both. When you (earn about some new 
threat to your rights, bird dog the info. It helps cement the 
relationship. 

With proper care and feeding, you'll have a partner for life, 
and one great new round of ammo. 


BALLISTIC BASICS LEGALLY ARMED CITIZEN IT’S JUST THE LAW AFTER THE SHOT 
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With the 2016 presidential candidates 
already cranking up their campaign ma- 
chines, here at the USCCA, we feel it's 
not too early to be looking at the politi- 
cal landscape. And the very fact that you 
are reading this publication indicates 
that you are probably a gun owner and, 
almost as likely, that you are a man or 
woman who carries a firearm for personal 
protection. 

Thus you and 1 have an even greater 
stake in the outcome of every election 
than the average citizen who doesn't own 
a gun. Which brings up a question; How 
many Americans own guns, and are their 
numbers rising or falling? And perhaps 
even more important: How does the aver- 
age American feel about guns today? 

The Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac- 
co, Firearms and Explosives and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation estimates of the 
total number of guns in America runs 
between 250 million and 300 million. But 
getting reliable statistics on who owns 
them has always been difficult to pin 
down, especially by household. 

For example, the Gallup organization 
has tracked rising gun ownership rates 
over the last decade or so. Meanwhile, 
the General Social Survey (GSS) has in- 
dicated a decline over the same period 
in the number of households owning at 
least one gun. Obviously, they can't both 
be right, so why the disparity? 

First, since the vast majority of states do 
not require registration of firearms (thank- 







fully), most experts and researchers have 
to rely on "self-reporting" surveys. Such 
methods not only require extrapolating 
gun ownership based on relatively small 
sample sizes, they have the built-in prob- 
lem of needing to rely on the honesty of 
the survey participants. 

Gallup is well known by most Ameri- 
cans as a private organization that is not 
affiliated with the government. As a re- 
sult, survey participants are more likely to 
be forthcoming with their answers, yield- 
ing more accurate information. 

But while the GSS is also a private 
survey company, it is often perceived as 
somehow connected to government by 
those they contact. This is often enough 
to cause even the most trusting gun own- 
er to question whether or not "honesty is 
the best policy." 

I myself have known more than a few 
people who admit that they simply either 
refused to answer gun survey questions 
or outright denied owning firearms. In 
light of the revelations about the IRS tar- 
geting of private individuals and political 
groups and the NSA spying scandals, it 
isn't hard to understand why someone 
might just be even more cautious than 
ever. 


Second, the biases of the researchers 
in any survey can, even unintentionally, 
nudge the methodology toward a prede- 
termined conclusion. As the saying goes, 
you tend to find what you're looking for. 
And the GSS is known to be staffed by 
people with a strong bias in favor of gun 
control. 

According to author John Lott, GSS Di- 
rectorTom Smith once quipped that low- 
er gun ownership rates would "make it 
easier for politicians to do the right thing 
on guns" and pass more restrictive regu- 
lations (The Bias Against Guns, Lott, et a).). 
An attitude like Smith's justifiably invites a 
certain degree of skepticism. 

Even more interesting is that the parent 
organization of the GSS — the National 
Opinion Research Center (NORC) — re- 
ceives significant funding from the Joyce 
Foundation, which has long supported 
organizations that promote increased 
gun control. Given such an association, 
it isn't hard to see how the GSS "research" 
could be tailored, even if unconsciously, 
to produce the results they (and the Joyce 
Foundation) desire. 

But there are other ways to gauge gun 
ownership, and more importantly, the at- 
titudes of Americans toward guns, wheth- 
er they own guns or not. This is important, 
since non-gun-owners vote too. 

One of the best i ndicators of the rate at 
which Americans are purchasing guns is 
the number of background checks run by 
the National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS). Unlike surveys, this 
is an actual concrete number, since the 
checks are run for every retail transaction 
involving a firearm. And while transfers 
between private parties are not included, 
the NICS numbers are a solid indicator of 
current trends. 

And numbers over the last few years 
are striking. From a previous and stable 
figure of around 8 million per year from 
2000 through 2006, NICS checks soared 
to an all-time high of over 14 million in 
2009. Since the inauguration of President 
Obama in 2009, there has been a record 
71 million new firearms purchases. Just 
this past Christmas season, "Black Friday" 
of 201 4 recorded the most NICS checks In 
a single day in history. Given this huge in- 
crease in gun sales, especially handguns, 
along with more people than ever before 
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now carrying guns for self-defense, it is sim- 
ply difficult to believe that fewer people own 
guns today than in years past. 

However, if you listen to the ''mainstream" 
(read: anti-gun) media, while sales are up, the 
actual number of gun owners is falling. From 
CNN to the New York Times, the official nar- 
rative is that fewer people own guns today 
than in years past and the increases are due 
to people like you and me adding to our ex- 
isting collections. 

But a wide range of people close to the 
action, from firearms instructors to owners of 
gun stores and distributors of firearms acces- 
sories, all report that a significant percentage 
of new sales are to first-time buyers. In 2014, 
California residents alone bought over a half 
million new handguns. 

As a firearms instructor myself, I can veri- 
fy that an increasing number of my students 
are people who have never owned a gun 
before. Some merely want to have a gun in 
their home and want to learn safe handling 
and basic shooting skills. But many more are 
eager to get a permit to carry. 

Even more significant, especially political- 
ly, is the increasing percentage of women in 
the ranks of new gun purchasers reported by 
owners of gun stores. And here again, discus- 
sions with trainers like myself reveal a star- 
tling change in the composition of our carry 
classes. Every new woman shooter is another 
potential pro-gun voter. 

This phenomenon is clearly reflected in 
the national figures for concealed carry per- 


mits/licenses. The number of people carrying 
guns for self-defense has more than doubled, 
from about 4.6 million in 2007 to over 9.3 mil- 
lion at the beginning of 201 3. 

Another good indicator of societal atti- 
tudes is the public's support for gun con- 
trol, which has been declining steadily. Pew 
Research polls for the period 1993 through 
201 4 clearly show that a majority of people 
now oppose gun control. 

Particularly interesting to political wonks 
like us is the Gallup survey which asked; "Do 
Guns Make Homes Safer?" The change from 
2000 to 2014 has been a dramatic, complete 
reversal. 

What these various indicators all show is 
that American attitudes toward guns have 
definitely been tilting steadily in favor of gun 
ownership and away from gun control mea- 
sures. This has come about as a result of a 
confluence of disparate factors in American 
society and the world at large. 

Terrorism is certainly an element. There 
is an increasingly wide-ranging fear that or- 
ganized terror groups will attack American 
cities. Given the damage done by "lone wolf" 
jihadists at Fort Hood and the Boston Mara- 
thon, the fear is not groundless. 

Then there is ISIS, whose radical Islamist 
leaders have openly announced their desire 
to bring their jihad to American soil. Their 
videos of beheadings and other horrific 
images, such as the Syrian pilot who was 
doused with gasoline and burned alive, sim- 
ply reinforce fears. 


Claims by the Obama administration that 
such concerns are unwarranted and due only 
to "overblown" media coverage do little to re- 
assure an increasingly skeptical public. And 
even if the probability of any individual be- 
ing caught in such an attack is less than the 
odds of being hit by lightning, the average 
person's response is, "Yeah, but every year 
people do get hit by lightning." 

Social unrest is another disturbing element 
for a lot of people. The riots that erupted in 
Ferguson, Missouri, following the shooting 
of Michael Brown were televised across the 
nation. After watching videos of stores being 
attacked and cars overturned and burned, it's 
not hard to see how someone who doesn't 
own a gun might consider getting one. 

What all of this means is that 2016 has the 
potential for being a win for gun owners. But 
be warned: We have seen how quickly things 
can change for the worse. All it takes is for 
"our side" to get complacent. Remember that 
the only thing that has prevented the Obama 
Administration from enacting their anti-gun 
agenda has been the relentless efforts of ac- 
tively involved gun owners — people like you. 

As we get closer to election time, we at 
the USCCA will look closer at the national 
candidates. At the same time, we suggest 
you keep a sharp eye on your state and lo- 
cal politicians who are up for reelection. The 
price of liberty ... 





ARMED RADIO 

WWW.ARMEDAMERICAN RADIO.org 


Filling Your Prescription for Freedom! 

Armed American Radio is the fastest growing pro-gun rights 

radio broadcast in the country. Host Mark Walters brings a 
unique blend of conservative talk, humor and hard-hitting 
truth about your fundamental right to bear arms that the 
mainstream media wouldn’t dare discuss. To find a station 
near you or to listen live, visit www.ArmedAmericanRadio.org. 

Armed American Radio Sundays 8- 11pm ET, 5 -8pm PT 
NEW! Daily Defense Monday-Friday 4- 5pm ET, l-2pm PT 






















r f A generation ago, there were 
basically no holsters designed 
, for women. If they wanted to 
carry concealed ftrearms> they 
had to work around holsters 
that were designed for and by 
men. Today, women are not only 


carry than ever before, they have 
more options for comfortably 
concealing sidearmsthan at any 

other point in history. 






















CALLING ALL WOMEN! 

There are no longer any excuses for you to 
not carry concealed; you can look fashion- 
able and carry at the same time. On- or off- 
body concealed carry has never been more 
fashionable or practical. 

Designed by women for women, there are 
many great options for us to choose from 
now. Gone are the days of the bulky OWB 
holsters built for men or the frightening 
concealed carry vest. Frankly, I'd rather poke 
my eyes out with a fork than wear the latter. 
We also no longer have to wear loose-fitting 
clothing or layers to hide our handguns. 

I live in an urban environment where 
current fashion is part of the lifestyle. I car- 
ry daily and I want to look good doing it. 
Although my holster choices work with my 
clothes, I want them to be practical and safe 
as well. For the last several years, I have been 
testing as many of the products as I can as 
fast as they come out. I have boxes of rejects, 
and the options that passed my tests a re the 
ones I use daily. I love that I can wear fitted 
clothes and dresses and no one's the wiser 
that I am carrying. 

I recently gave a speech about concealed 
carry at a ladies' event. I was wearing a fitted 
tank top and pencil skirt with high heels. It 
was not until the end of the talk that I re- 
vealed that I was wearing not one but three 
guns concealed on me. The room fell apart. 
Not that I would normally wear that many 
guns at once, but my point was made; Wom- 
en can do this now. 


All of the products I mention here are 
designed and manufactured by women. 
Whether you are wearing pants, skirts or 
dresses, there are options for you. 

ON-BODY CARRY 

Of all of the holsters I have, I mostly wear 
the FlashBang Holster or the AVA IWB Holster 
designed by Lisa Looper of the Looper Brand. 
I wear jeans and T-shirts a lot, so these two 
options are easy and comfortable. 

It is well known now that the FlashBang is 
a bra holster. The holster straps around the 
middle front of a bra and is meant for smaller 
subcompact guns. It does take some getting 
used to. At first, it is alarming knowing the 
muzzle is right under your breast. But the hol- 
ster covers almost the entire gun and, no mat- 
ter how much movement or fidgeting you 
might do, the gun is safely concealed. If need- 
ed, you can reach under the shirt and with a 
quick snap down you can draw the gun from 
the holster. With practice, it is a very fast way 
to access your firearm. I love this holster. It is 
available for $49.99 at flashbangstore.com. 

The AVA, also by Looper designs, is the 
most comfortable IWB holster I have worn. 
I'm not sure if I should admit this, but I often 
forget I am wearing it. Lisa designs all of her 
holsters for the shape of women's bodies. No 
matter your size, she has something that will 
work for you. The AVA has a colorful suede 
lining that does not get sweaty against your 
skin. Like the FlashBang, you can choose the 
brand of gun to fit in left- or right-handed 


options. It is available for $59.99 at flash- 
bangstore.com. 

Wearing skirts and dresses used to mean 
going without an on-body holster. Not any- 
more. An option that works for dresses and 
skirts is the amazing lace thigh holster made 
by Femme Fatale out of Texas. Femme Fatale 
makes corset and ankle lace holsters as well. 
This really is a fun and sexy accessory that has 
a function. The thigh holster is a wide elastic 
band that has extremely sticky silicone grip- 
pers at the top and bottom of the holster. 

I wear the Femme Fatale lace thigh holster 
often, and it has not lost its grip; it really stays 
on, even over stockings. There is a wide pock- 
et the gun slips into, and it will not slip out. 
The pocket is meant to be worn on the inside 
of the thigh. 

At first, I thought carrying a gun this way 
would drive me nuts .You know you are wear- 
ing it; I will not deny that. But you get used to 
it, and you can still walk normally. This is not, 
however, for your full-sized 191 1 — subcom- 
pact is the way to go. The holster is available 
for $70 at femmefataleholsters.com. 

Another great option for wear with skirts 
or pants are the compression shorts by Un- 
derTech. (You can't really attach an IWB hol- 
ster to a skirt.) The compression shorts are 
tight-fitting and have pockets at the back on 
the left and right sides. I will wear this with 
skirts, but mostly I wear the holster with 
sweatpants for when I walk my dog. I trust 
the holster to jog with as well, as the elastic 
band holds a gun very snugly. They come in 
a three-pack set for $99.99 at undertechun- 
dercover.com. 

My most recent test holster is a corset-style 
unit by Anna Henry of Dene Adams. I have 
seen this out for a while, but 1 just thought it 
looked like something that was not function- 
al. I was pleasantly surprised by how nice it 
was to wear, and it is much more concealable 
than I had thought. 

This ultra-feminine and slimming corset is 
a compression holster worn around the waist. 
The inside lining is very soft, and the corset is 
really cozy. Again, this is meant to hold a sub- 
compact or micro pistol in a left- or right-side 
pocket at the stomach. 

From looking at the holster, 1 thought it 
would be too bulky to wear with a T-shirt and 
that I might need a looser fitting top or sweat- 
er. 1 was wrong again. Except for very fitted or 
light-colored tops, it worked with most any 
shirt. You can position it as high or low on the 
waist as you would like for ease of retrieving 
the gun. Corset holsters come in several great 
colors and are available in a lace or plain lycra. 
Prices start at $101 atdeneadams.com. 


THE ORIGINAL MOUNTED HOLSTER SOLUTION 
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OFF- BODY CARRY 

I used to cringe when I would see con- 
cealed carry purses in gun stores. They 
looked like fanny packs gone bad:They were 
made from horrible materials, and the only 
color option was brown. To be honest, my 
first choice is on-body carry. I do not usually 
carry a gun in my purse, but once in a while, 
I need to. At least now I am not embarrassed 
to show off my CC purse or computer bag. 
In fact, I like them so much i use them as ev- 
eryday bags even without firearms in them. 

Susan Kushlin of Gun Girls, Inc. designs 
and offers a large line of women's firearm 
accessories. I found the greatest camouflage 
clutch with gold studs on her site. I carry this 
purse all of the time; it has a hidden center 
gun pocket that closes with zippers and is 
accessible while carrying the handbag on 
your left or right side. The pocket runs the 
height and length of the bag and has Vel- 
cro on both wails of the pocket, holding the 
velcro-covered holster in place. It can be 
carried as a clutch but also has a removable 
shoulder strap. This is a small purse — about 
12 by 8 inches — so the size of the pistol 
you carry will determine how much extra 
girl stuff you can keep in there. It is not real 


leather, but it looks great and that keeps the 
price affordable. You can buy the purse for 
$55.95 at countryoutfitter.com. 

Last year at SHOT Show, a friend gave me 
a bag that had her company logo on it. I 
thought it was a perfect -sized computer bag 
and have been using it as such ever since. 
Turns out it is actually a range bag made by 
OffHand Gear, which is owned and operated 
by Sandi Dee outside of Phoenix. The bag is 
clever, practical and super cute. 

Called The N0R8 (No Ordinary Range 
Bag), it is availabie in several pattern op- 
tions. There is an exterior ambidextrous zip- 
per to reach the gun without having to open 
the flap, and I love the stretchy, rifle-sling -in- 
spired shoulder strap. (The NORB can also 
be unfolded and used as a range pad.) The 
bag stays slim while having room for a large 
wallet, touch-up makeup, hair ties, a phone 
and, of course, everything you need for the 
range — pistols, mags, am mo, eyes, ears and 
even your cleaning kit. Or, as in my case, a 
small laptop fits too. The NORB can be found 
on Sandi's site at offhandgear.com and is 
priced at $129. 

For the ultimate high-fashion concealed 
carry statement, you have to check out a 


new line of purses from Beau-i-Arrow, a line 
designed by Betty and Iris Yen. These two la- 
dies have deep roots in the New York and Los 
Angeles fashion worlds and have designed a 
high-end line of concealed carry purses. 

I was able to test a beautiful leather bag 
called Annie. Made of matte white Kobe 
leather and also available in black, brown 
and maroon, this bag has impeccable de- 
tails. You get what you pay for: The quality 
is amazing and the purses are gorgeous. The 
Annie has an exterior gun pocket accessible 
by zippers on either side and comes with a 
holster that is attached with Velcro inside 
the pocket. 

The Annie purse is oversized — 12.5 
inches high, 18 inches wide and 6 inches 
deep — and can be used as an overnight 
bag. It has four gold feet that keep the bot- 
tom of the bag in perfect condition ... did 
I mention this thing is gorgeous? For your 
next splurge, go to shopbeauarrow.com. 
The Annie goes for $595. 
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THE ORIGINAL SELF-CONTAINED LASER SYSTEM 


The most technologically-advanced, hardened laser sighting system 
ever developed, the Guide Gad Laser’'’” replaces the spring guide 
assembly in semi-auto pistois. No laser sight in the world gets 
subjected to more rigorous testing or can result in more accurate 
shots. Don't skimp. Make it a LaserMax Guide Rod Laser. 

^^kilable for Beretta, Glock, Sig Sauer and Springfield pistols. 
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PRIORITIES 

In order to effectively defend ourselves 
and our families, we must be armed. Always 
carrying your gun needs to be the No. 1 pri- 
ority. We also must be mentally prepared to 
use that gun, so getting our head right is 
pretty important as well. In terms of equip- 
ment, what would come next? 

For most of us, a good high-quality flash- 
light, such as one made by Surefire, 5.1 1 or 
Streamlight, would be next, and a blade of 
some type from a reputable hard-use man- 
ufacturer, such as Cold Steel, Spyderco or 
Ka-Bar, would follow. Pepper spray is a great 
non-lethal option to keep handy. With all 
this stuff on us, how do we fit In something 
we'll probably need even less, like an extra 
magazine, a speedloaderora speed strip? In 
training beginner students, I find that most 
of them will barely carry the gun on a regu- 
lar basis, much less anything else. So, how 
important is it really? 

The usual arguments against carrying 
a spare magazine range from "It's too in- 
convenient" to "I carry enough crap as it 
is" to "What are you, some kind of mall nin- 
ja?" to more rational arguments, such as 
"Since most engagements are over in a few 
rounds, and I've got 1 8 on board, it's gonna 
be done one way or the other before my 
magazine Is empty." 

In an attempt to ascertain a reasoned an- 
swer, I sought well-versed opinions. These 
ranged from the folks I hang out with (all gun 
people of various experience) to the brain- 
trust of one of my normal online forums to 
two of the most trusted and respected 
j names in the firearms training industry. 
What I got could be modestly deemed 
. a wide divergence of opinions. 


NOBODY AGREES 
100 PERCENT 

' One of my local associates, 

an all-around gun guy and a 
^ gunsmith who has attended training 
classes, was of the opinion that in the 
case of a gun that holds a lot of ammo. 
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such as the Clock 1 7 9nnm or his Springfield 
Armory XD .45 ACP,the on-board capacity of 
the gun would probably suffice for much of 
what the average person might encounter. 
Considering the environment most folks are 
in, that would be a reasonable assumption. 

Another associate, who has trained at 
Front Sight and works in the firearms in- 
dustry, stated that you should always have 
at least one extra reload on hand, and pref- 
erably more. His reason was fairly succinct: 
You simply don't know what kind of fight 
you'll be involved in. It might be a simple 
one-on-one affair; then again, you might 
find yourself in the middle of the next 
Mumbai, India or Nairobi, Kenya Westgate 
Mall mass murder. 

I selected the actionable, reasonable in- 
formation from the smarter folks on the 
online forum 1 frequent {Total Protection In- 
teractive). Several of them are active or for- 
mer law enforcement and some are nation- 
ally known trainers with deep databases to 
draw from. One of them, who studied more 
than 4,000 civilian shooting incidents, found 
that only a handful required a reload some- 
where in the process. The rest of them were 
able to finish with whatever they had in the 
gun, whether it was a five-shot revolver or 
a multi-shot semi-auto. That's pretty telling 


information. There were a few who felt that 
most problems could be solved if people 
had better verbal disengagement skills and 
could pick up on cues from the bad guys be- 
fore the fight even started. Being able to do 
this was, in their minds, much more import- 
ant than more ammo. 


WHAT DO THE BIG NAMES THINK? 

I contacted two well-known instructors 
in the industry — with whom I have trained 
and for whom I have immense respect — to 
get their opinions on the matter, 

John Farnam, who runs Defense Train- 
ing, Int'l, has been in the training business 
for longer than many of us have been alive. 
He is truly a legend in the firearms commu- 
nity and one of the finest and most humble 
trainers I've had the privilege to study under. 

"I think you can make the argument that 
a 14- or 17-shooter is already reloaded," 
Farnam said. "On the other hand, five-to 
eight- shooters are going to run out pretty 
quick. We teach reloading as an emergency 
procedure in any event, but I know many 
people who carry G19s and no spare mag- 
azine. I still recommend a spare, but it may 
not always be possible, as you noted. 

"So, are you going to die a horrible, flam- 


ing death If you don't have spare ammo? 
Possibly not, but more rounds never hurt." 

Massad Ayoob had a different take on it. 
As the lead instructor for Lethal Force In- 
stitute and now the Massad Ayoob Group, 
Ayoob is also one of the elder statesmen in 
the training world. His depth of knowledge 
on the legal system and the aftermath of vi- 
olent encounters, plus his shooting skill and 
firearms knowledge, make him one of the 
most sought after trainers around. 

He made special mention of the gunfights 
of Los Angeles jeweler Lance Thomas, who 
survived multiple exchanges of fire against 
multiple assailants, killing five. He fired 10 
rounds or more in his three final gunfights, 
learning after his first one that the five shots 
in his Smith & Wesson Model 36 .38 Special 
weren't enough. He went to semi-autos with 
more rounds in them and had several guns 
stashed throughout his store. If there was 
ever an argument for having more ammo, 
this would be it. Remember, Lance Thomas 
wasn't a police officer or a Special Opera- 
tions soldier; he was a businessman, a jewel- 
er, an average person, like most of us. 

Ayoob also mentioned the fact that in a 
struggle for the gun, sometimes the mag- 
azine catch gets pushed, releasing the 
magazine in the gun. It'd be kind of nice to 
have a replacement magazine under such a 
circumstance. (The times I've trained with 
either man, I've noticed they each have at 
least one spare magazine on them, along 
with a second gun.) 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

I had a somewhat difficult time writing 
this article. How do 1 make sure I don't come 
off sounding like a condescending jerk or, 
worse, a politician? 

) think that your own personal situation 
and training will dictate what you do. The 
more you train, the more physically and 
mentally prepared you'll want to be. That 
might mean carrying a spare magazine, a 
spare gun, medical equipment or having 
nothing but the gun and what's in it and 
maintaining as high a state of situational 
awareness as humanly possible. 

Having the necessary equipment is im- 
portant. But, as the gunfights of Lance 
Thomas illustrated, having the will to win 
the fight is even more important. In the end, 
you'll have to live, or not, with your decision. 
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After you defend yourself with your gun, you’ll be forced to defend yourself 
again. ..in the courtroom! Your USCCA Membership will give you peace of mind in 
knowing every decision you make--before, during, AND after a self-defense 
incident-is the right decision. 

You shouldn’t have to worry about your justified acts of self-defense costing you 
everything you've worked for. The USCCA provides up to $1,100,000 in legal and 
financial protection to thousands of responsibly armed Americans just like you 
who will do anything it takes to ensure the ultimate protection of their loved ones. 


Get Instantly Protected Today: www.GetUSCCAMembership.com 

Or Call 1-877-677-1919 











Trusted by over 130,00 responsibly armed 
Americans, Concealed Carry Magazine is the 
ultimate resource for those who will stop at 
nothing to protect their loved ones! 

^ Unbiased Gun and Gear Reviews 

^ Advanced Training Drills & Exercises 

Insight from Industry Experts 

y/ True Stories of Self-Defense from Real 
Armed Americans 

y/ Laws & Legislation Affecting All 
Gun Owners 

,„and so much more! Subscribe Today! 


www.GetConcealedCarryMag.coin 














WHEN IT COMES TO PERSONAL DEFENSE, there is a 

great deal of emphasis on purchasing the right handgun. 
Quality and reliability are important and so is caliber. We 
perhaps give too much attention to the load, custom grips 
and other accessories. By the same token, we often do not 
spend enough time in choosing a holster for concealed carry. 



handgun are a moot point if the holster does not present 
the handgun at a proper draw angle. Worse, if the handgun 
is uncomfortable to carry, then the handgun might not be 
carried at all. I am certain that the primary reason folks 
choose a small and ineffective handgun is that a larger 
handgun is perceived as uncomfortable to carry. With 
proper holster selection, the carry of a compact but effective 
handgun is not only comfortable, butthe user has a better 
chance of rapid deployment due to the full-sized grip. 

We do not wish to spend as much on the holster as the 
handgun, but an inexpensive fabric holster just won't get 
the job done. Some handguns are supplied with plastic 
holsters that are useful for range work, but real thought and 
a reasonable amount of money should go into a concealed 


A quality holster should cost about the same as a good 
pairofshoes,and weall know what a pain a poorly fitting 
pair of shoes can be. The holster must offer good retention. 
The handgun must be held firmly in place during our 
daily movements. The holster must also offer access by 
BY BOB CAMPBELL offsetting the handgun from the body to allow clearance 


DRAWING 

PRAISE 



for the gun hand. A good draw angle is also necessary. 

A poorly designed handgun holster will crowd the body, 
pinch nerves, shift on the belt and become a chasing 
nuisance rather than an advantage. A holster with the wrong 
cant or angle will present difficulty in drawing the firearm. 
These are real problems but not insurmountable. 



■F 


¥ 


: Z 
* > 
: :< 
; c- 

: c 
; Z 
: n 

: M 
: □ 

i ^ 


B3 





: C 

: LO 

: n 
; n 
: > 

: n 
: □ 
: 2 











» These Cover 6 IWBs demonstrate the variety of size options 
available in the Cover 6 line. Hybrid IWBs are also available. 




The problem is often providing a quality 
product with good fit and finish at an af- 
fordable price. I took a hard look at how one 
innovative company addresses common is- 
sues with handgun holsters. I have recently 
finished a month long evaluation of Cover 6 
Gear holsters and find much to recommend. 

The initial evaluation was of leather in- 
side-the-waistband (IWB) holsters. Leather 


remains a popular material that is well suit- 
ed for concealed carry. I obtained three IWB 
holsters: one for the 2-inch-barrel Smith & 
Wesson 442, another for the Clock 42 .380 
ACP and another for the SIG P-series 9mm, 
Initial evaluation shows good tanning of 
the leather and attention to detail in the 
stitching. The holsters were shipped packed 
with newspaper to maintain the shape. The 
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Cover 6 carries the handgun deep in the 
holster, which is ideal for concealed carry. 
The trigger guard is covered, there is good 
retention as the fit is snug and the holster is 
properly molded to the individual handgun. 

Over time, the holster hugs the handgun 
and the body. Some leather holsters will de- 
mand a modest break-in period, and this is 
true of the Cover 6 Gear models. The hand- 
gun must be retained by the fit of the hol- 
ster until you make a conscious decision to 
draw the handgun. 

A big issue is concealment. The IWB hol- 
ster is concealable, but the holster must 
also offer good retention. The Cover 6 Gear 
holster is rigidly attached to the belt by a 
spring steel belt clip. One of our test crew 
commented that the belt clip really takes a 
bite out of the belt. While there is a certain 
easy-on and easy-off angle not found with 
belt loops, the spring steel belt clip requires 
a little work to remove the holster from the 
belt. This is as it should be. 

When wearing the three holsters alter- 
nately, each seemed comfortable enough, 
partly due to the use of supple leather in 
their construction and partly due to the 
geometry of the design. The holsters do 
not feature a bolstering welt or reinforced 
mouth; however, the thick, waxed leather al- 
lows reholstering after the handgun is drawn 
with modest effort. The edging is good, and 
the glue and stitching are well done. 






















The advantage of these holsters over 
any other is in the adjustable steel belt clip, 
which allows the unit to swivel on a single 
pivot point. The holster remains in place 
when the swivel is tightened. At a certain 
sweet spot, the swivel retains the holster in 
position but allows a range of adjustment 
when worn. This makes for considerable 
versatility. 

As an example, we all come to realize 
that we need more than one holster. A sin- 
gle holster might do most of what we need 
done, but there are four seasons in most 
parts of this country and different working, 
driving and walking conditions. The Cover 6 
IWB holster can be worn on the small of the 
back over the rear pocket in the standard 
carry position. It can be canted forward for 
the FBI tilt — an ideal draw angle, though 
a tall individual might want less cant. The 
holster can be moved forward and carried 
in the appendix position with nearly a neu- 
tral cant. Moving to the crossdraw position, 
the holster can be adjusted for a brilliantly 
fast draw from a seated or driving position. 
This type of versatility doesn't exist with 
gimmick or cheap holsters and is a desirable 
design feature in the holsters tested from 
Cover 6 Gear. The belt clips are sturdy, and 


the adjustment is positive. 

The two smaller IWB holsters were craft- 
ed for popular light handguns — the Clock 
42 and the Smith & Wesson 442. Interest- 
ingly enough, I found that the Taurus AirLite 
.32 Magnum is a very snug fit in the Smith & 
Wesson holster, while the two snub-nosed 
revolvers appear very similar in size. Always 
order for the exact handgun. Conversely, 
the IWB holster ordered for the SiG P220 
aiso fit the SIG P226 and P225, but that is no 
surprise; it is the frame that is the primary 
difference in these handguns. 

My personal single-column magazine 
P220 9mm with European-heel-type maga- 
zine release was a good fit in the IWB hol- 
ster. I also used the short slide SIG P6. The 
P6 9mm is an extremely fast handgun from 
the holster, and it deserves good leather. 
The SIG is a little long for appendix carry 
for the average person, but just the same, 
it proved viable overall in the behind-the- 
back, appendix and crossdraw positions 
with the IWB holster. These units offer good 
concealment, excellent versatility and good 
comfort. At about S60 each, they are a good 
buy. 

1 also tested the Cover 6 Gear Kydex hol- 
ster. This is a well-designed and rigid out- 


side-the-waistband (OWB) holster with all 
of the advantages of thermoplastic resin. 
In common with the Clock and SIG IWB hol- 
sters, this design features a sweat guard. The 
sweat guard or body shield is an important 
part of the holster design. This shield pro- 
tects the wearer from the handgun and the 
handgun from corrosive body salts. 

Testing the SIG P6 from this holster 
proved an eye opener. The balance of speed 
and retention is good, and there is a sub- 
stantial level of retention, but I have never 
used a faster holster. This is a true high-ride 
design with well-designed belt loops. Mold- 
ed from .080-inch thick Kydex, this holster is 
well built. I understand why European po- 
lice favored the SIG P6/P225 coupled with 
a good holster: This compact 9mm is very 
fast. The Cover 6 Gear Kydex holster is a vi- 
able choice when covering garments might 
be worn. 

This company offers good quality at a fair 
price. I think we will be hearing more good 
things from them. 
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picked the wrong career. She tossed and 
turned, mentally replaying the latest 
news report of another realtor brutally 
murdered during a home showing. Dana 
had two choices to resolve this concern: 
She could quit herjob and begin to 
research a new occupation, or she could 
take the time to learn about concealed 
carry and self-defense. 
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EXPlOHNGHERnGHT TO CARRY 






■ BY KRISTEN MONROE 











» Selecting the correct si dearm is one of the 
most persona) decisions a woman or man 
can make. Here, USCCA instructor Heather 
Borland, right, helps Dana Lazich, middie, 
assess various pistols and revolvers at The 
Range of Richfield in Richfield, Wisconsin. 
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» When an individual is new to shooting^ quality of instruction is 
extremely Important. A highly skilled instructor can bring a total 
novice up to a very impressive level of performance in a relatively 
short period of time, but lesser-trained instructors run the risk of 

frustrating students and turning them off for good. 


The decision to carry would not only 
allow her to feel comfortable with the job 
she loved but also provide her with the 
means to protect her entire family. After 

-k 

all, her family is more important than her 

career. I was not surprised when she called 

; to tell me she wanted to work toward ob- 

j taining a concealed carry permit. 

\ I have known Dana since middle school. 
* 

: We have been great friends for more than 

: 20 years, and she has never been one to be 

j taken advantage of. Dana has always giv- 
! en off a certain vibe of confidence, which I 
: suspect has helped her avoid becoming a 

: victim. She typically rules the show with an 

: alpha-female attitude and firm-but-kind 

demeanor. As such, it made perfect sense 
when she decided to learn about guns and 
protection. 

Normally fearless, Dana had contem- 
plated buying a gun on several occasions, 
but every time she walked into a gun shop, 
she'd turn around and walk back out. Pick- 
ing out a gun alone and inexperienced can 
be scary without knowing the right ques- 
tions to ask and where to start, and some 
gun shop employees certainly don't go 
out of their way to help in the matter. 
Dana's latest visit to the gun shop was 


weight of each gun. 

After getting to know each grip size, 
shape, angle and material, Babiasz put away 
the guns that she'd decided were obvious- 
ly too big for concealed carry, leaving her 
six guns to test-fire. All would make great 
concealed carry guns, but only one of them 
would perform the best for Dana that day 
during live-fire tests. 

USCCA Instructor Heather Borland joined 
us at the range complex to offer Dana basic 
pistol shooting fundamentals. 

"It's similar to trying on shoes," Borland 
said. "It might look like the perfect shoe, but 
until you try it on and walk in it, you really 
don't know how it will feel." 

We explored grip extensions and acces- 
sories. Borland changed the grip on her 
own personal gun with a slip-on rubber 
sleeve, which made it easier for Dana to 
hold versus the smaller, harder plastic fac- 
tory configuration. 

"You can make alterations to specific guns 
to make them work even better for you," Bor- 
land explained. "Different grips, grip sleeves, 
magazine extensions, you name it." 

There are pros and cons to every CCW 


different; I took her to The 
Range of Richfield in Rich- 
field, Wisconsin. Not only do 
they have a wide selection 
of guns, but they also have a state-of-the- 
art range that allows customers to shoot 
before they buy. Above all, they have the 
friendly, knowledgeable staff that can be 
so important to getting a new shooter off 
on the right foot. 


SELECTING A GUN 

After making the decision to protect 
herself, picking out the right gun was Da- 
na's next step; after ail, it doesn't make a 
lot of sense to just run out and buy any 
old gun and then take a class. The simple 
fact that a gun is on sale doesn't automat- 
ically make it the right choice. In fact, you 
should make every effort to test-fire any 
gun before buying it. 

Range officer Jason Babiasz greeted us 
with a warm smile and a welcoming atti- 
tude, which helped put Dana at ease and 
made the job of picking out a gun fun rather 
than intimidating. He introduced her to 10 
different options, ranging in chamberings 
from .380 ACP to .45 ACP. 

Dana carefully picked up and felt the 
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gun, and there is more to learn about be- 
sides the physical matching of gun to hand. 
Some might sacrifice the power of a larger 
cartridge in ordertocarry a gun that is small- 
er and more comfortable. Others might pre- 
fer the swing-out simplicity of a revolver 
over the magazine-fed semi-automatic. 

Talking about how pistols function and 
the technical features of each gun made 
Dana even more comfortable, and simply 
knowing how these things worked seemed 
to lift a huge weight off her shoulders. I 
could tell from the way she was handling 
the guns that her confidence was increasing 
by the minute. 

Earlier that day as we drove to the range, 
Dana told me she really wanted a smaller 
gun so it would be easier to carry and hide. 
I warned her about smaller guns often be- 
ing harder to shoot, especially for new or 
recoil-sensitive shooters; it wasn't the first 
time she had heard that, and she seemed a 
little disappointed to hear the news again. 

I gave her a range safety pamphlet to look 
over one more time before our arrival. 

"Here," I said. "The real test will be trying 
them. If you always follow these rules, acci- 
dents won't happen." 


BASIC INSTRUCTION 

Education helps to alleviate fear, and Bor- 
land's easygoing and knowledge base made 
it easier for Dana to learn. Sure, I know a few 
things from the classes I have taken and I've 
read a few books, but I'm no instructor. The 
dynamics of relationships can interfere with 
the learning process, which is another rea- 
son why it's usually a net positive to have an 
instructor or experienced range officer rath- 
er than a spouse or family member assist a 
new shooter. I once heard a lady at the range 
say to her husband, "You're telling me how 
to hold a gun, not teaching me." 

Borland explained sight alignment to 
Dana using pictures from the Concealed Car- 
ry and Home Defense Fundamentals book. 
"Equal spacing on the left and right of the 
front sight" is easier to understand using a 
diagram, and Dana quickly understood how 
misaligning sight as little as Vis of an inch 
can translate into more than 12 inches of 
error at 50 feet. 

It's important to let new shooters ask 
questions, and this environment definitely 
supported that dynamic. We talked freely 
in our small group, and Dana was able to 
ask questions at any time. With Borland and 
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Babiasz working together, Dana had the at- 
tention she needed to learn quickly and ef- 
ficiently. Though there were many more de- 
tails that could have been discussed had we 
enjoyed the luxury of more time, Dana had 
the basics down and was ready to shoot. 

THE RANGE 

Babiasz went over the safety rules once 
more before we put on our personal protec- 
tion equipment and headed to the 12-iane 
indoor range. As we entered, 1 noticed that it 
didn't smell like any indoor range I'd ever set 


foot in; in fact, it didn't smell like anything at all. 

"Our facility has a special air ventilation 
system with HEPA filtration," Babiasz said. "It 
provides air turnover every 60 seconds to 
eliminate airborne lead exposure." 

"What luck to have a range of this caliber 
within a short drive from our homes in south- 
eastern Wisconsin," I thought. 

Dana had the perfect environment for her 
first shooting lesson. 

Borland taught Dana the isosceles stance 
and gave her a brief lesson on trigger con- 
trol: The finger must be pressed straight to 



the rear, making sure the muzzle alignment is 
not shifted. She practiced dry firing first, then 
moved on to live rounds. Dana squeezed the 
trigger smoothly without jerking the gun; 
a look of satisfaction beamed from her face, 
and for good reason. 

Shooting six different guns at 18 feet, it 
didn’t take long before her groupings started 
to improve. I can only imagine what she will 
accomplish after taking additional classes 
and further developing her skills. 

Each range lane was equipped with a 
touch-screen Mancom target retrieval sys- 
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» There have never been as many 
training options available to the public 
as there are today. Interested new 
shooters can contact the USCCA through 
www.uscca.com or by calling 877-677- 
1919 to find an instructor in their area. 

tern. This allowed Babiasz to remotely adjust 
targets to the deisred distance from the fir- 
ing line — in this case, 75 feet. He ran it back 
this far to demonstrate how difficult a tight 
grouping is to accomplish at such a distance. 
Dana managed to tag the target a few times 
but quickly realized the challenge presented 
by that kind of distance. 

Babiasz then set the target on an automat- 
ic timer at a closer distance, which allowed 
the target to turn broadside to and then away 
from the shooter. This gave Dana an opportu- 
nity for a lesson on point-shooting, at which 
she excelled. 

DEBRIEF 

I'm not sure whose smile was bigger on the 
way home. 

"That was amazing," Dana said. 

It feels good to shoot, but it feels even bet- 
ter seeing the light turn on for others. 

As it turns out, the smallest gun, a SIG P238 
chambered in .380 ACP, performed the best 
for her, proving yet again that test-firing a gun 
before you decide to buy is very important. In 
the end, Dana prioritized comfort and control 
over brute force — a good move in her case, 
as the gun too uncomfortable to carry every 
day gets left at home. (She also hinted that a 
9mm Beretta 92 might be the next gun on her 
shopping list as a home defense arm.) 

Oh, and Dana's informed me that she hasn't 
had any trouble sleeping since our day to- 
gether at The Range of Richfield. 
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» In the life that 

llivejmightfindmyselfina 
business suit one day, shorts and a 
T-shirt on another and everything 
in between in a month's time. 
This makes concealed carry a difficult 
task for me in an ever-changing 
environment, not to mention 
the challenges of clothing 
selection and actual carry location 
for the pistol of the day. 
I'm ashamed to admit it, but I often 
carry more out of convenience than 
I do out of practical and tactical 
application, and on rare occasions, 
I opt not to carry under extenuating 
circumstances. My preferred carry 
handgun is a Springfield XD with 
200-grain -i-P ammunition carried in 
an inside-the-waistband holster. In 
reality, I find myself carrying a Ruger 
LCP in a pocket holster or a belly 
band more often than not. Especially 
when traveling or participating 
in a recreational activity, I opt for 
convenience and ease of carry over 
firepower and horsepower. 
Am I wrong in carrying more for 
convenience and perhaps necessity 
due to the circumstances rather than 
carrying what I would rather have if I 
found myselfinagunfight? 

















» Though lacking 
the sight radius, 
grip size and 
ammunition 
capacity of full- 
size double-stack 
pistols, smaller 
single-stack autos, 
like this Ruger 
LC9, can be much 
easier to conceal 
in hot weather 
than their larger 
cousins. 


»ANSWER! Convenience can be a dirty word, 
especially when it comes to concealed carry. 
Flexibility to the situation is something we don't 
like to talk about either. 

Many of us preach perfect-world situations in an 
effort to drive home the seriousness of why we are 
carrying concealed. However, the reality for many is that concealed carry ends up 
being a compromise. I would suggest to you that should the actual truth be known, 
more people carry what is convenient for them to carry rather than something that has 
more weight and a larger bore diameter. 

Clothing for a great majority of concealed carriers Is a huge variable as it is for you. Those of 
us who live in the northeastern part of the country might see 100 degrees in the summertime 
and conversely might see the high of the day in the single digits or below six months later. When 
you look at some of the basic tenets of concealed carry — location consistency, obscurity, access, 
retention and recovery — the type of clothing that you wear dictates flexibility. While some 
might disagree. In my opinion, the best that you have to work with are options on the dominant 
side at waist level whether it be belt-mounted. In a pocket or under a shirt in a belly band. There 
is a degree of consistency here in motor movement that aids access, retention and recovery to the 
holster even though each carry method is slightly different from the other. 

Convenience in concealed carry is often related to the size and weight of the gun and 
ammunition as well as the ease with which we can put them on and take them off. 
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In a recent conversation, long-time fire- 
arms industry professional, equipment 
designer, trainer and friend Tom Marx 
made this very astute statement: "If a 
person can't put the gun on as easily as 
their watch or the wallet they carry every 
day, regardless of how they dress or what 
they're going to do, sooner or later, they 
are going to tire of the effort, and then 
the gun they so purposely acquired and 
so studiously learned to employ will sim- 
ply get left behind, perhaps on the day 
when it is needed the most." I fully concur 
with Tom's comment. 

Humans are creatures of comfort. Of- 
ten we can rationalize our daily lives into 
the comfort column over the being-pre- 
pared-for-any-eventuality column. We 
have thought processes that include: 
"What's the worst that could happen?" or 
"What is the likelihood that I'll need a cer- 
tain type of armament just to run a quick 
errand?" Only you can answer those ques- 
tions for yourself. But I would encourage 
anyone to err on the side of caution and 
go with the premise of, "It's better to have 
it and not need it than to need it and not 
have it." 

The first rule of a gunfight is to have a 
gun. Close behind that is to know how 















to use it. Right on the heels of those two is to have practiced 
enough in its use and carry location to have the confidence in 
your ability to take care of business when the situation allows 
you no other alternative. 

Practicing with the XD on the hip doesn't help a lot if the LCP 
is carried in the pocket on most of your excursions. Also, be 
aware of subtle handling differences between the two pistols. 
The triggers are at opposite ends of the spectrum for the two 
guns with one being a double-action-only and the other, for all 
intents and purposes, a single action. Should an emergency re- 
load be necessary, the slide doesn't lock open after the last shot 
to signal that you are out of ammunition on the LCP as it does 
with the XD. Habits and skill are built on repetition. That's why 
it is important to practice the most with what you are likely to 
have with you when the condition of your environment deteri- 
orates to the point that nothing else will suffice. 

You have to be realistic about how you live your life, know- 
ing that no matter where you are, there is always an element of 
safety and an element of risk. While carrying out of convenience 
might not be ideal for all eventualities, it is vastly better than 
not carrying at all. 
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Front Line holsters, builder of holsters for Israeli Security 
forces has over 3,000 models of Duty Holsters, Tactical 
Holsters and Concealment Holsters manufactured with 
innovative new materials, including Kydex, Cordura, 
molded PVC and classic leather. 

Styles include IWB, OWB, pancake, shoulder and thigh 
or low ride. Front Line has also been on the forefront in 
developing Level 3 gun retention holsters. Whether it's 
Beretta, Colt, Clock, Ruger, SIG, S&W, Springfield 
or Walther Font Line makes your holster. 
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»NDVEIVIBER 2000: Lakewood, Washington. A man walks into a coffee shop and kills four police officers. 


June 2014: Las Vegas, Nevada. A man and a woman walk into a 
pizza place and kill two police officers. 

The shooters didn't target anyone but police in either incident. Any- 
one else in those places would have been threatened more by stray 
rounds than by deliberate intent. So someone there who was legally 
armed at the time might have been able to act to stop the shooters. 

Maybe. 

That's the first question in this scenario: Is there time and space 
for you, the private citizen carrying a concealed firearm, to take ac- 
tion? 

The simple answer is, "Yes." In the Lakewood incident, the shooter 
fought with two of the officers before he was able to kill them. In 
the Las Vegas ambush, the shooters paused long enough to collect 
weapons from the murdered men and drape a Gadsden flag over 
one of them. If you waited, you would have chances to make a shot. 

Or you could have reacted after the guns came out and the first 
shots were fired. In both incidents, the shooters were focused on 
their targets and not just shooting anybody in sight. You would 
have an instant or so to draw, aim and fire. 

That's assuming you weren't caught as off-guard as the officers 
were and that you have the variants of basic skills you would need. 
I'll look at the skill sets shortly. First, let's look at the situational 
awareness aspects of these police-ambush scenarios. 


There are no indications from reports that the shooters came in 
with guns in hand or with expressions of insane rage or hypnotic. 



robotic focus on their targets. They might have appeared to be more 
tense or nervous, but that kind of appearance could be explained as 
stress, irritation or even apprehension about something personal 
like we all feel from time to time. There are no indications that their 
dress made them stand out as threats either. If you had looked at 
them as they were coming through the door, would anything have 
made you especially interested or concerned? 

Do you even look up when you're in a cafe or restaurant and 
someone comes In? If you do, what do you look at first? I got this list 
from my ongoing study (I regret to say I don't have the source of this 
recorded), and I believe it is a good guideline: 

• Whole Person 

’ Hands 

• Waist Line 

• Immediate Area 

• Demeanor 

it should be possible to conduct such a scan quickly and without 
getting the shooter's attention by fixing your eyes on him or her. 
This and your gut might — might — give you some hint as to at least 
a potential for violence from that person. 

8e attentive to your gut reaction, intuition, sixth sense or what- 
ever you want to call it. If somebody looks or feels hinky to you, do 
your best to figure out why. You might be wrong, but it's not like 
you're going to draw your gun and start shooting before some- 
thing else happens to confirm the suspicions, right? If you're right, 
though, that feeling could give you a few extra instants and make a 
difference in who and how many in that area get killed. 

Situational awareness goes beyond "back to the wall where you 
can see the entrance" habits. Have you ever considered the layout of 
your favorite eating establishment the way a commander considers 
the terrain of a potential battlefield? You should. It doesn't have to 
be an involved analysis that takes all your attention; it can be con- 
ducted the same way you set upa"what if?"in your mind during idle 
moments. Like the "what if?" questions you construct, though, that 
mental terrain analysis could pay huge dividends if you have to act 
against someone coming on with malice aforethought whiie you're 
there one day. 

Forewarning or not, this is one of the rare situations within the 
low probability of any one of us being in a gunfight where you will 
have, at least for a brief moment, a free shot. You are not being fired 
on, remember. The cop-killer is focused on killing cops, not on kill- 
ing you. This gives you the opportunity to set up the shot some- 
thing you're unlikely to get in other situations. But there won't be 
much time to set up. You still need to be able to: 

• Draw from a seated position, including when you're at a table 
or in a booth. 

• Draw and present to directions other than directly to your front. 

• Hold, aim and fire from a seated position. 

• Hold, aim and fire to directions other than directly to your front. 

• Quickly assume ad-hoc resting positions. (Gun resting on count- 
er you crouch behind or table you kneel behind, for example.) 

• Make use of the terrain to move to a better position to shoot 
from or to gain concealment or cover. 

• Have the knowledge of anatomy enough to make a centra! ner- 
vous system (CNS) hit, specifically to the "light switch" (amygdala) 
from any direction. 








* Have the capability to make that light-switch hit. 

When practicing for this situation specifically, work first on con- 
sistent small groups from sitting and to different directions within 
a three-second time frame from concealment. Refine that to light- 
switch accuracy and then see if you can get the time down to below 
two seconds. 

Understand also that you might not be dealing with a station- 
ary target, or at best, you will be dealing with a target that is only 
stationary for less than a full second. The other factor to consider is 
that the shooter might end up grappling with one or more officers 
as happened in the Lakewood incident. So consider that you might 
have to call your shot off on the instant, but realize also that you will 
be unable to keep from shooting if you have committed and are 
pulling the trigger. Your reaction time simply will not allow you to 
stop the pull after that. 

You will want to work these kinds of things through in your men- 
tal simulations, not just for this situation but to help prepare you for 
any shooting situation where others are in close proximity to the at- 
tackers. No, you cannot work out every detail of every possible shot 
decision ahead of time. You can at least start to give yourself some 
limits, guidelines and permissions that will help you if you ever face 
the event, however. 

One thing to bear in mind, especially in this kind of situation, is 
the reaction of the surviving police in the area. You can't depend 
on them to instantly know that you're a good guy and on their side 
even if you Just shot someone that was trying to kill them. This is 
one of those low-probability circumstances where following the at- 


tackerdown or holding on them or even keeping thegun out, much 
less doing the normalafter-shotsweepformore bad guys, could get 
you in trouble. It might be tough to override your previous train- 
ing to do otherwise, but in this situation, consider dropping your 
gun and even getting away from it as soon as you're sure the shot is 
good. I'm not sure if I like this idea, but I like the idea of getting shot 
by the people I just helped out a lot less. 

Also, don't expect the shooting investigators to give you a break 
just because you helped fellow officers stay alive. Follow the nor- 
mal rules of dealing with police and investigators after a personal 
shooting incident. I use Massad Ayoob's four or five statements as 
a guideline and strongly suggest you have a similar outline com- 
mitted to memory. You can't expect to be calm and composed and 
thinking clearly, so make sure you have some trained responses 
for this, just like you do for the person that pulls the gun on you or 
somebody else. 

The police ambush is, in some respects, like any other threat to 
another, but there are enough things different about it that it de- 
mands a different approach than a normal defensive shooting inci- 
dent. But like every other shooting situation, preparation and plan- 
ning ahead of the need is the smart thing to do and could be the 
thing that one day saves a life that would otherwise be lost. 

That's a possibility that makes it worth the time to think it through 
a little, don't you think? 
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»THERE IS A COMMON MISCONCEPTION 

among certain carriers of concealed firearms that 
they will rise to the occasion. They will swoop in 
and take out all of the bad guys single-handedly. 

They will be superheroes. 

The gun becomes their special cape, allowing them 
to do everything correct when bullets start coming 
their way. 

In reality, any given individual will only rise to the 
lowest level of training she has mastered. Those who 
are seasoned hunters or have shot competitively 
might be skilled with a weapon but still might not 
necessarily possess the mindset or tactics to use that 
weapon to save lives. The skill sets are very different. 

If you carry daily, you should be training regularly 
in three specific areas, and this is especially true for 
those who are new to the idea of concealed carry and 
the use of weapons. Defensive pistol classes designed 
to teach you how to survive a gunfight will hone your 
basic defensive skills. Medical training that teaches 
you how to administer life-saving aid until EMS 
arrives will allow you to render help to those who 
are injured. Force-on-force training — the kind that 
presents scenarios to test your gun skills under stress 
— will put your judgment and ability to remain 
calm and rational under stress to the test. All of the 
above will teach you how to deal with the battles you 
will face after the gunfight has ended. 






DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? 
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» The moment you have a violent felon at 
gunpoint on the job site is not the time to 
wonder whether you actually know what 
you're doing. The ability to operate your 
equipment with either hand, as seen here, is 
the kind of skill set no one is born with but 
that can be developed through training. 
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Defensive pistol training isn't just about 
standing stagnant in front of a paper tar- 
get and creating a nicely formed group- 
ing. It isn't about the perfect stance or 
proper foot placement. A good defensive 
class should instill the fundamentals of 
shooting while teaching you the skills 
and tactics you need to survive a violent 
confrontation. Focus should be on prop- 
erly drawing your weapon from conceal- 
ment and getting your sights on target; it 
should be on learning how to shoot and 
reload while moving, shoot to and from 
cover, shoot from defensive positions and 
solve critical weapon malfunctions and 
failures under stress. 

Every time you pull the trigger, you 
alone are responsible for that round. Ac- 
curacy is important, and accuracy while 
on the move is even more important. 
Tactics and mindset, along with skill, 
will help you survive, and the only way 
to bring all of those things together is 
through training. 

Medical training should be another pri- 
ority, even if you do not carry a gun. Bad 
things happen to good people — car ac- 


cidents are a daily occurrence. Having the 
ability to assess and aid a person on-scene 
before EMS arrives can be the difference 
between saving a life or watching some- 
one die. Medical classes focus on treating 
life-threatening injuries, such as arteri- 
al bleeds, blocked airways and tension 
pneumothorax {pressure built up by air 
in the chest cavity). These injuries require 
immediate medical intervention. 

Arterial bleeds can only be stopped by 
applying direct pressure on the artery. 
Knowing where and how to apply a tour- 
niquet followed up with a pressure dress- 
ing to the wound can slow blood loss long 
enough for medical assistance to arrive. 

Lack of oxygen from a blocked airway 
or facial injury is completely treatable 
with a nasopharyngeal airway, which is 
basically a tube inserted through the nose 
and into the throat. This is the easiest way 
to create a clear airway. 

Tension pneumothorax is pressure that 
builds inside the chest as a result of a hole 
in the chest cavity. If the air pressure con- 
tinues to build, it will restrict the ability of 
the victim to breathe. Inserting a decom- 
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pression needle between the second and 
third intercostal space in the upper chest 
cavity can release the air and provide 
comfort until medical help can arrive. 

All of the above examples are terrifying 
to imagine but can be treated with prop- 
er training and the right equipment. You 
need both. 

If you are involved in a gunfight, you 
could be shot, and being able to treat 
your own wounds Is critical to survival. 
Medical personnel will eventually arrive 
on scene after a gunfight. They will not, 
however, be allowed to go into a situa- 
tion where violence has occurred unless 
the scene has been secured by law en- 
forcement, and it can take up to an hour 
for a scene to be cleared. You cannot rely 
on someone else to save you if you are 
wounded. Learning to treat traumatic in- 
juries is a skill every adult should possess, 
and if you carry a gun, these are skills you 
absolutely must have. 

Next on the list in preparation for sur- 
viving a gunfight is some type offorce-on- 
force training. Force-on-force classes are 
designed to present scenarios in which 
you might be forced to fight for your fife. 
Many training schools use the Glock 17T 
FX Training pistols, marking firearms or 
Airsoft pistols. The training ammo used 
with the Glock training pistol are Force on 
Force brand or Simunitions paint-mark- 
ing rounds. These are marking rounds 
that work effortlessly with the training 
pistol and provide a more-than-adequate 
pain penalty. 

The pistol itself functions just like a real 
Glock. The only difference is when you get 
shot (and if you take a class, you will be 
shot), you have a nice bruise rather than 
a bullet wound. A pellet from an airsoft 
pistol will also let you know when you've 
been hit, but its impact won't be quite 
as painful as that from a paint-marking 
round. Either way, it's better to be shot by 
one of those while learning than hit by a 
bullet in a violent confrontation. 

Force-on-force training should include 
training in norma! situations as well as 
low-light to blackout conditions. Bad guys 
don't always strike during daylight hours. 
In fact, darkness is their friend, and quite 
often, they use it to conceal their inten- 
tions. There is also the issue of creating 
your own light source and understanding 
how important it is to include a flashlight 
in your everyday carry (EDO. 




Force-on-force training will allow you to 
face your own mortality in a safer fashion. 
The actual gunfight will only last seconds, 
but there will be an Immediate emotional 
battle that occurs after a gunfight. It will 
force you to deal with the effects of adren- 
aline dumps during a gunfight and after- 
ward, affects that can sometimes take up 
to 48 hours to completely subside. That 
time is critical because not only are you 
dealing with the effects of the fight itself, 
you will most likely be forced to talk to law 
enforcement in that time period as well. 
What you say and how you react will af- 
fect any legal battle you might face in the 
future. You will make mistakes. You will 
find that you will not do everything right. 
As the scenarios intensify, so do your re- 
actions. Consider the pistol and medical 
training as daily lessons and the force-on- 
force class as the final exam. 

John Farnam, a former police officer, 
veteran and one of the top firearms in- 
structors in the nation, has said many 
times that it's not the "great shot" that 
wins the fight; it is all the little mistakes 
you don't make. Amateurs practice to 






get it right. Professionals train until they 
can't get it wrong. The worst time to re- 
ali2e you've made a mistake is during a 
gunfight; training allows you to make 
mistakes in a controlled setting so that 
corrections can be made safely and under 


the supervision of a qualified instructor. 
You owe it to yourself and those you love 
to seek training and be prepared. 
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While I've carried many different types 
of off-duty guns through the years and test 
different handguns on an almost weekly 
basis for articles, my gun of choice for the 
majority of my off-duty time is a snub-nosed 
revolver — specifically the Smith & Wesson 
Model 642 Airweight .38 Special Revolver. 

Why? The snub-nosed revolver has a lotto 
offer, and its positive attributes can often be 
overlooked these days when semi-automat- 
ics are so popular. Let's take a look at what a 
snub-nosed revolver has to offer: 



» There is one very 
basic, very solid fact that 
explains why more than 
six decades after their 
introduction, modern .38 
Special snubbies still fty 
off the shelves: They're 
simple, they're effective 
I and they work. 


*6 


f*. 


• Nearly any quality revolver is as reliable 
as any machine made by man can be. I have 
never had one fail when fed proper ammo in 
the correct caliber. 

• On all but very few exceptions, there is 
no manually operated safety to overcome 
before the trigger can be pulled. It is always 
ready to go as long as there is ammo avail- 
able in the cylinder. 

• I have never had ony revolver acciden- 
tally lose access to its ammo source. The 
cylinder latch release is nearly impossible to 
activate inadvertently. ! can't say the same 
for semi-automatics. 

• Snub-nosed revolvers are available in 
some very solid, proven defensive calibers 
such as the .38 Special, .44 Special and .357 
Magnum, all of which provide significant 
power in a small package. 

• Any revolver, snub or otherwise, will 
be inherently more accurate than nearly 
any semi-automatic pistol of comparable 
size due to the fact that a revolver barrel is 
fixed to the frame, while the barrels of most 
semi-autos move as part of the firing se- 
quence. 

• A concealed hammer revolver, like my 
Smith & Wesson 642, is the only repeating 
firearm that one can fire from inside a coat 
pocket without it snagging or Jamming. 

• The variety of bullet styles for any re- 
volver caliber is almost limitless in com- 
parison to a semi-auto. From wadcutters to 
semi-wadcutters, hollow-points, round nose 
or shot cartridges, they all work. 

Since there is no perfect machine, there are 
some potentially negative snubnose traits: 

• Ammunition capacity is lacking. Most 
centerfire snubs are five-shooters. Howev- 
er, even in the law enforcement world, the 
average number of rounds exchanged is 
low. In New York City, the average number 
of rounds fired per officer was only 5.2 per 
incident as of the year 2000, so a five-shot 
capacity might not be as huge a disadvan- 
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tage as it appears at first glance. 

• Revolvers are slower to reload unless you 
practice extensively using proper technique. 

• The short sight radius might make preci- 
sion sighting difficult. 

• The 12-pound double-action trigger 
pull might be too much for people with 
hand strength issues. However, if the snub 
has an exposed hammer, rapid single-action 
fire (which lowers trigger pull weight down 
to about 4 pounds) can be achieved, 

THE GUNS 

I contacted Charter Arms and Sturm, 
Ruger for some extra examples of Ameri- 
can-made snubbies to supplement my 642 
to give you an idea of the different types of 
five-shot snubs that are available. There tru- 
ly is something here for everyone. 


pounds, but is smooth throughout. 

I took the Bulldog to the range with two 
different loads along with Tuff Products 
QuickStrips for speed-reloading of the five- 
shot cylinder. QuickStrips compactly hold 
five rounds in a row and allow for loading 
one or two rounds at a time. 

The two .44 Special loads tested were 
the aluminum-cased Blazer 200-grain 
Gold Dot hollow-points — rated at 920 
feet per second and 376 foot-pounds of 
energy from a 5.15-inch barrel. For a more 
sedate yet still effective self-defense load, 
I also tested the 240-grain lead flat-point 
Winchester Cowboy Load, it is rated at 750 


feet per second and 300 foot-pounds of 
energy at the muzzle. 

The Charter Bulldog performed flawless- 
ly with both loads, loading and ejecting 
smoothly. Both rounds were more than ac- 
curate enough for any reasonable purpose. 
Recoil with Blazer ammo was significant 
but not punishing. The Cowboy loads were 
pleasant to shoot, and easier to control in 
rapid fire. Big, slow-moving soft lead loads 
have been effective threat stoppers ever 
since the days of the Old West and will work 
just as well today. They are also a very good 
choice if you live in a locale where hol- 
low-point bullets are banned. 


CHARTER ARMS 

Charter Arms manufactures an extensive 
line of defensive revolvers — 57 variants are 
cataloged. Their revolvers are innovative, 
sturdy and reliable. I requested a sample of 
what I consider their penultimate model, 
the Standard Blue .44 Special Bulldog. 

If you select a five-round firearm, it might 
as well chamber big rounds, introduced in 
1907 by Smith & Wesson, the .44 Special 
launched a 246-grain lead round nose bul- 
let at 755 feet per second. {The vaunted 
.45 ACP's original military load delivered 
a 230-grain bullet at 830 feet per second.) 
Considering the .44 Special used a soft lead 
bullet rather than a fully-jacketed one, I give 
the edge to the .44 Special in terms of stop- 
ping power. 

The .44 Bulldog weighs in at 21 ounces in 
the Blue Standard version and has a 2.5-inch 
barrel. Construction is stainless-steel-fin- 
ished in matte blue. The sights are fixed, the 
rear sight is a groove in thetopstrap and the 
hammer is exposed. Charter equips their re- 
volvers with recoil-absorbing rubber grips. I 
carried an original Bulldog .44 in the 1980s 
as an off-duty gun. Back then. Charter's trig- 
gers left a lotto be desired, and my Bulldog's 
trigger pull was heavy with hitches in it. It 
took a lot of concentration to shoot it with 
precision, but I loved the caliber and figured 
the big hole in the end of the barrel would 
have a strong deterrent effect when viewed 
from the unfriendly end. 

I am happy to report that the trigger pull 
on the current .44 Bulldog has been greatly 
improved. The pull weight is still around 12 
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Whkli Gun m Yoi Carry Today? 


1989 in 38 Special caliber. The SP101 can 
be field stripped down into the upper frame 
and barrel, cylinder and yoke, and lower 
frame action assembly for easy cleaning. 

The SP101 was one of the first small- 
frame revolvers to chamber .357 Magnum 
ammo. The 2.25-inch barreled version I test- 
ed has fixed sights. The front sight is blued 
steel and stands out in the rear sight groove 
in the topstrap. Unloaded weight is a solid 
26 ounces. 

I tested the SP101 over a chronograph 
with two .357 Magnum loads from Ted Nu- 
gent ammunition and a Speer Gold Dot 
,38 Special load. The ,357 loads were the 
125-grain Defender and the 158-grain hunt- 
ing load. Both rounds used Speer Gold Dot 
hollow-points. 

Testing revealed two pleasant surprises. 
First, the loads maintained a high veloci- 
ty from the short barrel. Average velocity 
for the 125-grain Defender load was 1,263 
feet per second, while the velocity for the 
158-grain load was 1,220 feet per second. 
Both of these rounds readily exceeded the 
velocity of the 1 25-grain -i-P Speer Gold Dot 
.38 Special loads by a wide margin — av- 
erage velocity for the ,38 was 919 fps, re- 
spectable but not up to the .357 Magnum 
levels. Kinetic energy at the muzzle for all 
three rounds worked out to be 443, 522 and 
234 foot-pounds of energy, respectively. In 
short, the .357 Magnum has a definite bal- 
listic advantage over the .38 Special when 
fired from short-barreled revolvers. 

The second surprise was that shooting 
the SP101 didn't hurt and is nothing to fear 
because of the 26-ounce weight and the 
cushioned rubber grips. While significant, 
the SPIOI's recoil was controllable, making 
it capable at any reasonable combat dis- 
tance. Loaded with .357 Magnum rounds, 
it would also make a great trail companion. 


ONE HOLSTER FOR ALL YOUR GUNS 


I carried the Bull- 
dog in a Remora in- 
side-the-waistband/ 
pocket holster and in a 
fanny pack as my off-duty 
carry piece while on vacation 
in the woods of northern Michi- 
gan. The Remora is a unique design 
with a tacky outer skin that stays in place 
inside the waistband without clips, hooks 
or loops. It can also be shoved in a pants 
or coat pocket without any modification or 
adjustment. The .44 Special Bulldog served 


comfortably as a defensive gun on the trait 
and for carry in town. It is an excellent de- 
fensive choice. 

RUGER 

From Ruger, I requested two samples that 
are basically at opposite ends of the spec- 
trum in terms of snubnose design and con- 
cept — a stainless .357 Magnum SP101 with 
a 2-inch barrel and an LCR chambered for .38 
Special -t-P, a modern melding of polymer 
and metal for lighter weight and lower cost. 

The five-shot SP101 was introduced in 
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The LCR represents a 25-year technolog- 
ical leap ahead of the SP101. The sample 
I received has an exposed hammer spur, 
which allows this version to be fired single 
action. The standard LCR configuration is 
hammerless. 

Important features of the LCR are the 
polymer fire control housing, monolithic 
aluminum upper frame, blackened stain- 
less steel cylinder and interchangeable 
front sights. The disassembly sequence 
for the LCR is a bit more complex than the 
procedure for the SP101, but it is workable. 
Weight for the .38 +P version is 1 3.5 ounces. 

The front sight features a white strip 
insert for excellent contrast with the rear 
groove. Firing the same .38 Special +P Gold 
Dot loads that I used in the SP101 proved 
the LCR is a competent defensive revolver. 
Recoil was more than the SP101 loaded with 
the same rounds but still controllable. The 
trigger of the LCR is nothing short of superb. 
The length of travel is shorter than most 
snubs and is as smooth as glass, while still 
weighing in at around 1 2 pounds. 

MSRP of the SP101 is $659. MSRP of the 
LCR is $529. 

SMITH & WESSON 

The S&W 642 in .38 Special is a classic Air- 
weight revolver. The term "Airweight" means 
that the frame is aluminum, as opposed to 
steel, stainless steel, Scandium or polymer. 
It affords good balance of light weight and 
durability. At 1 5 ounces, the 642 can handle 
any .38 Special round on the market — stan- 
dard, +P or +P+ loads are fine, but I would 
take it easy on the +P+ stuff. 

What makes the 642 unique in the test 
group is that it follows the old "Centennial" 
Smith & Wesson pattern of enclosing the ham- 
mer in the frame. This makes the Centennial 
about as Ideal a deep concealed carry firearm 
as anything on the market.The 642 and others 
like It are the only handguns that can be fired 
until empty from within a coat pocket. 

The 642 has been a constant companion 
of mine while off-duty for at least 1 0 years. It 
features a standard-weight barrel and comes 
with rubber grips, and I have run a wide va- 
riety of .38 Special loads through it over the 
years. Most often, the preferred load was 
the Winchester lS8-grain lead semi-wad- 
cutter hollow-point -i-P load. Today I prefer 
the 200-grain "Super Police" rounds that I 
had custom loaded due to their light recoil 
and tendency to yaw in target. I switched 
my grips out for a set from Crimson Trace 


because there is one thing lacking with the 
sights: the front is matte stainless while the 
rear groove is natural aluminum. They don’t 
pick up as nicely as the LCR, 

Recoil for the 642 is about the same as the 
Ruger LCR. It is a time-proven revolver with 
an MSRP of only $469. 

STILL STRONG 

The snub-nosed revolver is the oldest 
surviving concealed carry handgun ever de- 
signed. It is also one of the very best types, 
and the type I have carried as an off-duty 
handgun the most in my career. Other de- 


signs come and go, but I know the snub re- 
volver in some form will be riding with me 
for a long time to come. 



ON THE WEB 

Charter Arms: charterfirearms.com 
Ruger Firearms: ruger.com 
Smith & Wesson: smith-wesson.com 
Remora Holsters: remoraholsterstore.com 
Tuff Products: tuffproducts.com 
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»THERE ARE CERTAIN TERMS used when discussing self-defense 

that anti-gunners usually get confused. This not only complicates 
communication, it can actually be dangerous. These confusions lead 
to some anti-gun individuals calling any killing a "murder" and also to 
the fundamental misinforming of the general public when it comes 
to the definition of the words burglary, robbery and home invasion. 
The next time someone is giving you static about how they're against 
defensive arm ownership because "burglars are more afraid of you 
than you are of them," ask them what, exactly, their definition of 
"burglar" is. You might have to inform them that like "murder," 
"burglary" is a legal term with a specific definition. 

A burglary occurs when an individual enters an unoccupied building 
without the permission of the owner and removes items for fun or prof- 
it. That's a burglary — stealing from someone's home or business when 
they're not there — and the person who commits such an act is a burglar. 

For the most part burglars fall into two categories: professionals 
and amateurs. A professional burglar will spend anywhere from days to 
months casing a residential or commercial property, and his goal is to 
be certain that no one is in the building when he enters. Heist movies 
aren't reality. He and nine of his fellow master criminals will not infiltrate 
a casino in Monte Carlo with the help of a brassy redhead and a Shaolin 
monk; he and possibly one or two accomplices will figure out when the 
man with no security system on his home will be off on a long weekend, 
puf! up in a moving truck and get to work emptying the house of literally 
everything, possibly even the light and plumbing fixtures. 




Amateur burglars make their way onto the news more frequent- 
ly than professionals simply through their incompetence. They are 
usually your basic "Look out, meth, here I come!" spinouts who do 
things like knock themselves unconscious when they're hit by the 
brick they just bounced off the glass door of a shuttered bank at 2 in 
the morning. They do no homework other than to make a mentai list 
of buildings they think might have money or valuables inside them, 
and they will often fiee if confronted. 

Often, but not always. Sometimes when they find a residence to 
be occupied, they simply murder everyone inside, because daddy 
ain't going back to prison. 

Stealing from someone face-to-face is robbery. Entering some- 
one's home and overcoming them with force is a home invasion, 
which is an extremely high-risk situation and one of the most un- 
predictable varieties of violent crime. It’s basically a smash-and-grab 
jewelry store robbery happening in your living room, and if you are 
unfortunate enough to become the target of one, you will have very 
little time to react. You'll need to do something, though. Robbers 
who enter a residence that they know to be occupied are exponen- 
tially more likely to use force againstthe people inside than a burglar 
who thinks you're at work or on vacation; part of the planning of a 
home invasion is how the individuals in the home will be overpow- 
ered, restrained and possibly killed. As I try to never be any more 
graphic than absolutely necessary, I will simply say almost unthink- 
ably horrible things happen during home invasions and leave it at 
that. 

The good news is that doors usually aren't simply kicked in with- 
out warning. As often as not, home invasions begin with the resident 
opening the door to their attackers, which means that such night- 
mares can be prevented. 

These are the most common ruses employed by violent criminals 
in the commission of home invasions. The bad news is that Ameri- 
cans are, for the most part, extremely hospitable folks who will usu- 
ally drop everything to help a stranger, and predators will exploit this 
to their advantage. The good news is that a little forethought can 
thwart predators' attempts at terrorizing you and your loved ones. 


THE EMERGENCY 

This one plays out as follows: There is a pounding on your door, 
usually at night. If you simply open the door without a word, in 
they'll come. If you ask who's there, you will hear a frantic voice tell 
you that there has been an accident and that they need to come in 
to cal! for an ambulance. 

if this happens, immediately move away from the door as you tell 
your visitor to stay where they are and that you're calling 91 1 for 
them. Here's the most important part: Immediately do so, dictating to 
the dispatcher exactly what is going on. Give them your address and 
tell them that there's a person or people at your door tel ling you that 
there's been a terrible accident and that you need law enforcement 
and EMS right away. Tell the dispatcher that you do not feel com- 
fortable opening the door, and whatever the dispatcher says, keep 
telling them you don't feel comfortable doing anything other than 
waiting for emergency services. 

Now back to the alleged accident victim. You'll learn an a\wful lot 
about what's actually going on by the way the folks on the other side 
of the door react. If their reaction is to shout something like "Thank 
you, Jesus! God Bless You!", then they are, in all likelihood, telling the 
truth. Though your instinct might be to allow them into your house, 
step back and remind yourself that there isn't really anything you 






would be able to do for them inside anyway, if you feel bound and 
determined to head out and help, understand that you might well 
be involving yourself in a very serious, very dangerous situation, 

Iftheir reaction to you announcing that you've dialed 91 1 forthem 
is vociferous objection, you are in the middle of an attempted home 
invasion. If you haven't already done so, you need to get hands on a 
weapon, assume a position of tactical advantage, take a deep breath 
and remember to not be holding the gun when the police arrive. 

THE MAINTENANCE MAN 

This pioy is extremeiy common in hotels and large apartment 
complexes. Someone will knock on the door, and if you simply open 
it, in they'll come. If you ask who is at the door before opening it, 
they wiil teil you they are from some manner of utiiity or manage- 
ment company and they need to come in. Fortunately, criminals who 
employ this tactic rareiy wear costumes or otherwise try to actually 
look like whom they're impersonating; they're just counting on your 
instinct to open a door whenever anyone asks you to. 

If your iandiord or management company has not contacted you 
beforehand, move away from the door and teil Mr. Fix-It that you 
will have to call and confirm that someone is indeed supposed to be 
making a house call. Remember to move away from the door and 
immediately call whoever allegedly sent them, though this is where 
it gets tricky. If at all possible, have a weapon in hand as you call the 
management, as your potential invader might use the time you're 
on the phone to breach the doorway. If the answer from the other 
end of the line is no, treat the situation the way you would in our 
first case: Dial 91 1, apprise the dispatcher of what is happening and 
prepare to defend yourself. 

IT'S THE COPS, OPEN UP! 

This one gets all over the board; predators might simply say 
"POLICE" over and over again. They might claim to be from the 
Department of Homeland Security, the FBI, the Queen's Constab- 
ulary or all kinds of organizations. The problem is most Americans 
have been conditioned to be good little neighbors and open the 
door whenever anyone knocks; as I've stated, a ruse is rarely nec- 
essary, as millions of us will simply open the door whenever any- 
one asks us to. You don't want to be the person who just opens 
the door. 

Search warrants are occasionally sworn out to the incorrect 
address. Search warrant raids are occasionally executed on the 
incorrect address even though the correct address was on the 
warrant itself. If possible, try to get a look at who is at the door; if 
they're legit police, it will likely be very apparent. Either way, get 
away from the door and dial 91 1, and here's where it gets scary. 

This situation can be extremely difficult because the people 
knocking on the door might, in fact, be the police. If they really 
are police officers serving a "knock-and-annou nee" warrant, call 
out to them and teil them you are calling 91 1 to make sure the 
people outside are really police. This might encourage them to 
wait, or it might encourage them to kick in the door thinking 
you are destroying evidence or readying an assault. Politeness 
often helps but not always. You can ask them to slide the warrant 
under the door, but they might or might not do so. If the police 
have a "no knock" warrant, they are coming in! Look for badges 
and listen for shouts of "Police! Show me your hands! Get on the 
ground!" Bad guys, unless they are educated and disciplined, will 
usually yell something else. 


If the people at the door are actually law enforcement, you're 
not going to want to be holding a firearm when they kick it in. 
However, if they are not actually law enforcement, rarely will they 
kick a door down. They wanted you to open the door, and if you 
refuse to do so, they will likely leave as they'll assume you're on 
to their trick or the kind of person who's getting ready to shoot 
them. I am not advocating violence against law enforcement in 
any way; I am simply giving you an insight into the mind of a 
home invader. 

SAVE MY BABY 

Though there have been innumerable chain emails warning 
people against opening the door for the sound of a screaming 
baby and such emails are usually false, that doesn't mean that no 
one has ever instigated a home invasion by claiming that they had 
a sick baby and needed to get indoors. Like with The Emergency, 
remind yourself that there really isn't anything you could do for 
them inside of your house. If the person at your door insists that 
she really is a woman in crisis holding an infant, tell her that you will 
call 91 1 for them and that EMS will come by to take her somewhere 
safe. Her reaction will tell you everything you need to know. 

In short, ask yourself what seems more likely: that this really is 
a woman who is at the point of walking up to a stranger's home 
in the middle of the night or that this is a person trying to get one 
over on you? Like the email in your junk folder from a Nigerian 
Prince, go with your gut when the story seems unreasonable. Ei- 
ther way, get away from the door, dial 91 1 and prepare yourself for 
what might be coming. 
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SPECIAL DELIVERY 

UPS and FedEx understand branding: Not 
only do they show up in a great big truck 
with their name on the side in great big let- 
ters, their delivery driver will arrive at your 
door in a sporty uniform, package in hand, 
ready for you to sign for whatever it is you or- 


dered or were lucky enough to receive as an 
unexpected gift. 

If you look closely, that man or woman 
will be wearing a hat, shirt and pants brand- 
ed with the corporate logo. He or she might 
well even be wearing UPS or FedEx socks and 
probably has a company-branded pen in his 



A conceal carry holster 
that is great for driving, 
riding a motorcycle, ATV 
or bicycle, etc. 

You can move around 
without any limitations 
or restrictions. 


Holds any semi-automatic 
pistol and spare magazine 
or any J-frame revolver. 
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CONCEALMENT SOLUTIONS 

FOR EVERY SCENARIO. 




or her pocket. In short, neither of these com- 
panies do anything on the down-low. 

So when an individual shows up at your 
door saying they have a package for you and 
they're wearing jeans and a leather jacket, 
the chances of the call being legit are basi- 
cally zero. This is admittedly the easiest of the 
home invasion ploys to recognize; You didn't 
order anything, and since this individual at 
your door is neither uniformed nor holding 
one of those electronic signature pads, you 
need to tell them to get away from your door 
and dial 911 . If he, by some odd chance, IS a le- 
git deliveryman who Just happens to be wear- 
ing a hockey jersey and baggy khakis, then it's 
on him if the package doesn't get delivered. 
If he's running deliveries in street clothes, any 
responsible parcel delivery company will rep- 
rimand or fire him. This is not your problem. 

If the man at your door is an actual deliv- 
eryman, he'll understand that you as a pri- 
vate citizen who was not expecting him and 
who didn't order anything categorically will 
not open the door. He'll plead that he could 
lose his job if he doesn't get this package 
delivered; ignore these pleas. Tell him that 
you're calling 91 1 and then do so. Tell the dis- 
patcher that there is an individual trying to 
gain entry to your residence by posing as a 
deliveryman, and then prepare yourself for a 
potential invasion until the police arrive. (The 
crook will likely not hang around forthe cops; 
make sure to tell the police exactly what hap- 
pened and any details you can remember 
about the individual trying to get into your 
home. Even though you didn’t let him in, you 
need to do everything you can to try to put 
him away. This was likely neither his first nor 
last day on the job.) 

So those are the most common schemes. 
How do you defend against them and ensure 
that you never absentmindedly open your 
door to an attacker? 

ALWAYS ASK 

Just as simply locking the door will pre- 
vent a vast majority of thefts, asking who is at 
the door before you open it is the most fun- 
damental and important step you can take to 
prevent a home invasion. 

CALL FOR REFERENCES 

V\/hen a water, power or sewer company 
intends to send service professionals to a 
location for maintenance or repair, they will 
almost always contact the resident before- 
hand, often to the tune of hours or even 
days. If there is a service emergency, they will 
usually call the phone number linked to the 
account to inform the customer that service 










in their home is necessary and therefore they 
should expect a representative at their door 
soon. They do this not only for the conve- 
nience of their workers but for the safety of 
their customers. 

If someone is unexpectedly demanding 
entry to your residence, claiming that your 
landlord, the management company or some 
public utility has sent them, you absolutely 
positively have to confirm their identity be- 
fore unlocking the door. Rather than asking 
to see a badge or other identification, tell 
them that you will have to contact the com- 
pany that they're claiming to represent for 
confirmation of the service call. 

BACKOFF 

Whenever you have an unexpected call- 
er who is making strange demands, one of 
the most important things you need to do is 
physically get away from the door. Give your- 
self distance; in self-defense, distance usual- 
ly equals safety. 

Were I attempting to force entry into an oc- 
cupied room, my first step would be to knock 
or ring the bell and speak very softly. This 
causes 99 percent of humans to say, "What?" 
and move closer to the door itself, allowing 
me to kick the door in and not only breach 
the entryway but also knock the occupant 
off-balance and possibly unconscious. Pic- 
ture how you would approach a door trying 
as hard as you can to hear the person on the 
other side: You would be slightly bent for- 
ward at the waist, you would have your ear 
turned to the door and you would possibly 
even have your ear to the door material. This 
is not the place or position to occupy when 
someone is about to plant a foot right above 
the doorknob. 

USE YOUR HEAD 

I am absolutely not advising that you al- 
ways train the muzzle of a shotgun at your 
door whenever the bell rings. We're not look- 
ing for full-bore paranoia; we're looking to 
keep our families safe through forethought 
and common sense. If you expect the man- 
agement company to send someone over 
tomorrow afternoon or you ordered a new 
set of bath towels from Amazon, you should 
treat that knock on the door just before din- 
ner differently than an unexpected one at 9 
in the evening. 

The door only works if you lock it. The gun 
only works if you load it. Neither is of use if 
you voluntarily compromise them. 
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Jotto Gear, you can now lock-up your handgun when you can't 
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Since the widespread popularization of concealed carry, 
dozens of companies have understood that women are 
as concerned as their male counterparts with defending 
themselves and their families. For both on- and off-body 
carry, there are styles and features to suit every taste. 


» for men 

and women are profound, and there are considerations far 
beyond the simple differences in body types. Women tend 
to have higher hips and a shorter torso, but clothing styles 
also differ; A woman might wear a business suit during the 
day, a dress on Sunday and jogging pants around the park. 
Whiie men also juggle a balance of safety and security 
with clothing choices, an inside-the-waistband (iWB) or 
belt holster will answer almost every problem. The holster 
often boils down to a fashion decision. 

CARRYING IN A PURSE OR FANNY PACK 

Some of the choices often recommended for ladies, such 
as holster purses, are slow on the draw. Off-body carry isn't 
the best choice, but sometimes it is the only choice available, 
and if you adopt a purse for carry, there are many varieties. 
While the gun-specific purse is one option, the standard 
purse already in the closet can also be a good choice when 
given specific treatment. 

Most importantly, the pistol must be isolated from keys 
and other items. Among the tricks savvy women use to ac- 
complish this is a magnetized purse broach, which incorpo- 
rates a magnet to keep the keys in one place for security and 
convenience. Another good choice is a purse holster. These 
do not have to be as rugged or heavy duty as a holster worn 
on the person. They only have to clip into the purse and keep 
the pistol stabilized and safely isolated as you carry through- 
out the day. Often the draw from a purse requires two hands: 
one to rip the gun purse open and the other to draw. With 
the gun sleeve or holster clipped inside the purse, the draw 
will become smoother with practice. 
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There should be a good reason for leaving the strong 
side holster and moving to another type. The strong 
side holsters from Pinkpistolholsters.com offer good 
retention and a good draw angle. These are serious 
concealed carry holsters that ride high enough on the 
belt to be concealed under an un-tucked shirt (given a 
short handgun) and sit at the perfect angle for a rapid 
presentation from concealed carry. Retention is good 
and brilliantly fast with a 2-inch .38. The owner of the 
company extensively wears and tests holster designs 
before offering them for sale. 


Fanny packs are a cross between on- 
and off-body carry, as the pistol is isolated 
from the body but is not quite as isolated 
(and potentially easily grabbed) as were it 
in a purse. 

Regardless of style of nontraditional car- 
ry, the following conditions must always 
be met: The hand must blade into the 
purse or pack easily, grasp the handgun 
firmly and allow you to draw the handgun 
quickly, as only then are you able to move 
into the firing stance and onto the target. 

Be certain to practice the draw with the 
carry rig you choose. Properly grasping 
the handgun on the draw is essential. Get 
a good firing grip on the handgun, and if 
needed, give it a sharp yank to clear the 
holster system. During a lethal force en- 
counter, you will not have time to fumble 
around and adjust your grip as you draw. 


IWB HOLSTERS 


r 


The IWB holster has many advantages. 
Since the bolstered firearm rides inside 
the pants rather than out in plain view, a 
shorter covering garment can be worn 
as the holster does not protrude past the 
waistband. This is less important with a 
short handgun like a snub-nosed .38, as a 
good high-ride holster hardly extends past 
the waistband. If you wish to carry a larger 
handgun, such as a Clock 19 or SIG P250, 
then the 4-inch barrel becomes a consid- 
eration. The IWB buries the majority of 
the slide inside the pants. A drawback for 
some is comfort, and carrying the holster 
inside the pants demands acclimation. 

That said, the good news Is that an IWB 
holster might also be worn with a skirt 
if the fit is tight enough, the pistol light 
enough and if a proper belt is worn. One of 
the realities that makes this a popular op- 


tion for some ladies is that as women have 
a higher waist, some have a more difficult 
time reaching to the small of their back to 
draw and as such, many women find the 
appendix position comfortable. With a 
properly designed holster, crossdraw and 
appendix are options with an IWB holster 
system. 

Though more than a few women seem 
to regard IWB as a "No Girls Allowed" club, 
this simply isn't true. A compact handgun, 
such as the SIG P290 or the 3-inch-barreled 
revolver, is ideal for IWB, but larger types 
might be concealed as well. After all, larg- 
er handguns result in less felt recoil and 
therefore offer better hit probability, and 
the IWB holster is a good option for con- 
cealing serious fighting pistols. 

THE BELLYBAND 

Another option that is well-suited to 
female shooters is the bellyband. The nat- 
ural swell of the hips makes for greater 
security and less chance of slippage with 
female shooters, but be forewarnediThere 
are poorly made bellybands on the market 
hiding among the good ones. A belly band 
that retains its shape and keeps the pistol 
secure offers the option of positioning the 
handgun around the belt line in practically 
any position, angle or cant. The advice to 
purchase your slacks or jeans a size larger 
in anticipation of concealing a handgun 
is well taken but not always necessary. It 
depends upon the clothing and how wide 
the handgun actually is. A Ruger LC9 isn't 
very thick, and even a 3-inch-barreled 
1911 is only an inch thick. 

Bodies differ and no one holster is per- 
fect for everyone; this is why there are so 
many styles and models available. Toler- 
ance to weight and discomfort also vary 


widely and are not always tied to body 
size. Sometimes even a tall or heavy per- 
son cannot tolerate weight hanging from 
their belt, but it is a mental leap that must 
be made in order to deploy lifesaving gear. 

OTHER OPTIONS 

When you move away from belt carry, 
things get complicated. Ankle carry works 
just fine with smaller handguns up to the 
snub .38 category, and the under-the-skirt 
thigh holster is particularly advantageous 
for women and among the most conceal- 
able of ladies' holsters. 

The problem with ankle carry is that 
draw speed is compromised, becoming so 
slow that officers in a major agency once 
dubbed it "the dead man's draw." The rub 
remains, however, that the ankle feels like 
the ideal position for carrying a backup 
gun. The ankle holster can actually pro- 
vide a fast draw if you are knocked on your 
back and able to raise the leg to the hand 
or if you are seated (as while driving), and 
it's these reasons it remains so popular 
among law enforcement officers. 

It is more difficult to find fault with the 
thigh holster for under-the-skirt carry. 
Many options are comfortable, effective in 
concealment and offer a reasonably rapid 
presentation with practice. The pistol can 
be drawn from a standing position, which 
is not true with the ankle draw. 

Pocket carry is particularly attractive as 
the handgun can be carried without a ded- 
icated gun belt, but only a relatively light 
handgun can be carried in this type of set- 
up. The SIG P290 and various snub-nosed 
.38s are at the outer edge of usefulness in 
thisarea. Above all, a handgun should never 
be simply thrust into the pocket but should 
be carried in a properly designed holster. 
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Such a holster should have a toe that catch- 
es the pocket, ensuring that it will stay put 
as the handgun is drawn. 

When drawing, the hand must be blad- 
ed into the pocket and the handgun care- 
fully drawn with the backstrap basically 
pinched in the web of the thumb and fore- 
finger, which violates the rule of getting 
a proper grip before you draw the pistol. 
However, if you attempt to draw the pistol 
using a conventional grip, you will basi- 
cally be making a fist, thus making it very 
difficult to get your hand out of the pocket 
and the gun into action. 

Within the confines of this report, we 
have given you a comprehensive but still 
incomplete view of women's holsters. As is 
often repeated in training classes, without 
regular practice, you will not react quick- 
ly enough on the street, and drawing and 
firing a sidearm quickly and accurately is 
a perishable skill. The draw must be prac- 
ticed constantly to be smooth, safe and 
efficient. It is difficult to draw the handgun 
from some of the concealed carry modes 
mentioned above without sweeping your 
own body with the muzzle, which means 


we must engage in meaningful practice 
on a regular basis and constantly be aware 
of muzzle discipline and trigger discipline. 

When it comes to handgun selection, 
we could start the engine of pointless ar- 
gument, but the user must decide what 
type of handgun they can reasonably 
afford, master and use effectively. I per- 
sonally cannot imagine trusting my life to 
any sidearm chambered in a cartridge less 
powerful than .38 Special or 9mm Luger. 
There are differing opinions, but these do 
not often include opinions of men and 
women with extensive law enforcement 
or combat experience. 

A certain minimum caliber is required, 
and that means an efficient load-bearing 
device will be needed to carry it comfort- 
ably as a concealed firearm. A woman can 
face and defeat a larger, stronger attacker 
with the proper mindset and the proper 
gear, and women's holsters are part of that 
important equation. 
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Introducing Our Eagle Series 


VAULT DOORS • SAFE ROOMS • SAFES 


^ STEP-SYSTEM -DOORS & FRAMES 


★ 1 1/2" LOCKING BOLT SYSTEM 


^ SUPERIOR FIRE RESISTANCE 



EXCEPTIONAL BURGLARY PROTECTION 

Call One of Our Vault Pro's 



800 - 299-6929 
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13607 Pumke St. * Santa Fe Springs^ CA, 90670 | Email: proli^vaultprousaxom 




9 


PREMIUM 




r 


.S 'V 


■■ V'' 














4 


■s ' 


V ^ 





caiiDer: yFin 

Barrel: 3.1” 
VVeiqht: 15.9 o: 


\l 


* ^ 

: 2 


n 


Shipped with 


□ 


in 




MADE IN THE U.S.A 




WWW, 


r.com 


: c 

. o 
: Q 
: > 


:n 

: D 
: ^ 







DRY-flRE PRACTKE 

BYCHIPEBERHART 






As much as we all love to train, the simple fact 
is that range time can be costly and inconvenient. 
Dry-fire drills that can be run in the home a re the 
cheapest, easiest, simplest and most convenient 
manner in which to hone and master your skills. 
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»IVIOST OF YOU have heard of "Dry-Fire Practice" and thought it was boring or that it 
didn't have any benefit in real-world shooting. Hopefully this drill will change your mind. 


Shooting is a perishable skili. If you 
don't continuously practice, your skills will 
continuously diminish. As a concealed car- 
ry permit holder, USCCA Certified Instruc- 
tor and International Practical Shooting 
Confederation and United States Practical 
Shooting Association competitor, I'm a 
strong believer in dry-fire practice. It's in- 
expensive, doesn't require any travel and 


is something you can do regularly to im- 
prove your shooting skills. All you need is 
a plain old wall — preferably a light-col- 
ored wall — and a little time. This drill will 
take 20 to 40 minutes to complete. If you 
can't invest a half hour in something that 
can save your life, can you invest 24 hours 
a day in being dead? 

The two-fold goal of the P.O.W. drill is 
to improve your muscle memory so that 
point of aim becomes natural; to be able 
to point-shoot based on improved mus- 
cle memory and point of aim. The drill 
is first executed in super-slow speed so 
that you can begin building good mus- 
cle memory. When we do everything fast, 
we only see the beginning and the end 


Sight Focus and the Flash Sight Focus. By 
now, you're wondering, "How can I aim for 
theupperthoracicif I can'tsee it?" We'll get 
to using targets later, but for now, just try 
to push out at a natural elevation, as if the 
target/threat is the same height as you are. 

As for equipment, your every day carry 
gun is all you need, but you can add to the 
experience by using a laser aid, such as the 
Shot Indicating Resetting Trigger (SIRT) 
training pistol from Next Level Training 
or Laser Ammo inserts from Laser-Am- 
mo USA. If you really want to have some 
fun with the drill and get more feedback, 
add the Laser-Ammo Personal Electronic 
Trainer (PET) or the Light Activated Shot 
Reporter {L.A.S.R.} system from Centrolu- 
tions. Both work well with the Laser Ammo 
or SIRT pistols. 

SAFETY FIRST 

Whenever practicing dry fire, ensure 
that there is no live ammunition in the 
room with you. Ensure that the firearm 
and magazines are unloaded. Confirm that 
any magazines in the room are unloaded 
{even ones you don't intend to use). Con- 
firm that every firearm in the room is un- 
loaded (even the ones you don't intend to 
use). Continue to practice the four rules of 
firearms safety: Treat every firearm as if it's 
loaded. Keep your finger off the trigger un- 
til your eyes are on the sights and you've 
made the conscious decision to fire. Don't 
point a firearm at anything you're not will- 
ing to destroy. Be aware of your target, 
target environment and what's beyond it. 

All of those rules are important, but the 
first and the last are the most important to 
me for dry fire. Just because I've confirmed 
that the firearm is unloaded doesn't mean 
that I'll treat it any differently than I would 
a loaded firearm. As for knowing your tar- 
get and what's beyond it, I'm not going to 
dry fire into a room where kids are playing 
or my wife is cooking or in an apartment 
where the neighbors are behind the wall. 

Seriously, we hope nothing bad ever 
happens, but we still keep a fire extin- 
guisher in the house and carry a firearm 
when we go outside. Oh, it's also a pretty 


:AL SPINE 


of an action. Executing actions purpose- 
ly in super-slow motion allows us to see 
the beginning, end and all the intricate 
movements that are critical in getting to 
the expected end condition: a proper 
sight picture. For this drill, as well 
k as defensive shooting, the 

firearm is aimed at the 
upper thoracic section of 
the body. 

Competitors might 
know this as the "A" 
zone. As you can see 
from the diagram, it 
makes sense. 

To reiterate, doing 
things slow at first 
helps us to fine-tune 
our motions and al- 
lows us to see the lit- 
tle things that need 
to be corrected. 

You should have 
a hard sight focus on 
the front sight with 
the rear sights and the 
target (in this case, your 
wall) appearing blurred. I 
cal! this the Fine Sight Fo- 
cus method. Later, you'll 
learn about the Floating 


» In defensive shooting, shots are directed to the upper thoracic 
section of the body simply because this is one of the fastest and most 
reliable ways to stop the threat presented by an attacker. If you look at an 
anatomical model of the human torso, it quickly becomes clear why IDPA 
and other competitive shooting targets are designed the way they are: 
Shooting for the upper chest and anywhere along the centerline of the 
chest increases the likelihood of a shot stopping an attack and limiting 
the danger to innocent life. 





good idea to make sure your blinds and 
curtains are closed so you don't panic the 
neighbors. 

THE DRILLS 

1 . Draw and index sights. 

The goal of this drill is to draw the fire- 
arm and index the sights (have the si ghts 
aligned by the end of your full extension). 

Do not look at the light switch on the 
wall, the nail hole on the wall, the crack, the 
dirt or anything on the wall. The only things 
you should see are your front and rear 
sights. For this first portion of the drill, the 
trigger finger should not move from the 
side of the frame (a.k.a. "locator button"). 

As you're drawing and pushing out, 
you should be looking forward at the wall 
(the threat), and your focus should shift to 
the front sight as you're able to see it. Do 
not look at the gun as you draw. Always 
bring the gun into your field of vision as 
opposed to taking your eyes off the target 
or threat. 

Complete 10 reps at super-slow speed 
and 1 0 reps at normal speed. 

2. Draw and prep trigger. 

The goal of this drill is to draw the fire- 
arm, index the sights and prep the trigger 
without disturbing the sight picture. 

The first part of trigger control is con- 
sciously getting your finger onto the trig- 
ger and propping (taking up the slack or 
pre-travel of the trigger) without disturb- 
ing the sight picture. Locating and using 
trigger prep will optimize your shooting 
by reducing the amount of travel needed 
to break the shot and thereby reducing 
movement of the firearm. Again, don't 
look at anything except the front and rear 
sights (with a hard, sharp focus on the 
front sight). 

Complete 10 reps at super-slow speed 
and 1 0 reps at normal speed 

If your firearm is capable of double ac- 
tion as well as single action, repeat for 
both conditions. 

3. Draw, prep and break a single shot. 

The goal of this drill is to draw the fire- 
arm, index the sights, prep the trigger and 
break a single shot without disturbing the 
sight picture. 

The second part of trigger control is 
to smoothly pull the trigger to the break 
point without moving the gun left, right, 
up or down. 

Now that you're more familiar with 


prepping the trigger, you can begin your 
trigger prep as soon as you’re able to see 
the sights in your peripheral vision. At the 
end of your extension, you should also 
have completed your trigger prep and can 
then smoothly break your shot. 

Complete 10 reps at super-slow speed 
and 10 reps at normal speed. 

If your firearm is capable of double ac- 
tion as well as single action, repeat for 
both conditions. 

4. Draw, prep, break a single shot and 
reset the trigger. 

The goal of this drill is to draw the fire- 
arm, index the sights, prep the trigger, 
break a shot and reset the trigger without 
disturbing the sight picture. 

The third part of trigger control is to 
(after breaking a shot) train your finger 
to only allow the trigger to move forward 
enough to allow the trigger mechanism to 
reset to a condition where you can break 
the next shot. This is known as trigger 
reset: allowing the trigger to move back 
forward into the firing position, and not al- 
lowing it to travel any farther forward than 
absolutely necessary. Doing so is import- 


Other than with double-action revolv- 
ers and traditional double-action capable 
pistols, you will not be able to fee! the 
reset without working the slide (moving 
the slide to duplicate the reciprocating 
action that would have resulted from live 
fire). The exception to this is that some 
striker-fired pistols will allow for simulated 
reset if the slide is taken slightly out of bat- 
tery by placing a piece of paper or other 
apparatus between the barrel and firearm 
breech. 

This is an excellent reason to have a SiRT 
pistol for dry-fire practice. SIRT pistols are 
available in mocks of the Clock 17, as well 
as the Smith & Wesson M&P series of pistols. 

Complete 10 reps at super- slow speed 
and 1 0 reps at normal speed. 

If your firearm is capable of double ac- 
tion as well as single action, repeat for 
both conditions. 

5. Draw, prep, break a single shot, re- 
set the trigger and break a second shot. 

The goal of this drill is the same as those 
that built up to it — to minimize distur- 
bance of the sight picture. The extra goal 
here is to train your eyes to stay locked 


ant to aid accuracy and increase efficiency, onto thefront sight. Again, this is an excel- 
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lent drill for the SIRT training pistols, be- 
cause it will be difficult to execute without 
using a double-action firearm. 

Complete 10 reps at super-slow speed 
and 10 reps at normal speed. 

If your firearm is capable of double ac- 
tion as well as single action, repeat for 
both conditions. 

6. Add a target paster (or similar sized 
piece of colored tape) and repeat the drills. 

Traditional target pasters are approx- 
imately Vs inches by Vs inches of square 
brown adhesive. 

The goal of this drill hasn't changed 
from the prior drills; smooth movement 
of the firearm with minimal disturbance of 
the sight picture. 


» Dry drills tike this one are very practical for 
proper sight picture acquisition. As seen above, 
the front sight should be in clear focus and the 
rear sight should be slightly out of focus; there's 
no need to burn powder to practice doing so. 


Sure, we know 
it's the P.O.W. drill, 
but now you're go- 
ing to add a target 
— a target paster. 


We could add an 
entire target instead of a paster, but two 
of the biggest errors in handgun shooting 
are looking at the wrong place or looking 


at too big of a place. The adage"aim small, 
miss small" comes into play here. By train- 
ing yourself to target a smaller area, you'll 
find that your shot groups are smaller as 
well as more accurate. 

Yes, start from Step 1 and go through 
to Step 5. Your hard focus should still be 
on the front sight with the paster being 
blurred behind it. 

7. Stop using your sights — employ 
the "Flash Sight Method." 

For most defensive shooting and closer 
target shooting, you won't have time to 
acquire a textbook sight picture. And for 
close distances {less than seven yards), 
you shouldn't need sights to instinctively 
point-shoot a target/threat. 

The goal of this drill is to put your mus- 
cle memory to use. Now that you're better 
at reducing the disturbance of the sight 
picture, we can utilize those skills to train 
point-shooting (a.k.a. instinctive shoot- 
ing). You might think that you can't point- 
shoot. With a closed fist held on your 
chest, try quickly pointing your finger at 
a few different objects in your room. Did 
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you miss anything you were pointing at? 
We've spent a lot of our lifetime perfect- 
ing our pointing skills, even if our moms 
told us it was impolite. We're really good 
at pointing, and now that we're better 
at trigger control, and better at looking 
at the right place, we can get better at 
point-shooting. 

We call point-shooting the "Flash Sight 
Method" because you'll get a quick flash 
of the front sight. 

Point-shooting is only for close-dis- 
tance targets (less than seven yards) that 
are relatively simple. In target shooting, 
by relatively simple, we mean there's no 
"no shoot" targets or "hard cover" that 
an errant round could hit. In defensive 
shooting, by relatively simple, we mean 
there are no innocents that could be in- 
jured by an instinctively aimed shooting 
method. In situations where the difficulty 
is not great enough for a Fine Sight Focus 
but too difficult for a Flash Sight Focus, a 
Floating Sight Focus might be desirable, 
in Floating Sight Focus, the focal point of 
our eyes will float from target/threat to 
front sight and back to target/threat as 


we break the shot. 

8. Go to the range, load your firearm 
and try these drills in live fire. 

Before you start, make sure you know 
the range rules and confirm that they al- 
low holster use. 

Running through drills 1 to 7 will take 
approximately 100 to 150 rounds of am- 
munition and about an hour on the range, 
and you mayjust find it to be the best hour 
you've ever spent on the firing line. If you 
take your time and follow the drills, you 
will see results and become a better shoot- 
er. If your range doesn't allow holster use, 
ask if you can start the drills from the high 
ready position. 

After you've mastered this drill {or be- 
come bored with it), try stepping it up 
by placing a few pasters spaced apart on 
a wall or even on adjacent walls at 90 de- 
grees if it's safe and possible (for dry-fire 
practice only). 

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE 

Shooting skills come natural to some, 
but need to be practiced by all. Only a 
handful are natural deadeyes, and most 


of us require regular training to keep our 
skills sharp. 

A police officer friend of mine thinks of 
defensive shooting like a football game: 
"The quarterback doesn't just practice be- 
fore the big game. He practices as much as 
he can." When the result of firing a hand- 
gun can change the outcome of your life 
or your liberty, I consider doing so even 
more important than a big game. There's 
a lot on the line when it comes to defen- 
sive shooting, and i've never heard anyone 
who survived a violent encounter say, "I 
wish I hadn't practiced as much." 

Dry fire is cheap, but you need to have 
goals in mind when doing any type of fire- 
arm training. The P.O.W. Drill isn't the only 
drill and might not be the best for you, but 
it's a great place to start. Practice might 
not make you perfect, but it will surely re- 
duce your mistakes. 
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time, anyway. Women are shaped differently. We like 
different things. And, frankly, we have a lot of different 
options (and opinions). Women, certainly, like to be 
comfortable too, but we really do love to wear that pop 
of color, some fun patterns, a variety of materials, those 
coordinating layers ... and lots of accessories. 
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Nevertheless, some of these fashion 
preferences can be distracting or even 
dangerous while shooting. So beyond 
the basic protective "eyes and ears," here 
are just a few tips and considerations for 
women on what to wear — and what not 
to wear — at the range. 

SHOES 

For training, pumps are Just not a good 
idea. I realize that there is always the possi- 
bility that a woman might be involved in a 
threatening situation while wearing those 
Jimmy Choo slingback wedges, but let's 
Just keep them in the closet when we go to 
the firing range. Keep peep toes, flip-flops 
and sandals at home too. 

Take your training seriously, and you 
can avoid serious injury. No one wants to 
see someone twist an ankle because she's 
tripped on some spent cartridges or panic 
because some hot brass has landed on top 
of her exposed foot. 

CLOTHING 

Speaking of spent cartridges, watch out 
for those, And wear something that won't 
inadvertently act as a catching mitt for 
burning-hot metal debris. That baby-blue 
camisole and sheer, kimono-sleeved shrug 
are perfect for grabbing a business lunch, 
but they leave way too much skin ex- 
posed. And when the casing ejects from a 
semi-automatic, it might Just land on you 
and sear that delicate, bare skin. It's hap- 
pened to me (and I've had the odd-shaped 
burn marks to prove it}. 

So cover and protect what skin you can 
with shooting-friendly attire, like high- 
neck t-shirts or long sleeves. Don't wear 
anything too loose. Your clothes can eas- 
ily get in the way of movement or, even 
worse, those aforementioned casings can 
get trapped in the folds. 

HATS 

I'm not a big fan of baseball caps. I think 
they look weird on me, and many gals Just 
don't want to fight with hat hair. But a cap 
can help with that ejected casing problem 
and add an extra level of protection for 
your face and eyes. (They're also good for 
corralling loose hair.) So consider wearing 
a hat, or at least bring a headband or a hair 
tie to keep stray hair out of your face. 

OUTERWEAR 

Bring a jacket. Besides being good for 


covering exposed skin and protecting 
your arms from hot fragments and debris, 
a Jacket is good for some weather control. 
The outdoor range might be an invitation 
for sunburn or hypothermia, and I've nev- 
er found an indoor range to offer the ideal 
temperature. 

So pack a light Jacket to wear to reme- 
dy those chills, use in case of sunburn (or 
brass burn) or remove when you feel like 
you're baking and shooting at the same 
time. Just watch any pockets. Flot pieces 
of metal can easily turn into unwelcome 
hitchhikers. 

ACCESSORIES 

Watch the Jewelry. Dangles and ban- 
gles can get in the way, whether they're 
on your ears, around your neck or circling 
your wrist. Sentimental or expensive items 
have the possibility of being ruined or 
damaged by hot debris and toxic gasses 
emitted while shooting. 

You might want to be comfortable and 
fashionable when you shoot, but you don't 
need to worry about your infinity necklace 
breaking in half or your gold hoop earring 
flinging off down the lane. 

MAKEUP 

Yes, believe it or not, your makeup can 
make a difference at the shooting range, 
and it has nothing to do with impressing 
your date or looking amazing underneath 
the fluorescent lighting. If you're outdoors, 
be sure to slather on the sunscreen first. 
But indoors or out, do not slather on the 
foundation. Too much makeup can ac- 
tually trap fine lead particles and gasses 
against your skin, resulting in breakouts 
or irritation. And since you might get a bit 
sweaty, consider "makeup melt" and your 
desire not to experience that runny mess 
at the shooting range. In this case, less re- 
ally is more. 

DRESSED FOR THE RANGE 

All in all, training should be a fun, safe 
and rewarding experience for everyone in- 
volved. So don't let a gun fashion faux pas 
or other malfunction — wardrobe or fire- 
arm — keep you from enjoying your time 
on the range. 






USCCA MEMBER 
DONALD DENSON 

ARMY VETERAN 

TEXAS 


» Austinite Donald Denson, a 
USCCA member for more than 
three years, makes no bones 
about his reasons for believing 
in concealed carry. 

"Being retired from the 
Army and a combat veteran of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, this 
issue is very close to my heart. 
Having the right to defend 
yourself or family cannot be 
legislated away by man, and we 
as a people should exercise the 
Constitutional rights we have 
in our pursuit of that defense. 
Even today, young men and 
women lay down their lives to 
give you the right to do so. 

"Take your time to find the 
right firearm that you will be 
comfortable with. Once you 
have your firearm, get training 
and practice, practice, practice. 
You should be prepared and 
confident in your abilities, but 
pray you never have to use your 
weapon in an engagement. 

Last but not least, join an 
organization such as USCCA 
that will give you the resources 
to become an informed, trained 
and responsible concealed 
carry individual." 

EVERYDAY 

CARRY: COMPACT XD 
.45 AGP, COMMANDER 1911 
.45 AGP OR ROGER LCR 38+P 
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» hollow-points are 

engineered to be low flash and high power. Hotter than a normal 9mm load, the +Ps exit test barrels at a 
mighty 1,200 feet per second and deliver 389 foot-pounds at 5 yards, performing well enough to deliver 
reliable expansion even after penetrating barriers such as auto bodies and extremely heavy clothing. 

Sent through the snubnose of a Ruger LCR into two blocks of gel, however, results got interesting. As 
shorter barrels result in lower pressures (especially with +? cartridges) and the gel itself only offers so much 
resistance, the hollow-point bullet only partially deployed, resulting in what looks like a cross between a 
normally petaled JHP and the world's nastiest jacketed soft-point. 

Make no mistake: These are extremely effective rounds . . . just make sure to mate them with the correct 
pistol (or, in this case, revolver). Learn more at winchester.com, and stay tuned for additional testing of this 
and other +P cartridges. 








While the gel tests allow us to compare rounds side-by-side in a consistent medium, it 
should never be forgotten that the testing blocks are just that: testing blocks. They mimic 
human tissue very well, but they also lack bone, clothing and other components typically 
found inside or covering the human body. Were this projectile fired from this revolver 
to hit an attacker's sternum, rib, clavicle, skull or shoulder joint, the deformation of the 
hollow-point would likely have been far more dramatic. Unconventional expansion aside, 
this projectile — sent from this revolver — would deliver a payload of defensive force to 
be reckoned with. Better when sent from a barrel of over 3 inches? You bet, but the rather 

grim wad of lead and copper here is nothing to scoff at, either. 
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In the old days, effective ' 
defensive firearm training 
was limited to military bases ; 
and police academies. Today, 
professional-grade instruc- 
tion is available both in per- 
son from trainers and online, 
and the USCCA's new eLearn- 
ing platform offers excellent 
stand-alone classes and, even 
better, serves as a foundation 
for continued education on 
defensive firearm use. 
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CONCEALED CARRY 



IF YOirVE BEEN PAYING ATTENTION to 

the emails from the USCCA over the past few months, you'll have noticed 



that we've recently launched our first online class, appropriately named 
Concealed Carry and Home Defense Fundamentals Online. While we're 
not the first company in the gun industry to bring our training online, we 
hope to be the best, and we believe that we've broken new ground in this 
relatively new medium. 

At the time of this writing, we're still in the early stages of our release, 
but the feedback we've received from thousands of users has been 
overwhelmingly positive. But that begs the question, where exactly 
should online training fit into the concealed carry training world? 

To begin that conversation, let's take a look at some of the limitations 
of the traditional classroom, which should help you to understand why 
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LIMITATIONS OF THE 
TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM 

While I love to teach classes, I also love 
to take them, but too often, my response 
to a training opportunity is, "That week- 
end doesn't work for me," or, "My wife will 
kill me If I fly to Florida for another gun 
class." Beyond the obvious logistical lim- 
itations on the traditional classroom ex- 
perience (instructors will understandably 
schedule a class based upon their sched- 
ule and a facility convenient to them, and 
not around my schedule and a facility 
convenient to me), there are other inher- 
ent limitations to this traditional method 
of knowledge transfer. 

The most obvious limitation is that in 
the traditional classroom, all of the infor- 
mation is presented in one continuous 
stream. In the case of a concealed carry 
class, this is usually presented over the 
course of a single day or a couple days if 
you happen to live in Illinois. While that 
works great for meeting state-mandat- 
ed requirements for what needs to be 
taught, it's not so great when it comes to 
knowledge retention. In order to retain 
knowledge in our long-term memory, 
repetition is key, yet repetition is sorely 
lacking in the traditional classroom as 
the instructor must continue to move 
from topic to topic in order to remain on 
schedule. 

When I play the role of student. I've 
grown to accept the fact that regardless 
of the topic that's being presented, if it's 
new to me. I'll be lucky to retain 30 per- 
cent of that knowledge when I walk out 
the door (and yes. I'm being gracious 
to myself). If I want to retain more 
than that (or all of it), it's up to me 
to continue to study the topics 
repeatedly until that informa- 
tion is firmly entrenched in my 
cerebellum. As an instructor, 

I also accept the fact that if 
any of my students were to 
be quizzed a month after class 
without the benefit of notes 
or the help of our textbook on 
topics such as the four rules 
governing the use of deadly 
force, what must happen be- 
fore the police are required to 
read the Miranda warning or 
the hundreds of other things 
discussed in class, I wouldn't 
be surprised to have my stu- 
dents get more than a few 


answers wrong. 1 don't think that means 
I'm a lousy instructor. I think it reflects the 
fact that information isn't automatically 
recorded into our cerebellum as though 
our brain was the equivalent of a comput- 
er hard drive. 

In addition, classroom training by de- 
sign is not directed at the individual. In- 
stead, it's directed at the group. But there 
is a psychology to group learning that is 
not always conducive to individual learn- 
ing. Some of those shortcomings include: 

• One Gear Only — Instructor-led 
training by its nature has just one speed, 
and that's the speed set by the instruc- 
tor. If the class is slowed down to reach 
the most inexperienced student (or the 
student who simply requires a slower 
stream of information), then the other 
students are bored. If it's sped up to keep 
experienced students interested (or 
students who are comfortable drinking 
from a fire hose), then other students are 
left in the dust. 

* The Time Hog — Every classroom has 
one: the guy who never stops stating his 
opinion in an attempt to show that he is 
smarter than the instructor or attempting 
to "stump the chump" by asking detailed 
questions that are usually off topic. Rare- 
ly does this dynamic improve individual 
learning; instead, it makes retention of 
important information even more diffi- 


* The Fear of Embarrassment — Too 

often, questions are not asked in class 
because an individual who doesn't un- 
derstand a particular topic believes that 
they're the only one who doesn't get it. So 
they avoid the embarrassment of "not get- 
ting it" by doing nothing. Even worse, the 
fear of embarrassment can keep the stu- 
dent from attending class in the first place. 
Combined with logistical excuses (i,e."That 
weekend doesn't work for me ...''), we're 
keeping millions of potential students 
from the concealed carry classroom. 

- Group-Based Testing — The knowl- 
edge test in the classroom is also usually 
group-based, not individual-based. I've 
had an opportunity to sit through a cou- 
ple dozen concealed carry classes and 
have attended dozens more classes for 
firefighting and EMS, and I always cringe 
when an instructor asks, "Does everyone 

know what a is?" Nine times out of 

10 (or 99 times out of 100?) everyone will 
remain silent, implying that they do know 
the answer. The problem is if a student 
doesn't know the answer, they'll rarely 
voice that in class for fear of embarrassing 
themselves, as explained in the previous 
issue. In a classroom setting, it isn't prac- 
tical to continually test all students before 
advancing to the next topic, so instead, 
we use the ineffective substitute, "Does 
anyone have any questions?" 


cult for the rest of the class. 


» Student 
interaction is an 
Important part 
oftheUSCCA 
online training, 
including the 
use of interactive 
"widgets" that 
allow the student 
to explore a 
particular topic 
at his own pace. 







( f IN ORDER TO RETAIN KNOWLEOGE IN OUR LON&TERM MEMORY, RBfTITION IS KEY, 

YET REPETITION IS SORELY LACKING IN THE TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM AS THE INSTRUCTOtl MUST 

CONTINUE TO MOVE FROM TOPIC TO TOPIC IN ORDBI TO REMAIN ON SCHEDULL j j 


THE PROS OF THE 
TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM 

Now don't get me wrong, I'm not sug- 
gesting that we do away with the class- 
room experience entirely. In fact, I believe 
that it provides a couple elements far bet- 
ter than online training. One such benefit 
is that classroom training provides a so- 
cial experience that promotes the open 
sharing of opinions and the opportunity 
to debate important subjects. 

In the classes that I teach, there are sev- 
eral points where the group dynamic is im- 
portant, including a segment where I ask 
the students to pretend that they're the 
prosecutor on a hypothetical shooting as 
I slowly reveal bits of evidence uncovered 
by the police. That's a dynamic that I can't 
easily reproduce in an online course. 

Instructor-led classes also combine 
first-hand instructor interaction with zero 
latency between the time a student asks a 
clarifying question and the time the ques- 
tion is answered {if the student doesn't fall 


into the"fear of embarrassment" trap men- 
tioned earlier). An ability to "chat" with an 
instructor online or email the Instructor 
with questions comes close, but it loses 
the ability for the instructor to read any nu- 
ance in the student’s voice, and it also loses 
the history that normally occurs between 
an instructor and student in a classroom 
setting (i.e. an instructor can remember, "I 
know that this student is afraid of guns, so 
I'm going to answer his question in a dif- 
ferent way than I'd answer it for an experi- 
enced student ..."). 

Lastly, the other major benefit of class- 
room training isthatitcan include hands- 
on time, something critical to building 
"muscle memory" (actually, neural path- 
ways) for repetitive movements such as 
clearing a firearm. 

On that last note, when I discuss the 
idea of eLearning with other concealed 
carry instructors, one of the most com- 
mon objections raised is the fact that 
online students obviously don't get any 


instructor-led trigger time. While that's 
true, the vast majority of concealed car- 
ry classes that I've attended and have 
taught spend far more time educating 
students on topics such as conflict avoid- 
ance, the law and even the theory behind 
defensive shooting fundamentals (i.e. 
why there is a difference between marks- 
manship and defensive shooting tech- 
niques) before the students ever make 
the trip to the range. 

I've often commented to my students 
that if they remember just one set of top- 
ics after leaving class, it should be the 
topics centered around developing a per- 
sonal and home protection plan and the 
incredible seriousness of carrying a con- 
cealed firearm rather than remembering 
the five steps involved In drawing from 
the holster. 

The fact is, if a concealed carry permit 
holder runs into trouble after they've 
completed their training, it usually isn't 
because they failed to effectively shoot 
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» Online training opens up this import- 
ant education to the millions of Ameri- 
cans who are unable to fit a concealed 
carry class into their hectic schedules or 
who haven't taken a class because of the 
fear of embarrassment that they imagine 
can occur in a traditional classroom. 

an attacker in the cardiovascular triangle. 
Instead, it's usually because the permit 
holder made a bad choice on where they 


other words, the prob- 
lem could potentially 
have been avoided if 
the permit holder had 
spent more time on 
theory and the law 
rather than on time 
behind the trigger. 
Now that's not to say 
that I see no value in 
time on the range; 
it's just that I place 
a greater empha- 
sis on the other 
important topics 
that need to be 
covered in a con- 
cealed carry class. 

THE PROS OF 

ELEARNING 

When it comes to knowledge 
retention, you might be surprised 
at how online students compare 
with students in a traditional class- 
room setting. A recent report of online 
education conducted for the Department 
of Education looked at 99 studies that 
compared online to classroom perfor- 
mance for the exact same courses. While 
some of the studies looked at elementary 
through high school settings, most of the 
studies focused on university and other 
adult continuing-education programs, 
including police, fire department, EMS 
and military training. The study found 


in the 59th percentile in tested perfor- 
mance compared with the 50th percen- 
tile for students who took the course in a 
traditional classroom setting. 

Barbara Means, who was the study's 
lead author, commented, "The study's 
major significance lies in demonstrating 
that online learning today is not just bet- 
ter than nothing — it actually tends to be 
better than conventional instruction." My 
purpose in mentioning this study isn't to 
try to demonstrate that online training is 
dramatically better than classroom train- 
ing. Instead, it's meant to demonstrate 
that the argument that classroom train- 
ing is dramatically better than eLearning 
seems to be without merit. 

So why exactly can eLearning lead to 
higher tested performance? The Depart- 
ment of Education report focused on a 
couple possible reasons. The most obvi- 
ous reason was that eLearning courses 
allow the student to learn at their own 
pace and to digest the information be- 
ing taught in bite-sized chunks. In other 
words, if a class is six hours long, break- 
ing that topic into six one-hour blocks (or 
12 30-minute blocks) can lead to greater 
knowledge retention than a single six- 
hour continuous class. 

Unlike eLearning, there is also little or 
no ability to "rewind" a classroom instruc- 
tor to get him to repeat exactly what he 
just said, and there are few or no require- 
ments to correctly answer questions be- 
fore advancing to the next segment. 

As an example, just two days ago, I 
completed an online course for the fire 
department dealing with natural gas 
emergencies. It was a short course, but 
when I reached the end of the first sec- 
tion, I was presented with a lO-question 
quiz, which effectively told me, "You shall 
not pass" until I proved that I had retained 
the information. Even though I had just 
completed the first section, I couldn't re- 
member how many feet away a fire appa- 
ratus should be parked from a high-pres- 
sure natural gas leak. (The answer is 330 
feet if you're curious.) So I was forced to 
rewind that topic and watch it again. Sure 
enough, that time it sunk in and I passed 
the quiz. That ability to rewind and the 
constant testing of my understanding of 
the material led to a far greater retention 
of the information than if I'd simply heard 
it in a classroom one time before the in- 
structor asked, "Are there any questions?" 
at the end of class. 


went, what they said or what they did. In that on average, online students ranked 
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MULTIMEDIA OPPORTUNITIES 

It’s been long known that the highest 
rate of knowledge retention occurs when 
a student not only sees a topic but when 
he also hears it and has an opportunity to 
learn the topic by doing. Looking at that 
sentence, you might imagine that the 
traditional classroom experience might 
have the edge compared to online train- 
ing, but that's actually not the case. 

Traditionally, if we think of a student 
"doing" something, we'd think of her 
standing in the classroom with a dum- 
my or Shot Indicating Resetting Trigger 
(SIRT) pistol in her hand or standing at 
the range with a real gun. But any activity 
on the student's part can break her out of 
"autopilot" mode and can lead to a better 
understanding and retention of the topic. 

In the classroom, that "action" might be 
the student participating in a demonstra- 
tion of the "Tueller Drill," and online, that 
might mean following along with a video 
narrator as he demonstrates a certain skill 
or the student opening up an interactive 
"widget" and clicking around on a num- 
ber of hotspots to learn more about a par- 


ticular topic. It might also mean moving 
beyond the simple True/False and multi- 
ple-choice test type questions and instead 
forcing the student to interact with the 
test, such as identifying what he sees in a 
video, dragging and dropping sequence 
items into the proper order, clicking on the 
correct part of a firearm or dragging and 
dropping matching items That go together. 

For our part, our newly minted online 
course contains dozens of these interac- 
tive widgets, embedded videos and more 
than 150 interactive questions contained 
in a "pool" of questions, so that even if a 
user fails a particular quiz, she'll be fed a 
new set of questions on her next attempt. 
It even contains a video narration on ev- 
ery single slide with the narrator effec- 
tively acting as the online student's very 
own personal instructor. 

BLENDED LEARNING 

So what's better — classroom train- 
ing or online training? Well, the obvious 
answer is that both forms of knowledge 
transfer have their benefits, and blended 
learning might just be the answer that 


we're looking for. Online training has the 
edge when it comes to knowledge reten- 
tion, and it opens up this important train- 
ing to the millions of Americans who are 
unable to fit a concealed carry class into 
their hectic schedules. Classroom training 
provides an important social aspect and 
allows the student to get some hands-on 
experience and trigger time with an ex- 
perienced and patient instructor. 

If you haven't had a chance to check out 
our online training, I think you'll be hap- 
pily surprised by what you'll see. Whether 
you'd consider the course as a pre-study 
before you take a live class or if you've 
already taken a class and could use a re- 
fresher, my belief is that the result will be 
far more information retained than if you'd 
taken the single step of a traditional class. 

Blended learning of classroom training 
and eLearning might Just be the wave of 
the future, and the USCCA has just taken 
a mighty big step in the right direction. 
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Dam it! My Secret is Out! 

»I LEARNED A LONG TIME AGO not to let anything surprise me anymore, and believe me, in this line of 
work, that takes some practice. I hate to say Tve seen it all, because as soon as I say it, I'm bound to be shocked by something 
else I've never laid eyes on previously, particularly when it comes to email responses from readers on hot-button topics. 


I'm going to share one with you that came 
from a regular listener of the radio broadcast, 
but I'll have to set it up first so it makes some 
sense and you can put it into the proper 
context. A couple of months ago on Armed 
American Radio — the second week of March 


to be exact — I had scheduled Americans 



for Tax Reform founder Grover Norquist as a 
guest. Norquist was unable to make his ap- 
pearance that night as he was stuck on an 
airplane and his PR guys notified us as soon 
as they realized he wasn't going to be able 
to arrive in time (literally while I was live on 
air). No problem ... it happens all of the time. 
Norquist was a stand-up guy and resched- 
uled immediately for the following weekend, 
March 1 5. 1 appreciated that, as press releases 
had already gone out and the simple truth is 
that not everyone is kind enough to do so. 

As fate would have it, that Friday, just two 
days before Norquist's rescheduled appear- 
ance, Glenn Beck was speaking on his na- 
tional radio program to a man by the name 
of Frank Gaffney. Gaffney is a long-time crit- 
ic of Norquist whose accusations date back 
years. During that on-air discussion, Gaffney 
ran through those allegations, focusing (as 
he always does) on the Muslim Brotherhood 
and accusing Norquist of being in cahoots 
with them. There's not enough space here 
to go into it; suffice it to say, you ca n read it 
all online. During that on-air conversation, 
Glenn referenced that he had spoken to the 
NRA personally about Gaffney's claims and 
threatened that if Norquist were reelected to 
the board, he would leave the NRA. With the 
size of Beck's audience, the story took off na- 
tionally, garnering a ton of coverage. 

I have to admit that it was a perfect hand- 
off! Considering that it was national news, I 
was able to use AAR to provide Norquist the 
opportunity to make his first comments in 
response to what was aired on Beck's show. 
That's what talk radio programs do! 

Norquist was attacked on Beck's show by 
Gaffney and wasn't there to defend himself. 


Beck used Gaffney's appearance on the show 
to take a position and threaten to leave the 
NRA, and because I allowed Norquist to de- 
fend himself on my show by asking him to 
comment, the response from those who hate 
Norquist was akin to finding out I have been 
a paid Bloomberg undercover turncoat this 
whole time. It was hard to pick just one, but 
take a look at my favorite: 

Mr. Walters, 

You are being taken by an Islamic radical 
who is not a genuine conservative working for 
liberty; he is a devout Sharia Muslim and pro- 
moter of terrorism — and of course, he will use 
taqiyya as Muslims are wont to do in promo- 
tion of their evil activities. He usedatypicai tact 
(sic) often used by the left and now Muslims 
who are now a part of the ieft: lie about and 
ridicule their opposition, (i am no fan of Glenn 
Beck or of Gaffney, but this time they are right.) 

And by supporting Norquist, you are sup- 
porting the Islamic agenda. You are working at 
cross purposes to the Second Amendment and 
to the entire Constitution. Islam is a seditious 
religion that does not promote liberty but rath- 
er tyranny. And don't say you're not supporting 
Norquist or Islam, because you are. You're being 
played like a fool, as many are by Muslims, es- 
pecially those inside the beltway. (The majority 
of politicos inside the beltway, including so- 
called conservatives, are well left of center. Of 
course they will not stand against Islam; they 
usually bend over backwards promoting it.) 

In hour two, you filled the Muslim Brother- 
hood's prescription to promote their anti-lib- 
erty agenda, and you're too ignorant to realize 
this. Time to wise up, Mr. Walters, and learn 
the truth about Islam and those like Grover 
Norquist. I could barely listen to you promote 
this evil man, and you Just allowed him to lie 
and slander Mr. Gaffney without challenge. 
(Neil McCabe spoke like a slobbering Grover 
Norquist sycophant — with no objectivity, 
repeating some of the talking points of the 
Huffington Post.) This sort of ignorance and 
foolishness is allowing Islamists to run wild in 


America, from the highest seats of power to the 
local political establishment, promoting Islam 
and silencing those who stand in opposition. 

P.S. You obviously are very ignorant of Is- 
lam and how the Islamists are operating in 
America, much as they are in Europe. Muslims 
can neither befriend nor marry those who ore 
not Muslim, ergo Grover Norquist is a Muslim. 
Again it's time for you to wise up — learn the 
subject before you speak about it on your ra- 
dio show or in print. Don't be a mouthpiece 
for the opposition. Yours and McCabe's failure 
to be informed about Islam and Norquist does 
not make me or anyone else who is informed a 
wacko. 

Whew! Did you get all of that? So by vir- 
tue of the fact that I asked a pre-scheduled 
guest — a man I had never met nor spoken 
to before — a question and allowed him to 
respond in kind to major accusations made 
on another radio program, I am a radical Isla- 
mist sympathizer! 

Darn it, the secret's out! Of course that's 
hogwash, as I am no more an Islamic sympa- 
thizer for asking a guest a question than I am 
a rock star when I speak to Ted Nugent. Un- 
like Glenn Beck, who became the subject of 
the news itself (Hmmmm! Perhaps by design, 
one might ask?) by siding with Gaffney prior 
to speaking to Norquist, ! took no position 
on the accusation leveled at him and simply 
allowed him to reply. I simply don't know 
enough about Norquist nor do I have the in- 
vestigative staff of Beck's. The position I did 
take was to mention I thought it was a mis- 
take for Beck to leave the NRA when he and 
his followers are needed now more than ever. 

Update; At the time this piece is going 
to print, Grover Norquist has voluntarily 
stepped aside from his duties as NRA board 
member while the NRA completes its inves- 
tigations into the allegations made by Frank 
Gaffney on the Glenn Beck Program. 
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